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THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) [10.28 p.m.): Before I put the
motion I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank the Leader of the House,
the Leader of the opposition, and Mr. Bax-
ter for the sentiments they have conveyed
to me for my ruling of this Chamber. This
is the eighth session in which I have been
President, and it has been a wonderful ex-
perience, especially during this year. I
desire to thank all members and all the
staff for their loyal co-operation. In the
eight years there has been only one occa-
sion when it was necessary for me to exert
the extreme powers which the President
holds. I think that is a wonderful record,
and it indicates the excellent manner in
which members have conducted themselves.

As President it is not my intention to
echo the great list of thanks and apprecia-
tion to the staff and officers. I feel it is
my duty to set an example by simply say-
ing I endorse in their entirety the remarks
of the Leader of the House in expressing
appreciation to members and staff, which
remarks were so ably supported by the
Leader of the Opposition and Mr. Baxter.

I thank you all very much indeed. I
appreciate the sentiments expressed in re-
gard to the festive season to me and my
wife; and I, in turn, express a similar wish
to all of you and your families. I hope you
enjoy the best for the coming festive sea-
son.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.31 pi.

Friday. the 24th November, 19671

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took
the Chair at 11 a.m., and read Prayers.

QUESTIONS
Postponement

THE SPEAKER: With the Permission of
the House it is my intention to postpone
questions until a later stage of the sitting
-sometime after lunch.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1967-68
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 23rd November, the
Chairman of ComTmittees (Mr. W . A.
Manning-) in the Chair.

V'ote: Agriculture, $3,79,700-
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported

after the vote had been called.

MR- NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [11.4 a.m.l: I would like to
outline, as briefly as possible, the develop-
ment in agriculture in Western Australia.

As members know, agriculture has made,
and is continuing to make, a very valuable
contribution to the profits and the devel-
opment of the State, I am sure, however,
that members will appreciate the fact
that seasonal conditions have a very
definite bearing on the agricultural Pro-
duction of the State. The conditions this
year have been somewhat similar to those
experienced previously.

When the season started, there were
very good opening rains in the majority
of the districts in the north. The agri-
cultural area also had very good open-
ing rains, and farmers seeded large
acreages. These rains, however, did not.
continue into the latter part of the year
and it appeared that a reduced quantity
of grain would be produced.

But it is amazing how different varieties
of wheat are able to stand up to the most
difficult conditions, and from the reports.
that have come forward it would seem that
we will now have at least an average pro-
duction-if not an above-average produc-
tion-in our cereal crop.

An additional 1,000,000 acres were
cleared during 1966-67 making the total
nearly 32,000,000 acres. Of -these 32,000,000
acres over 13,000,000 acres were sown to
pasture and 8,600,000 acres to cereal
crops. The area sown to wheat again in-
creased and Stood at 6,300,000 acres which
yielded over 103,000,000 bushels, a new-
record. The area sown to oats was
1,200,000 acres for aL yield of 22,100,000-
bush els, which was below the record yield
of 23,200,000 bushels in 1965-66 and
22.600,000 bushels for 1958-59.

Barley production was 6,700,000 bushels
from less than 400,000 acres. This is the
fourth highest total yield recorded, but it
is remarkable insomuch as the average of
18 bushels to the acre is the highest pro-
duction ever recorded in this State. Some
of these results would be considerably less
were it not for the work done on cereal
breeding. There are high hopes that a
new crossbred wheat will pass the critical.
final test this Year before being named
and released. Should it fail in any re-
spect it will join the many types that have
been discarded.

I might mention that the work the
cereal breeders are doing is appreciated by
all concerned, not only in this S3tate but
in other States of the Commonwealth.
There is a great deal of co-operation-
Austral ia-wide-i n this field, and every-
endeavour is made to increase the quality
of the cereals and to improve their pro-.
ductive capacity.

Members who have had experience in
farming will know the great strides that
have taken place over the years,-from as
far back as 1920. At that time the
variety called Yandilla King met the-
necessary requirements and made a very'
valuable contribution to the State's pro-
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duction, but the varieties today outyleld
that variety, as they do many other Past
varieties. But I would like to Pay a par-
ticular tribute to the work done by the
officers in this section.

Avon oats, a variety bred in Western
Australia, would now be the leading
variety sown in Australia. In the 1966-61
season, 56 per cent, of the acreage sown
to oats in Victoria was sown tu Avon, the
next highest variety being Orient with 15
per cent. Although figures for the same
year are not available for the other States,
we do know that in 1965-66 the Avon
variety topped the list in South Australia
with 44 per cent, of the acreage sown,
while the variety known as Kent-another
Western Australian bred variety-was
second with 20 per cent.

In New South Wales the Avon variety-
with 17.3 per cent.-was second only to
the variety known as Cooba. The acreage
sown to Cooba was 22.6 per cent. Since
this variety was released a further variety
known as Irwin has been distributed for
medium rainfall areas, and another called
Swan is being grown commercially to re-
Place the variety known as Avon. This
variety will be sown in ever-increasing
quantities this year as seed becomes avatil-
able.

Two new barley varieties, Dampier and
Bussel, have changed the picture of
profitable yield of barley compared to
wheat in the medium rainfall and wetter
areas of the State. In the higher rainfall
areas, Bussel gave a higher return for feed
purposes than wheat, and also widened
the profitability in all regions in which a
satisfactory malting sample could be pro-
duced. Of the two-row types, Dampier
was similar in its production margin over
other named varieties grown in the wetter
areas, being second only to Bussel.

The extension of areas sown to pasture
has intensified the work done on their de-
-velopment. Not only do the farmers' pad-
docks sown to a specific variety have to be
checked during the growing season before
the seed can be tested and certified at
harvest time, but numerous experiments
are conducted by the research officers on
all aspects of sowing, fertilising types
suitable for various conditions, and r~esult-
ant benefits obtained. The effect of these
is evident in the increased area sown, the
extension of sowing into areas that were
formerly considered too dry to carry other
than native grasses, the economical de-
velopment of light land, and the increases
in stock carried.

Sheep numbers increased by 3,000.000 to
27,400,000, practically all of this increase
being in the agricultural areas. it may
.be of interest to note that the annual rate
mof increase in total sheep has been in-
-creasing, and that between the years
1962-63 and 1966-67 the numbers of sheep
carried per acre of cleared land rose from
0.69 to 0.83.

Experiments to accelerate this growth
have been undertaken and these have
shown improved ewe fertility with in-
creased age of mating, differences in time
of lambing, effect of clover on numbers of
lambs, and different rates of stocking. As
a means of quickly disseminating this and
other information on sheep, stack firm
seminars and field days for studynasters
have been held. That these have been
appreciated is evident in that 154 stud-
masters attended the last field day at
Dumbleyung.

The veterinary services found that blow-
fly strike continued to be a problem as did
grass seeds in the autumn. Many cases of
weaner ill-thrift appeared in the lower
south coastal districts and about 5,000 off -
shear deaths occurred in these, and
in the lower great southern and
Esperance areas, owing to sudden
changes of temperature. Investiga-
tionis still show that lamb mortality
due to the starvation, mismothering, and
exposure complex caused a loss of 6 per
cent. of lambs born. Enterotoxaemia con-
tinued as the major cause of mortality in
sheep and lambs in the agricultural areas.

Beef cattle numbers at 1,151,912 were
98,000 more than in 1965-66. Pastoral areas
carried 14,598 head more for a total of
610,108, but the main increase was in the
agricultural areas where numbers rose by
81,541 to 532,608. These increases empha-
sise the need to plan various measures
to overcome the number of diseases which
have been mentioned in this House on a
number of occasions in recent times. This
eradication programme has been intensi-
fled and increased considerably over the
last few years. This has been done to
facilitate our entry into other markets
overseas. I refer mainly to processed meat
and meat on the hoof.

To this end a "trace-back" system for
all stock killed at ahattoir-s is being imple-
mented. In the East Kimberleys the cam-
paign for eradication of contagious bovine
pleuro -pneumonia has been under way for
three years and it is estimated that 44 per
cent, of the cattle have been vaccinated.

At the end of this first year of combined
beef and dairy cattle testing for tuber-
culosis in the agricultural districts, 134,764
cattle in 1.739 herds had been tested.
There were 205 reactors, an incidence of
.15 Per cent., indicating a low incidence
of bovine tuberculosis in the South-West
Land Division.

In the voluntary brucellosis service,
36,606 heifers in 1,350 dairy herds were
inoculated with strain 19 vaccine. To
assist future plans a survey of the in-
cidence of brucellosis in dairy herds is
under way.

The mastitis survey has been completed.
Area control of mastitis was continued in
120 herds supplying milk to Perth and
those giving a detectable test have been
reduced from 80 to 25. A number of oit-
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breaks of parasitic gastro-enteritis were
investigated in the south-west. Many were
associated with nutritional stress.

With the appointment of the Controller
of Abattoirs last September, the opportun-
ity was taken for him to liaise with the
Departments of Health and Primary In-
dustry, the Australian Meat Board, meat
exporters, the Meat and Allied Trades Fed-
eration, and the Royal Agricultural Society.
Conferences were held with the Public
Health Department on reorganisation of
meat inspection in all abattoirs. A study of
the role of abattoirs in disease eradication
and control Is being undertaken. We have
already had some discussion on this mat-
ter in dealing with amendments to other
Acts. One I recall is the Brands Act
Amendment Hill which was passed a few
days ago.

There was a decline in numbers of dairy
cows from 209,459 to 199,130. The number
of farms with dairy cattle is declining and
production during the season was the low-
est for several years. At this stage it is
not Possible to determine the extent to
which this is due to adverse seasonal con-
ditions or to utilisation of properties for
non-dairy purposes. The decrease in num-
bers of farms is mainly from those with
small herds.

The trend to Friesian cattle continued
in the wholemilk areas and there was an
appreciable increase in the butterfat areas.
Fullcream milk powder was made for the
first time in Western Australia and an
additional ice cream factory commenced
operations.

Following earlier ground work by dairy
officers there has been continued improve-
ment in the standard of dairy premises. It
is estimated that over 400 completely new
milking sheds, incorporating desirable
features of hygiene and comfort, have
been constructed in the last four years. I
do not know whether the word "comfort"
refers to the cows or to the people actively
engaged in the industry.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: I think it refers to
the cows.

Mr. NALDER: The honourable member
suggests it is comfort for the cows and
not for the people engaged in the work.
Improvements in factory equipment have
continued.

To enable detection at dairy produce
factories of milk containing dyemarked
penicillin, a test using an ion exchange
resin has been developed. More stringent
export standards to meet the specifications
of some importing countries have necessi-
tated greater attention to bacterial con-
tent of cheese, and a survey of farm
wvater supplies has revealed the need for
increased control of bacteria.

Samples of fodder taken from feed
trials are being examined for protein con-
tent and digestibility. Where the Milk
Hoard reports cases of low quality, officers
visit the farmers concerned and advise on

factors influencing milk composition.
During the year, 256 milking machines
were examined as part of the milking
machine testing service, and numbers
which have proved efficient in all respects
have increased from 48 per cent. in 1965-
66 to 60 per cent, Vtis year.

The increase in crop and stock naturally
adds to the variety and extent of the work
of the department. Expansion of the soil
conservation experimental and advisory
information made available has resulted
in more of the fertile land being grassed
and rehabilitated after erosion. As the
importance of conservation is acknow-
ledged, so is acceptance of the work of the
officers. Staff has been increased and
more attention given to prevention of
costly damage to farm areas.

Contour surveying for erosion control or
water conservation was done on 403 pro-
perties and included 99,676 acres for con-
tour banks and 2,965 acres with guide
lines for contour cultivation without
banks. Officers surveyed 256 contour
catchment drains to increase the catch-
ment areas for 1)74 dams on 102 farms.
In the Moora district, 107 catchment
drains for dams were surveyed compared
to 23 the previous year. A trained officer
has been doing work leading towards the
ability of dams to receive and hold the
water for which they were constructed.
This last season has emphasised the im-
portance of this work.

Plant research is an important aspect
of the work of the department. The
effect of such factors as light, temperature,
and length of day under rigidly controlled
conditions at South Perth gives leads to
behaviour of plants in the field. Follow-
up field trials dealing with time of plant-
ing, row spacing and seeding rates, types
and quantities of fertilisers, effect of soil
moisture up to a depth of six feet, and
continuous cropping, have been conducted
in collaboration with other sections of the
department. More than 40 trials with
nitrogenous fertilisers on wheat alone
were carried out.

In the past two Years 17? trials on light
land using copper and zinc have been
planted, and those commenced the pre-
vious year with molybdenum and other
trace elements have been continued. Even
the effect of spraying copper on plants
and the examination of residual effects in
the soil of applications of this and other
minerals are Part of the research pro-
gramme.

Tests were made of the effect of under-
sowing a cereal crop with a legume and
some of the risks of reduction of yield of
the cereal were exposed. Nine trials comn-
paring production and persistence of a
wide range of legume species to include
a large number of subterranean clover
strains of varying oestrogenic potency and'
large grazing trials to study the pro-
ductivity of these and other species have
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been established. one officer devotes his
complete time to investigation of pasture
species through the higher rainfall areas,
especially the large areas of new land
with an annual rainfall of over 20 inches.

Since 1959 a range of trials with cereals
and pastures at Porrestania has shown the
capacity of this scrubplaln to grow cereals
and legume pastures. Work in this area
has now been reduced, but similar trials
are now being established in the country
south of the Johnston Lakes. I might add
that the country south of Johnston Lakes is
the area on the map east of Lake King,
towards the Norseman area, and in a
southerly direction from there.

In the fruit-growing areas abnormally
dry conditions in the spring-early summer
period meant that most apple areas had
less than half normal rainfall over the
growing period. A good set of all apple
varieties indicated a record crop with
above average quality, but this was af-
fected by severe hailstorms. and also wind
damage from cyclone "Laura" in April.
Exports of 1,526,940 bushels still consti-
tute a record. Black spot of pears affected
the quantity sold on the local market but
good crops of stone fruits were harvested.
Exports of plums, 88,099 half-bushel cases,
and peaches, 13,761 half-bushel cases,
mainly to Singapore, were both records.

There was a dried clean weight of
currants of 1,388 tons of only fair quality,
and exports of table grapes totalled 48, 152
half-bushel cases. moisture stressed vines
detracted from the quality of same of the
wine grape crop but wine quality was
generally good.

Weather conditions were satisfactory for
most vegetable crops but heavy rains in
May caused the flooding and loss of 45
acres of potatoes in Benger swamp. An
outbreak of bacterial wvilt of potatoes oc-
curred on 15 properties in February and
March. Affected paddocks have been
quarantined from planting to potato and
tomnato crops for five years.

Many vegetable growers have sold their
land for urban and industrial development
and are reluctant to establish new
gardens. This resulted in most lines of
vegetables being undersupplied throughout
the year with returns to growers being at
a consistently high level. Demonstrations
of seed and seed-bed treatment and selec-
tion of plants for vegetable seed produc-
tion have proved a popular and valuable
means of extending new information to
growvers. Over 100 such demonstrations
were held.

Certified seed was produced under
supervision for potatoes and Westralia
beans, and approximately 400 lb. of the
improved brown onion szeed was grown at
the vegetable research station, Medina,
for distribution to growers.

Ront-stock trials for apples and citrus,
storage of fruit, chemical spray thinning,
fertiliser trials, and experimental work on

irrigation and drainage, were some of the
research projects undertaken frequently
in collaboration with officers of different,
divisions of the department.

The season in both East and West Kim-
berley has been excellent. Fitzroy Cross-
ing area experienced its best season for
many years as did the Ord regeneration
area. Cyclonic rains in the Pilbara area
and the heavy rains brought by cyclone
"Elsie" to the Carnarvon area more than
offset the extensive flooding and severe
wind damage which occurred at the same
time. It is estimated that nearly 68 per
cent, of the acreage of bananas at
Carnarvon was. either totally or partially
destroyed. In the Gascoyne irrigation
area, rainfall was almost six inches above
the average.

A number of stations in the higher rain-
fall areas of North Kimberley are showing
increased interest in a range of fodder.
grain sorghums, and legumes. Regular
contact is maintained with the interested
stations and a series of experimental
plots has been established.

Research on grazing management of
cattle is expanding in the Kixnberleys as
is also the introduction of pasture species
and the elimination of competing nature
species.

The Ord regeneration project Is devel-
oping into a, useful extension centre and
an increasing number of visitors call to
study progress and the techniques
adopted. Pastoralists in the Pilbara area
have displayed keen interest in the ram
fertility and lambing trials at Abydos
Station. Extension activi'ies in the mula
zone have expanded and more than 80
properties were visited by the advisers,
mainly to discuss and plan management
and pasture rehabilitation programmes.
Large-scale cultural treatments of de-
graded areas at Belele and Annean have
been carried out under the supervision of
departmental officers.

The Pilbara area continues to show im-
provement following a vigorous pro-
gramme of vermin eradication. Seasonal
conditions have assisted pastoralists to
regenerate pastures through grazing con-
trol and burning techniques. Advisers are
assisting in Preparing sheep breeding and
mating programmes.

To assist in assessing the capabilities of
the areas of heavy rainfall and heavily
timbered country, a new research station
is being established 13 miles south of
Manjimup. Here experiments on potatoes
and other vegetables, including those
suitable for canning, fruit trees, and
sheep, to name a few lines of research, are
being conducted.

Following the policy of spreading the
service to the farmer, new offices were
opened up at Narrogin and Lake Grace.
You, Mr. Chairman, would applaud the
move to establish what is considered a
very acceptable building in Narrogin for
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the housing of the departmental offices
in that town; but I want to make special
reference to the building of an office at
Lake Grace. This office will have a very
important influence on the work in that
area and the new country which is being
developed east of Lake Grace and Newde-
gate towards Esperance. When one looks
at the map and sees the situation of the
offices and the research stations, one can
appreciate the value these will have in
future research and experimental work.

Farmers' requests for assistance ad-
dressed to the Geraldton and Moora dis-
trict offices' have increased and this has
led to the opening of an office at Three
Springs.

I aim happy to be able to make this
repor-t to members. It indicates that
Western Australia is making a valuable
contribution to food production; and
other agricultural lines are contributing
to the economic stability of Western Aus-
tralia. It gives me much pleasure to make
this information available.

Mr. MePHARLIN: I would like to ask
a Question in regard to item 4.

Point of Order
Mr. DAVIES: Before special items are

dealt with, can there be a general debate?
The CHAIRMAN: At this stage of the

proceedings the vote can be debated in
a general way. If the member for Mt.
Marshall wishes, he can have the floor.

Mr. DAVIES: I think the honourable
member referred to an item.

The CHAIRMAN: At this stage he can
make a general speech.

Mr. MePHARLIN: I wish to deal with
an item.

The CHAIR-MAN: The honourable
member is at liberty to do so, but can-
not speak again.

Mr. JAMIESON: If the honourable
member speaks to this item, will that pro-
hibit any genieral debate? Several mem-
bers wish to speak on the vote in a gen-
eral way. Perhaps one of his colleagules
can advise the honourable member of
the situation.

The CHAIRMAN: The general debate on
the vote can continue.

Committee Resumed
MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [11.30

a.m.l: Early in mny service in the Chamber,
I was caught in the same way as was the
member for Mt. Marshall, and I am pleased
the point has been cleared up for him. I
know it is difficult to follow the correct
Procedure for the debate on the Estimates.

One Point on which the Deputy Premier
and I agree is the very great value to
Western Australia of agriculture, generally.
From the survey he has given us today. I
think it is reasonable to bay that great
strides have been made over the past 12
months. I am certainly not an authority

on agriculture, and I wish to speak on only
one item in connection with it. If the
Minister could be criticised in any way
for the statement he has made, it is cer-
tainly not on the contentst which were
excellent. The only criticism I can find
is about his failure to mention some of
the effects of the devaluation of sterling
on Western Australia's overseas trade,
Particularly as western Australia relies so
much on the export of its agricultural
products. Western Australia could also be
affected by the 12.5 per cent, rise in ship-
Ping freights announced in this morning's
paper.

Dealing first with the question of deval-
uation, I understand that the bulk of Aus-
tralian sales of wheat to mainland China,
Red China, or Communist China, whatever
onc fancies calling it-but I am referring
to the China governed from Peking-is
paid for in sterling. As the Australian sales
naturally include the Western Australian
sales, the value of our exports has de-
creased by 14.3 per cent. with the de-
valuation of sterling. I amn wondering
whether the Minister would like to com-
menit on this.'

This matter is obviously of great con-
cern to a big and important section of
the community. Already questions have
been asked of the Premier concerning de-
valuation, and he said the matter was
being given consideration. However, be-
cause of the great concern at the moment,
Perhaps the Deputy Premier may be able
to be a little more specific and tell us what
has transpired.

Obviously, judging by the Country Party
advertisement in this morning's The West
Australian, the Country Party is desper-
ately wVoriTed about the situation. Although
the advertisement is a very difficult one
to understand, it seems as if it follows the
usual fear line and indicates that if the
electors do not vote Country Party, the
country will suffer because of the decrease
int the price received for our agricultural
exports. The advertisement indicates that
the farmer will, of course, pay for the
devaluation or, at least, will be the sufferer
as the result of it. If the farmer suffers,
it is reasonable to expect the State as a
whole will suffer. However, it is a rather
confusing advertisement, but I do not
propose to ask the Deputy Premier to try
to explain it.

Mr. Nalder: I have not seen this morn-
ing's paper.

Mr. Gayfer: Are you more worried about
farming or politics?

Mr. DAVIES: I am generally worried
about agriculture, but the fact remains
that in the game of politics, no stone is
left unturned to-

Mr. Gayfer: Panning is no game. You
might consider politics is, but farming de-
finitely is not.

Mr. DAVIES: It may be no game for
those on the farm, but it is not hard for
the Terrace farmers. For those who
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actually do the farming it is, to use the
vernacular, hard yakka. However, if the
Country Party believes it is going to save
the country from the very serious effects
of devaluation, it is not unreasonable to
ask the Deputy Premier what steps have
been taken and what is proposed to ac-
complish this.

I think that many people were shocked
that the Australian dollar was not also de-
valued. I must confess that I am not
very well acquainted with the various
aspects of the situation, and therefore I
am not in a Position to comment., Of
course, immediately following the devalua-
tion, which will seriously affect our agri-
cultural exports, a substantial rise in ship-
ping rates has been announced. This will
affect both our imports and our exports.
According to this morning's paper, even
with the increase in freight rates, impor-
ters will be $10.25 better off on a £100
sterling freight bill. However, in my opinion
this is an infinitesimal amount and cer-
tainly will not have any great effect on our
general economy following the devaluation.
Therefore, because of the devaluation of
sterling and the increase in shipping rates,
the farmer is in a very serious plight.

Several members interjected,

Mr. DAVIES: The point I am trying
to make-and it is of serious concern to
the whole of Australia-is the double
impost: the devaluation, plus the rise in
shipping freights. It is a great shame, in
my opinion, that Western Australia, or
Australia, does not have its own shipping
line, because I am sure it would be of
great benefit. Of course, I am not aware
of all the mechanics of the situation, but
I do wonder why we have not such a line
when Southern Ireland, with a Population
of 1,500,000, can run its own shipping line
as do other countries like Israel, and
Switzerland, the last-mentioned not even
having a sea port.

This matter is something in regard to
which the State Government should prod
the Federal Government in an endeavour
to see whether something can be done. At
the moment the country is being held ab-
solutely to ransom by the shipowners, and
this has been the ease on several occasions
over the years. It is time the Government
took some action and bared its teeth a
little. to indicate to the shipowners that
the Government, not the shipowners, is
running the country, particularly in re-
gard to imports and exports.

I think it is very serious that these two
blows should come at once, although, the
Minister has said, so far it has been a
good year for agricultural products and
the forecast is that the situation will not
change. However, from my reading of
the newspapers, I gather that some serious
concern is held for the fruit industry,
particularly the apple section. I do not
know whether all the fruit has yet reached
Europe or whether any ships are still stuck
in the Suez Canal.

Mr. Nalder: They are still there.
Mr. DAVIES: They are still there?

Golly! I wonder if the Government has
been able to offer any relief. I know the
matter has been raised on a number of
occasions in the Federal House, and is
one which is quite beyond the control of
the grower. Therefore I feel that some
representations in this regard should be
made by the State Government to the
Federal Government.

Having mentioned those preliminatries, I
now wish to deal with the future of table
cream in Western Australia. Strangely
enough, I received expressions of concern
from two different quarters within a day
or two of each other.

One complaint came from a manufac-
turer of table cream who said he felt that
the 40 per cent. butterfat content de-
manded by Western Australia should be
reduced. He understood that the recom-
mendation of the National Health and
Medical Research Council was 35 per cent.
butterfat content.

Mr. Nalder: Did you say a manufacturer
of cream?

Mr. DAVIES: Well, a person concerned
with the Processing. The manufacturer, of
course, would be the cow.

Mr. Nalder: I was thinking of the
person who was responsible for having the
product put on the market.

Mr. DAVIES: That is the man I mean;
the person associated with the production.
It was not the director or the general
manager of a processing plant, just a
person associated with the industry. The
point is that the Western Australian re-
quirement is 40 per cent, butterfat con-
tent, which is above the Australian general
average of not more than 35 per cent.
butterfat content which applies in all
States except Queensland, where the Per-
centage is 42 per cent.

I understand the National Health and
Medical Research Council has recom-
mended 25 per cent. as the standard, but
that figure has not yet been accepted by
Western Australia. The concern felt by
the industry is for the cost structure in-
volved, and the fact that the industry
might not at the present price, be able to
continue marketing table cream with a 40
per cent, butterfat content.

The other matter of concern within the
industry is the suggested rumouir that the
standard might be changed to require a
higher butterfat content for table cream.
I understand that in the Eastern States
table cream can be manufactured with an
additive which thickens the cream. This
is desirable to some people, and undesir-
able to others. I understand there are
one or two additives which can be added
to table cream with a 35 pei cent, butter-
fat content, to make that cream very suit-
able for whipping, and the food value con-
tent remains unaltered.
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Some processors are not happy about
continuing to manufacture cream with a
40 per cent, butterfat content, because of
the expense involved. Those processors
feel they can stabilise the price of table
cream if the butterfat content is reduced.
On the other hand, some people feel that
35 per cent. is not enough, and they want
it to be much higher. I understand any
percentage higher than 40 per cent, would
be beyond the reasonable processing ability
of the companies. Obviously, the Minister
would know more about this matter than
1, but I express concern in that direction.

My other concern is that many com-
panies. in the Eastern States have been
taken over by a combine-the British
Tobacco Company, I think. Additives can
be put into cream in the State of Victoria,
and that cream Can be shifted across the
border to New South Wales and Ize South
Australia, and it can also be shipped to
Western Australia. Apparently, under the
Constitution, that company would be able
to do that. I do not know if that is so,
but Z think these are matters which need
to be investigated. Such an investigation
would assist the dairying Industry, and we
should do just that.

in answer to a question I asked, the
Minister indicated that the department
does not know how the standard of 40
per cent. butterfat content was arrived
at, or for what reason. If there is a good
reason for having a 40 per cent, butter-
fat content, then obviously it should not
be altered. However, if there is no
reason-as is the case according to the
answer given to my question-then I think
it would not be unreasonable to expect the
recommended Australian standard of 35
per cent. to be adopted in Western Aus-
tralia. More table cream would be manu-
factured, and this would help the manu-
facturer and the consumer.

When the Minister was reading from
his report, I did notice that the number
of dairy cows had fallen by some hundreds
or thousands. Because these matters were
brought to my notice by people from com-
pletely unassociated sections of the com-
munity, I would ask the Minister to make
a statement on the future of the cream
industry and, if he can, to be more pre-
cise than he was in the answer he gave
to me when he said that be does not expect
that any changes will be finalised before
the end of the present session. I do not
know if the Minister meant, by "changes,"
a lowering or a raising of the butterfat
content. However, as I have said, there
is concern in the industry.

The CHAIRMAN: Before we proceed, I
would advise the member far Mt. Marshall
that he can speak even if his speech con-
sists solely of a question. However, the
Minister cannot reply to him until the close
of the debate on this vote. So, if the
member for Mt. Marshall wishes to speak
he may proceed.

M1R. MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [11.47
a.m.]: It is refrleshing to hear the member
for Victoria Park refer to the agricultural
industry. It is pleasing to hear those re-
marks come from a member on the other
side of the Chamber in1 the tone in which
he has spoken. The Minister's reference
to agriculture in Western Australia is also
pleasing. We should all take a great deal
of notice of this industry, because within
the next 10 years it is anticipated that
another 10,000.0 00 acres will be brought
into production in Western Australia.

Even with the tremendous developments
taking place with regard to iron ore and
other minerals. I do not think there is any
doubt at all, in the minds of the people
of Western Australia, that for a long time
to come the economy of our country and
our State will still be tied to primary
industries. As I said before, it is re-
freshing to hear a member from the other
side of the Chiamber admit those
thoughts.

When a mnan acquires a farming pro-
perty, that property is actually his capital
asset. As the asset is acquired in at virgin
state it is not worth a great deal of money
and has not a great value. However, as
that man develops the land it increases
in value, and so his capital asset increases.
However, as can be shown in various parts
of the State, soil erosion and salt en-
croachment occur, and there is a general
depreciation in the value of the asset. The
point is that the capital of the owner is
being eroded away by the soil erosion and
the salt encroachment, and we should
look at this problem seriously.

I would like to endorse the, comments
made by the member for Avon when he
spoke on soil conservation. The honour-
able member referred to the importance
attached to this problem in other
countries, and I think it is time that we,
in Western Australia, placed a great deal
more importance on this aspect of agri-
cultural development.

I know of an area where 23,000 acres
are being eroded away by salt. The salt
is creeping and land which was in pro-
ducticoi some years ago is now becoming
useless. I have been informed from re-
liable sources that money is available for
soil salinity service if an approach is made.
and a scheme submitted, by the State
Government to the Department of Prim-
ary Industry, through the Minister for
Primary Industry in the Federal Gov-
ermit.

This is an avenue where funds could be
secured and applied in the direction in-
dicated. I consider the matter is ex-
tremely important. A soil conservation
authority could take it into account. This
should be expanded. New settlers who
are taking up land should be encouraged
and advised on how best to avoid salinity,
or salt encroachment, which wlU erode
their properties.
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Of course it is going to take a lot Of
money to apply a scheme that will be
beneficial to everyone and, in the long run.
beneficial to the State. The advantages
would be considerable if an authority ap-
plied expert knowledge to save land. It
would mean that the value of the existing
Properties would be maintained. At the
present time, many properties are losing
value because of this problem. An
authority would give security to the in-
dustry, and that is what people need.

In New South Wales I understand there
is a soil conservation authority in opera-
tion which has been going for a number
of years. It operates on a very large
scale. However, it is, I know, a very ex-
pensive authority and uses a considerable
amount of money in its operation. The
system that is adopted in New South
Wales is that the authority does exist
and it co-operates with local authorities
in every part of the State. not only on
soil conservation but on water conserva-
tion, too. It costs millions of dollars each
year to run.

I am not suggesting we should under-
take a scheme such as that and spend
millions of dollars straightaw~ay. I do
suggest that, perhaps, we could start a
small scheme-or, at least, the nucleus
of a scheme-and the authority could
employ expert advisers, and men and
machinery. The expert advisers could go
through the country areas and advise
farmers and local shires. I suggest the
svneme should operate in co-operation
wir Government departments, such as
the Railway Department and the Main
Roads Department. It would certainly be
of tremendous advantage to have this
type of scheme put into operation. I
believe this is something we must look at
very seriously and, in the near future,
take some action. I am sure the Minister,
when he replies, will answer the queries
which I have raised.

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) 111.54
am,]: I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for
calling me, and I would remind the mem-
ber for Avon that there are only two
types of people, the quick and the dead,
I wish to address myself briefly on two
points. One is in connection with the
honey industry and the other is in con-
nection with the fruit industry.

Recently one or two points have been
brought to my notice in regard to the
honey industry. It would seem that the
industry itself is suffering at the moment
from a spate of poor prices and fairly
keen competition on overseas markets. I
thought it might be an opportune moment
to bring before the notice of the Chamber
that members of the honey industry run
contrary to normal agricultural operators
when they are in strife in that this State.
in an Australia-w~de vote, voted against
a subsidy in order to get out of trouble.

In. th-e light of after events, I am not so
sure that members of the industry feel
they did the right thing at the time.

From my preliminary investigations
into the problems associated with this in-
dustry, it would seem that to a great ex-
tent it could be helped if some reasonable
boost were given to local demand. I am
told that at the mnoment the consumption
of honey in Western Australia is approxi-
maqte'y one pouad per person per
year. As this industry has sought
to stand on its own two feet by not asking
for a subsidy, perhaps it could receive
some encouragement by funds being made
available in order to create a better con-
sumer demand on the local market. For
that reason, I wanted to bring this matter
before the notice of the Minister and the
Chamber.

I know everything is being done at the
moment to help the industry, but it seems
to me it is worth some fairly special con-
sideration; because, as I have said, it is
prepared to try to do its level best to stand
on its own feet. Had this State been in
line with the rest of the States of the
Commonwealth, then I believe the ap-
proach would have been for an Australia-
wide subsidy.

I have brought this before the notice
of Parliament in the hope that some con-
sideration can be given to the problem
and some help afforded to this fairly im-
portant industry. The folk engaged in it
are apparently running very close to the
deadline in so far as costs are concerned
and, with the devaluation of the sterling
Pound, the problem will become more
severe. Indeed, they will find it difficult
to make ends meet.

As I have said, the other point I wish
to mention relates to the fruit industry.
From information which has been made
available to me, it would seem that a very
important market for stone fruit and
Perishable fruit could be developed in the
islands to the north of Australia; that is,
in South-East Asia. I understand there is
much Potential for airfreight cargo with
backloading. I have talked with one of the
managers of a world-wide airfreight
Organisation and he intimated that this
is an avenue which is worth fairly close
study and investigation. It would not be
an easy market to plan to bring into
operation. Nevertheless, it Is quite clear
that if we are to receive the best sales for
stone and perishable types of fruit, we
will have to go out and seek markets, see
what can be done, and use available
facilities.

I would now like to refer to the recent
legislation concerning water conservation
which was passed in this Chamber. I hope
that the fruit industry will receive equal
consideration with all the other branches
of agriculture which are dependent, to a
very large extent, on water. Some few years
ago. I nrade, a zpeech in the Chamber in
regard to the question of water conserva-
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tion and the provision of know-how, which
is so essential if we are to obtain the full
and immediate value of harnessing the
water supplies once they are obtained.
The system which operates in New South
Wales is an extremely good one. The
Government in New South Wales makes
available money at reasonable rates of
interest to those who are connected with
providing agricultural products and who
are so dependent upon water.

It also makes expert knowledge available,
so it is not sufficient merely to discover
a good source of water, but to harness it
so that it can be used to advantage with
the least delay. If we are to take full ad-
vantage of our water conservation legis-
lation we must also be prepared to make
available the necessary knowbow and
finance for research and other purposes
so that primary producers can enjoy the
results of water conservation almost im-
mediately instead of at some indefinite
period in the future.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [12.1 p.m.): Unfortunately
I was called out of the Chamber for a
few moments when the Minister was deal-
ing with his departmental Estimates, so
I do not know whether he mentioned the
subject I am about to raise. If he did not,
I think he should have done, because it is
of some importance. The member for
Albany has asked a series of questions
during this session directed towards as-
certaining what was in the Government's
mind regarding the Denmark Research
Station. I read an interesting article in
the Albany Advertiser contributed by Mr.
Cullity, the officer in charge of dairying
in the Department of Agriculture.

In that article it was clearly stated that
this research station had completely justi-
fied its existence by the contribution it
had made in the realm of research; and I
thoroughly agree with that statement be-
cause I had a great deal to do with that
research station when I was Minister for
Agriculture. According to my reading of
the article, Mr. Cullity was firmly of the
opinion that the prospects of the research
station carrying out useful work in the
future were particularly good, and I came
to no other conclusion than that it is
highly desirable the research station should
continue in existence.

From what has appeared in the Press;
from various references that have been
made to it: and from the evasive replies the
Minister gave to the questions that were
asked, it appears to me that the Govern-
ment is at present negotiating to make a
substantial change regarding the research
station and I fear it is in the direction
of disposing of it. If the Government
has any such move in mind it should
not be secretive about it, because this
is not something which it is entitled to
keep to itself. This is policy which has a
distinct and important bearing not only

on the immediate district in which the re-
search station is situated, but also on
the research facilities made available for
farmers, generally, who could be expected
to benefit from any results ohtained.

In these days the emphasis is on research.
For example, millions and millions of
dollars are being spent on defence re-
search for the purpose of devising new and
important weapons of offence, and in some
countries much money is being spent on
basic husbandry research. I would be very
disturbed indeed to know it was the Gov-
ernment's intention to close the Denmark
Research Station, and the Minister should
have informed members whether the Gov-
ernment had anything in mind which in
any way could affect the existence of this
station and, if it had, to give the reasons
why the Government was contemplating a
change in policy. So far as I know
there has not been a single word spoken,
but I qualify that by saying I was absent
from the Chamber for a short time when
the Minister was introducing his Estimates.

I now ask the Minister if, when he is
replying, he will give the Committee all the
information in his possession on the move
that has already taken place and the moves
which are in contemplation in regard to
this research station. A great deal of State
money was invested in it, and according
to Mr. Cullity-and I agree with him-it
has Justified its existence: it is a valuable
asset in the matter of research and I would
not like to see the work performed by it
diminished in any way.

I am very much afraid there is some
secret negotiation in train with the object
of changing, in some way, the set-up of
the Denmark Research Station, and so far
as I can see it means no good for that
station. I ask to be informed what the
Government has in mind and how it can
justify its proposed course of action. We
are entitled to be given this information.
because the Government is not entitled
to keep it secret. I know full well that
throughout its existence the Government
has had a penchant for doing things on
the quiet and then making a public an-
nouncement when they are a fait accompli
and it is too late to do anything about
them, and in this instance it looks as if
the Government is following a similar
course.

If it is the Government's intention to
close the research station, I will vigorously
oppose it, because I read Mr. Cullity's ar-
ticle twice and I came to the conclusion
that if ever there was justification for
the continuance of the reasearch station
it is to be found in that article. Mr.
Cullity was an officer of the Department
of Agriculture when I was a Minister and.
knowing him, he would not make a state-
ment concerning the activities of his de-
partment unless he considered it was highly
desirable to do so, and unless it was com-
pletely factual.
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To any member who may have any
doubt about this, I would suggest he read
this article in the Albany Advertiser and
make up his mind on whether the re-
search station should be continued. I
trust the Minister will appreciate that I
am) most concerned about this matter and
I hope he will make an endeavour to let
us know what the Government has under
contemplation,

MR. JAMIESON (Bceloo) [12.7 pin.]:
I would like to comment on several
aspects of this vote. Firstly, I will deal
with hormone sprays in the way that
they affect agriculture, Earlier this year
my colleague from Geraldton supplied me
with a copy of correspondence he had
received from the Gcraldton Tomato
Growers' Association and after reading
it I felt that some move must be taken
before long towards controlling hormone
sprays used by farmers so that other
Persons engaged in agricultural pursuits
do not suffer as a result of such sprays.
This letter in itself is very informative
and should receive some consideration by
the Minister and, indeed, by Parliament
itself. It reads as follows:-

The enclosed synopsis has not been
compiled as a verbatim report but is
the condensed coverage of all the
questions and answers put to Mr.
Meadly during his recent visit.

Our growers are very concerned
that-despite all the glorious pro-
mnises prophesied for the Geraldton
district-a well established industry

ic lov.ly being forced out of existence.
We cannot stress too strongly that
a large proportion of the present
active growers are not fitted for
other than agricultural pursuits,
having accepted the invitation of our
government to come to Australia and
become food producers.

You are well aware that-all too
often-people come to Australia with
the idea that life outside the metro-
politan area is too rigorous for them.
It is to the credit of most of our
members that they have always been
honourable and independent; content
to endure years of hard work to build
a futuire for their families and Aus-
tralia.

We feel that this threat of de-
stuction from hormone sprays Is
artificially created by one section of
our community determined to persist
in an attitude which can only be
termed irresponsible when wve study
the great economic distress inflicted
upon our tomato growers.

We have been assured that the
problem is being studied: perhaps it
is rash to Put into words what most
of our growers feel but we are con-
vinced that the use of hormone
sprays-for any purpose-will, even-

tually. prove to be a retrogressive
move and the destruction of the
tomato growing industry-therefore-
entirely unnecessary and unjustified.

In maintaining that hormone
sprays will eventually be outlawed we
have in mind the result of chemical
interference in other phases of life,
both medical and industrial, and cite
the side affects of detergents and the
damage inherent in D.D.T. as prime
examples of the errors of chemists.

Our investigations into the effec-
tivness of hormone wveedicide seems
to substantiate the the:)ry that hor-
mone sprays are v ~ry little use
against the weeds which are supposed
to be inhibited by them; certainly the
results around Geraldton do not
warrant the destruction being caused.

Yours faithfully,
J. E. DAWSON,
Managing Secretary.

Mention is made of the visit of Mr.
Meadly and the discussion with him. The
portion I am going to read is headed-

Report on visit by Mr. Meadly of
the Weeds and Seeds branch, Agri-
culture Department Perth to Gerald-
ton Tomato Growers Assoc. 12th Sep-
tember 1967-

The report reads--
In a brief address, and in answer

to several questions from the com-
mittee, Mr. Meadly conveyed the
following:-

An act to control aerial spraying
was now being drafted for presenta-
tion to Parliament; when it had been
promulgated it would be possible to
make regulations to define the limits
of aerial spraying in this and other
districts of Western Australia.

This is a little behind the times because
that legislation has already been passed.
To continue-

Unfortunately, the proposed act and
regulations were not designed to con-
trol boom spraying and mister use.
These could be a greater menace than
aerial spraying. There was sound
evidence to support the contention
that -any form of hormone usage
should be controlled.

I hope the Minister has taken notice of
what I have read, because it constitutes
one of the biggest complaints I had to
make when he introduced piecemeal legis-
lation which controlled one section in re-
gard to hormone spraying, but did not con-
trol other sections. Here, the statements I
have read out are being made by depart-
mental officers to an open meeting of
growers and the officers are pointing out
that without ground spraying it would be
practically useless for the department to
try to do anything.
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After having read portion of these docu-
ments, I became rather anxious and felt
that some early action should be taken by
the department, and that it should be
given some overall power in respect of
these sprays. To continue with the re-
port-

Asked to comment on what was the
ultimate solution of this problem to
tomato growers Mr. Meadly said:-
(inter alia). This is a tremendous
problem; one, I am afraid, which is
causing concern in places other than
Geraldton. You have my sympathy; so,
too, do the farmers when they press
their claims for greater use of hormone
herbicides. Perhaps it is hard to face
but someone must go to the wall;
either the tomato growers or the far-
mer. My personal view is that the safe
limit-as far as prohibited spraying in
Geraldton is concerned-would be 50
miles from a tomato garden.

Mr. Brady; That would be up near Mu)-
lewa or Binnu.

Mr. JAMIESON; It is certainly a long
way. To continue-

In the beginning we did not realise
the extent of possible contamination
from aerial or ground spraying of hor-
mnone weedicides. We thought-in
giving you a restricted zone of 12 miles
-that we were being both prudent and
generous. Now we realise that atmos-
pheric contamination occurring in
July and forty miles distant from
Geraldton can cause you great loss in
tomato production during August of
the same year.

This indicates how vital the problem is. It
is one that must be given urgent atten-
tion, because it could wipe out a complete
industry in a particular part of the State.
M1r. Meadly went on to consider the 07
families dependent on tomato growing', and
said be felt that a decision had to be made
as to whether the tomato-growing indus-
try was to survive or whether the farmers
were to survive.

The tomato-growing industry constitutes
an intense type of production; it is far
more detailed than are the broad acres of
farming. if anything should happen to the
industry it will be necessary for the
growers to find other work, and this of
course comes back to the problem of de-
centralisation. If their farms are ruined
they will undoubtedly come to the cities
and the towns, rather than deploy their
efforts to the land where they could be
most useful. Wr. Meadly concludes with
the following advice;-

Other sprays do exist but their
limitations are many, Some are too
expensive, some are cheaper but very
much less effective. Growth regulators
applied earlier in the season deserve
greater study but the prime require-
ment was one of economy and ease of

use. None were as acceptable as 24 D
emulsions for ease of application and
cost.

The most frequently posed question
was "what alternatives are there to the
24 D hormone weedicides". This ans-
wer was not difficult in itself; it was
the qualifications which caused the
reply to be less than easy.

D&r. Meadly pointed out that it might be
a, little difficult for these people to sur-
vive; but each and every person engaged in
industry has a right to survive on the land,
and as these tomato farms have been an
established industry over a number of
years they deserve urgent consideration
from the Minister in regard to their future.

I would now like to touch on the ques-
tion of foreign weeds which are imported
into this State, with particular reference
to the problems in my own electorate and
those in the metropolitan area. I refer
now to types of weeds which have been
introduced into our lawns. Some years
ago we had introduced into the country
from Chile a weed calied onehunga weed,
which is a dreadful scourge.

This weed is now quite common in the
metropolitan area; indeed, it is so com-
mon that it has invaded the gardens of
Parliament House. It is also evident in
a number of parks in the State. The weed
in question makes lawns virtually un-
usable for several months of the year. Its
burrs are very sharp, and unlike double-
gees they will grow in the lawn; the
lawn becomes a host to it and it grows
through the lawn in the early spring
months. As I have said, the weed has
a needle-sharp burr which attaches itself
to the feet and of course it is thus con-
veyed from district to district by people
engaged in the itinerant profession of lawn
mowing. There are few parts of the
metropolitan area which are free from this
weed, and it is our responsibility to limit
its encroachment as far as possible.

While in some respects I have criticised
the effect of 2,4-D weedicide, I understand
that if effective use was made of 2,4-D this
particular weed could be controlled to
some degree, and possibly eliminated.

While- as members of Parliament we
cannot be responsible for ensuring that
individual home-owners use it-indeed, it
would be dangerous for them to do so-
it is up to us to try to do something,
Parks and gardens are controlled by vari-
ous boards, and under the supervision of
the Department of Agriculture advice
should be given to them on these matters.
Constant care should be exercised so that
the spread of this burr might be contained
in the limited area to which it has spread.

It is a nasty type of weed, and it does
not seem to have any commercial signi-
ficance. If the burr gets into pastures
the fine spurs wvill get into the nostrils
and mouths of the animals, and so cause
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them a great deal of trouble and pain.
That is an aspect with which I am not
familiar, and I am more inclined to leave
it to the members representing country
districts to tell us what farm animals will
eat.

During the debate on the Loan Esti-
mates I offered criticism of the meatworks
at Midland. A considerable amount of
loan money had been allocated to that
abattoir in each of the past several years.
Yet there were shutdowns. When I raised
that matter, there was a shutdown or a
dispute at the Midland Abattoir which
caused production to cease for a while.
Not knowing the reasons at the time, I
had to rely on the Press report. I found
it was a shutdown brought about by uin-
hygienic conditions at the works.

There should have been no reason for
the conditions to be so poor, in view of
the large amount of loan money which
had been spent. I suggested that some
action should be taken against the board,
and that seemed to stir the Minister, be-
cause on the 10th December in The West
Attstralian there appeared a statement by
him under the heading of, "Hygiene
Standards at Meatworks are Defended."
The Minister indicated that the problem
was not associated with hygiene, even
though I had made that suggestion.

There must have been some reason for
the closing down of the Works, so I asked
a further question but received a rather
peculiar reply. I found there had been
no withdrawal of the license to export;
but obviously-because of the statements
that have been made-the stoppage in the
slaughtering of meat for export must have
been caused by some factor. I do not
know what the Minister thought he was
achieving by not indicating fully the
reason for the stoppage. The second part
of my question was-

Are the hygiene standards of the
Primary Industry Department higher
than those required under State
Government administration?

The reply of the Minister was. "No." The
answer did not tell me very much.

I followed up with a further question,
and I was informed that the works had
not been shut down because of Poor hy-
gienic conditions, but that it had been
brought about by an excessive number of
flies. If that is not a matter of hygiene
then I do not know what is. How ab-
surd was the reply of the Minister!I

I do not know who feeds the answers to
the Minister. He said it was not on the
grounds of hygiene, but was brought about
by an excessive number of flies which had
got into some section of the works, and
so the meat was not acceptable to the
Department of Primary Industry for ex-
port Purposes. It was a hygiene reason.

The Minister said that at that time of
the year it was normal for problems such

as this to exist. The Minister indulged
in unnecessary dodging of the questions.
They were not asked for the purpose of
trying to scalp anyone. Everybody knows
that in the spring there is an excessive
number of flies, and if the Minister had
said that in the first place he would have
cleared up the position.

There was another reason for the clos-
ing down of the works, and it was also on
the ground of hygiene. The works had
been closed down because of the difficulty
experienced in allocating health inspec-
tors to examine the meat. There was
some disputation between the Common-
wealth and State health inspectors, as a
result of which the shutdown occurred.
That again was a hygiene reason, because
without the presence of health inspectors
the meat would not be regarded as having
been hygienically processed. Both causes
of the shutdown were concerned with
hygiene, despite the reasons attributed by
the Minister-an excessive number of
flies; and health inspectors not being
available to examine the slaughtered ani-
mal s.

I wish that when the Minister gives re-
plies to questions asked in the House he
would not resort to dodges, and so lead
members to ask further questions. These
problems confront all abattoirs, and there
was nothing to hide. The way in which
the Minister answered the questions led
us to believe he was trying to hide some-
thing.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [12.27 P.m.]: MY
concern as to the future of agriculture
and of economic returns to the farmers
of this State is well known to the mem-
bers of this Chamber. To hear members
present voice their concern about this
great industry of Western Australia is
particularly gratifying; therefore the
words of the "professor of agriculture'
from Victoria Park were most welcome to
my ears. Especially now, with the
economic and marketing Problems we are
facing, do we need solidarity among all
our people to advance the situation to
real prominence in the national outlook
for our country's future.

To that end I would like to make one
or two observations on the Annual Esti-
mates before us. I notice on page 46 of
the Estimates that the salary of the
Director of Agriculture will be $200 less
this year than it was last year. I notice
also the salary of the deputy director is
likewise less this year. However, when I
turn to the vote for the Minister for
Industrial Development, I find that his
director and administrative officer have
had their salaries increased.

Mr. Toms: That was where the money
came from-the Agriculture Vote.

Mr. GAYFER: I wonder whether the
Minister can give me an explanation for
this? I would like to knowv why the
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Director of Agriculture, who is responsible
for a mighty industry, should be reduced
In salary this year compared with last
Year, while the director and the adminis-
trative officer of the Department of in-
dustrial Development have received an in-
crease. While this vote is being dealt with
and the Minister for Agriculture is in his
seat, I would like to ask him to tell us
exactly what is being accomplished by the
Co-ordinator of Agricultural Industries. I
do not think he mentioned that aspect in
his introductory remarks. I wnould be
appreciative to learn what this worthy
gentleman is accomplishing.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [12.30 P.M.]: I have taken
notes of a few of the points raised by
various members, and I will endeavour to
cover as many points as I am able. In
cases where I am unable to make any
reference, I promise members I will com-
municate with them at an early date so
as to provide them with the information
they require.

The member for Victoria Park referred
to on article in this morning's paper. It
is a strange thing, but this morning's
paper is the first I have not read for as
long as I can remember; and up to this
point of time I have not seen it. 1 was
not responsible for what appeared in the
paper, and it is very difficult. for me to
comment on something about which I
know nothing. However, I would like to
make some reference to the point made by
the honourable member regarding the
effect of the devaluation of sterling on
Australia and, in particular, on the agri-
cultural industry.

At this moment the Government of
Western Australia, and no doubt the Gov-
ernments of all other States, have no
detailed information as to how the vari-
ous sections of agriculture in this country
will eventually be affected. As members
know, the majority of our markets are
conducted on an Australia-wide basis. In
regard to the wheat industry, we have the
Australian Wheat Board, which is re-
sponsible for the sale of the whole of the
wheat production of Australia and for
meeting the requirements of our own
population. It is the responsibility of that
board to dispose of the product to the
best of its ability.

As to how devaluation will affect wheat
sales In the various parts of the world, I
do not think anyone would know immedi-
ately, because the quantities sold to vari-
ous countries affected by devaluation will
have to be assessed.

In regard to the increase in freight rates,
announced in this morning's paper, I: am;
certain that even the Wheat Board is not
in a position to clearly indicate what the
situation is at the moment. However, I
know that representations have been made
to the Commonwealth Government on be-

half of the sections of the industry that
will be affected. We do not know what
effect devaluation will have on other in-
dustries; and we do not know what the
effect will be on imports of machinery re-
quired by farmers. As I have said, quite
candidly and honestly, we are not in a
position to give any details as to the effect
of devaluation. I mentioned wheat, be-
cause it clearly demonstrates the situa-
tion.

Meat is sold by the Australian Meat
Board through various exporters. The
system of hygiene, as mentioned by the
honourable member-and to which I shall
refer in a few moments-is controlled
through the Department of Primary In-
dustry. As we see it at the moment,
meat being sold to America and Japan
will not by affected by devaluation, but
meat being sold to Great Britain will.
However, because meat is being sold to
Great Britain in reduced quantities the
impact will not be great.

I repeat: I am not in possession of any
detailed information which would enable
me to make a clear statement to the
Chamber, but as time progresses, no do~bt
this information will be available. I
would stress the Point that we have re-
quested the Commonwealth to look
quickly into negotiations that have been
completed in regard to this year's pro-
duce. Already some oats and barley have
been sold overseas and the price was
negotiated before devaluation. I cannot
indicate what effect devaluation will have,
or how the commonwealth Government
will be able to assist those concerned with
these sales. However, it appears that
some action will be necessary.

Mr. Davies: Are sales to China in
sterling?

Mr. NALDER: I understand they are,
but I am not in a position to give a definite
answer because I have not the informa-
tion.

Mr. Jamieson: I think they must be.
We do not recognise China, but England
does, and you have to have mutual cur-
rency.

Mr. NAILDER: I understand that is the
ease, but I cannot give any details. We
are watching the position closely to see
how some sections of primary industry
and,' perhaps, Some sections of secondary
industry will be affected. I assure mem-
bers that we will watch the position
closely. I think devaluation must have
some effect, but I cannot say what this
will be or how we should meet the situa-
tion. Every effort will be made to see
that the Impact is lessened as much as
possible.

The member for Victoria Park made re-
ference to the sale and export of fruit,
mainly, I think, in regard to the apple
and pear section of the industry. It is
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quite true that some of the export apples
that were sent from Australia to Europe
are still held up in the Suez Canal. I
have been in touch with several local ex-
porters and I understand that not a great
quantity of Western Australian fruit is
involved. By far the majority of the eases
on board ship are from Tasmania. Prom
inquiries I have made, I understand the
exporters have covered themselves by some
type of insurance, and in many instances
the growers will not be affected. I under-
stand that some exporters--I cannot give
any indication of the number-have been
selling apples on consignment.

Mr. Davies: For how long would the
apples keep?

Mr. NALDER: I do not know the con-
ditions under which they are being held.
If they are still in cold store they might
keep for a little while, but I would think
they would be almost a total loss.

The honourable member mentioned the
cream situation. This is something that
has been with us for some time, and very
little has been done in an effort to see
whether an improvement could be made
in Western Australia. I have taken a
close interest in the situation, and I was
hopeful that at this stage we could make
some announcement as to what it is in-
tended to do to increase sales of fresh
cream in Western Australia. I was hope-
ful the cost structure could be investigated
to see whether cream could be made avail-
able to the public at a reasonable price.

A considerable amount of discussion has
taken place, and conferences with all sec-
tions of the industry have been held. The
producers, through the whale-milk sec-
tion of the Farmers' Union, the cream sec-
tor-that is the manufacturers of butter
and cheese and powdered milk, and so
on-the treatment plants, and the Milk
Board have all been represented. We
have also had discussions with the re-
tailers. Members in this Chamber repre-
senting the milk producers will agree that
every effort is being made collectively to
try to reach a point where we can an-
nounce a system which will be of benefit
to all concerned. However, we are not
in that position.

I am still having meetings with the
Milk Board in an effort to see what can
be done. I am hopeful of an early an-
nouncement. I do not know whether
members have seen the report in the
periodical Choice which indicates that the
public in Western Australia are getting
the best deal. This is correct, because
what is being sold is not adulterated in
any way. It has no additives and there-
fore no additional costs are involved. I
want to point out that if we agree to ad-
diltives to the butterfat content of cream,
the price must be increased, although there
would be no real nutritional value to the
consumer.

Mr. Davies: I asked about that and I
was told that any saving in a reduction
of the butterfat content would balance
the cost of any additives.

Mr. NALER: I do not think the con-
sumers should be called upon to pay this.
especially when they will gain no nutri-
tional value. Actually the housewife, if she
so desires, can do this herself at a much
lower cost. It would involve a little pub-
licity to acquaint the public with the way
in which it can be done.

Mr. Toms: A little icing sugar added.
Mr. NATDER; Yes; or certain other

additives are available quite cheaply. I
want to assure members that we are work-
ing on this: and I would point out to the
Leader of the Opposition that we are not
secretive about it, or about the other
matter either, We are trying to do the
best we can under all the circumstances.

Mr. Davies: Is it likely to be above 40
per cent?

Mr. NALDER: It is likely that a pro-
duct will be available with a higher
butterfat content. It may be available
to the public for a period in order to gain
Public reaction to it. If it is not accept-
able, it can be withdrawn from the market.

So many sections of the industry are
involved, but we hope that no action we
take will force up the Price to the con-
sumner. As the result of the many hours of
discussion I hope we will be able to submit
a Proposal which will help the dairying
section of the industry, the milk section-
because increased quantities winl be re-
quired-and the consumer.

I hope we will not drift into a situation
similar to that which exists in Victoria
where anything up to a dozen varieties
of cream are available. I am quite sure the
Victorian public do not know what they
are getting. At the moment we have only
the one variety being sold, except for
what is being sold on the roadside towards
Armadale. It is possible to buy what is
advertised as scalded cream on the road-
side, but I am doubtful whether it is.

We are trying to iron out the whole
Problem so the public will know exactly
what it is buying; but I am not in a posi-
tion to do anything yet because no firm
agreement or understanding has been
reached. However, we are making every
effort to bring about some change which
will be helpful. I think that covers all
the Points raised by the member for Vic-
toria Park.

The member for Mt. Marshall referred
to the importance of soil erosion. This
subject has been debated in this Chamber
during the discussions on one of the Bills.
It has also been discussed at conferences
held by the Pastoralists and Graziers'
Association on the pastoral side and the
Farmers' Union on the agricultural side.
Every effort is being made to improve the
situation. Reference was made to the
problem during the debate on the Bill
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concerning the movement of cattle and the
control of this movement in the Ord River
area.

The honourable member mentioned an
area of some 23,000 acres in a part of the
country in which he has some direct in-
terest. Although I am only hazarding a
guess, I would say that we have over
1,000,000 acres of salt-affected land in
different stages in Western Australia.
Some areas are almost completely useless
because of the eff ect of the salt on the
soil. We have other areas Which do grow
some salt-tolerant plants. We are trying in
every way to educate the farmer to take
an interest in this matter. It mainly con-
cerns the control of stock, because this
will have a big effect on those farmers
who are now fencing their salt-affected
areas and trying to grow these plants.
Although these areas will not carry a great
number of stock, what is being done does
help to a degree to curb the effect of the
salt on the land, while at the same time,
it gives an indication of the production
which can be obtained.

I am very pleased at the interest which
has been taken in this subject. While
travelling around it Is easy to ascertain
the steps which are being taken to try to
improve this situation. A number of offi-
cers in the department have specialised In
this subject and some have just returned
from an overseas study. We are hoping
the knowledge they have gained will be
helpful in making some contribution to
the overall problem.

I have noted what has been said with
reference to the money available from the
Commonwealth Government. This may be
so, because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment does make available funds in various
fields provided the Government is in
agreement with the type of work being
undertaken.

As I mentioned last year, the member
for Avon has a particular interest in an
area in his electorate which has been sur-
veyed and on which some work has al-
ready commenced. I gave some details of
this in answer to a question he asked the
other day. We are hoping to make this a
demonstration area where people will be
able to see for themselves the value of
certain work being done. We are also
hoping to be made available through our
Department of Agriculture Journal all the
information we gained as a result of this
venture.

Some farmers in Dalwallinu have in-
Werested themselves in this problem and
we are co-operating with them in an
endeavour to gain some evidence which
can be produced In other parts of the
State.

The member for Darling Range referred
to the honey industry. As in some sections
of all industries, this particular industry
Is going through-I was going to say a
depression; but "depression" is not the
word-a period in its programme of pro-
duction and at the moment is facing cer-
tain difficulties.

Several days ago the honourable member
did mention the problem of certain people
engaged in the honey industry. The honey
producers in Western Australia voted
strongly in favour of being part of an Aus-
tralia-wide organisation, Although we
produce by far the largest quantity of
honey in Australia, the producers felt it
was in their interests to have an overall
marketing programme.
Sitting suspended from 12.51 to 2.75 p.m.

Mr. NALDER: Prior to the luncheon
suspension, I was replying to questions
raised by the member for Darling Range
with reference to honey. I had indicated
that the situation in Western Australia
is that the growers had agreed to go into
a Commonwealth organisation for the
marketing of their honey. As the honour-
able member said, I understand that re-
cently a referendum, or something of that
nature, was held by the growers to es-
tablish whether or not they Would ask
for a subsidy to assist them in the sales
of, or in the returns from, their honey. I
understand the majority voted against it.
Whether the market movement and the
subsequent drop in prices have suggested
that some of them voted wrongly, I do
not know.

These are problems which are associated
With many of our agricultural industries.
For various reasons fluctuations occur in
market prices. In my opinion it is up
to the growers themselves, if they are
not satisfied with an arrangemient or a-
programme instituted on their behalf, to
make a protest in the first instance on a
Federal basis and then on a State basis.
I assure the honourable member that if
there is anything at all we can do to
assist the industry we will do it.

I was interested in the honourable mem-
ber's comment with reference to the local
demand for honey and the annual con-
sumption which takes place. I do not doubt.
what he said was correct; that is, the con-
sumption in Western Australia Is in the
vicinity of one pound per person per
year.

Mr. Hawke: You and I do better than
that.

Mr. NALDER:, The member for Nor-
tham is correct. I think if I assessed the
quantity of honey I eat during the year
it would probably easily be 4 lb. or 5 lb.
However, that is by the way.

There is one matter which I would like
to pass on to the producers of honey on the
consumption Proposition. I have put it
forward to other sections of industry for
their consideration: that is, the estab-
lishment of a fund. As a matter of fact,
I predict that by next year the pig in-
dustry in this State will have agreed to
set up a fund, not only for research but
for promotion generally. The fund would
be used by the industry when and where
it thought it necessary to do so.

2560



(F~riday, 24 November, 1967.) 56

I believe distinct advantages are to be
obtained by this method which, I think,
should be utilised by every section of in-
dustry. Today, every section of industry
could put aside a very small sum of money
for promotion and research work, and have
a direct say in what is being done. I
believe this situation should be encouraged,
and all sections of agriculture in this State
could then take advantage of certain
opportunities. For example, the beekeepers
have advertised their product. and the
results that can be obtained through a
little propaganda programme being
brought into effect in different ways and
at different times are absolutely amazing.

Mr. May; Couldn't we have a honey
board?

Mr. NALDEB: We have a honey board.
Mr. Gayfer: Honey bees, too.
Mr. NALDEE: I do not know whether

the member for Collie is confusing this
matter with coal.

Mr. Graham: No, with onions!
Mr. NALDER: If any industry wanted

to contribute to a fund of this nature, I
amn sure that, overall, it would not amount
to very much. A very small deduction
from the sales account could be put aside
for the purpose.

I do not know whether I have mentioned
a certain matter in the Chamber previously,
but I recall a situation some years ago
when very low prices were being offered
for pigs and pigmeat.. The Pig Society
in Western Australia agreed to take a two-
page advertisement in the Daily News on
a Friday in order to advertise the situa-
tion. As a result of this, one butcher alone
sold 10 tons of pork the following day.

At the Merredin market on the follow-
ing Monday the price of pigs rose by $2
a head. Such a situation needs only to be
brought to the attention of the public and
it is up to those engaged in the industry
to make some move so that they are in
an advantageous position when such a
situation develops. The vegetable growers,
for example, would be well advised to adopt
this Policy. I know that some are already
very keen to do so. When they co-operate
and do what I suggest, it will certainly
represent a valuable contribution to the
stability of their section of primary in-
dustry.

Mr. Hawke. Are there any beekeepers
who are entirely dependent on beekeeping?

Mr. NALDER: With the exception of
some who take on same odd Jobs in the
off season, beekeepers depend entirely on
beekeeping for a living. The Government
is fully aware of this and the Minister
for Lands is holding large areas of land
which are suitable for the production of
honey in this State; that is, areas -upon
which native flora is rowing which Is so
essential to beekeepers for the production
of honey.

The honourable member mentioned the
sale of stone fruit. When introducing my
Estimates I indicated that ]ast year an
all-time record was created with the ex-
port of stone fruit from this State. The
importance of this industry is appreciated
because it is greatly influenced by seasonal
conditions. Those engaged in the industry
have to be very careful with their pro-
duction methods, and how they treat their
trees; that is, there is a great deal of
importance laid on the most suitable time
to Pick the fruit and when it shall be
placed in cool storage. Stone fruit is one
of those products which require a great
deal of attention, but this section of pri-
mary industry makes a valuable contri-
bution to the economy of the State.

During the Course of his remarks the
honourable member highlighted the fact
that it is urgent to take steps to bring
about greater water conservation. I can
say quite frankly that I am fully cognisant
of the importance of increased water
supplies. For a number of years many
people have said that we live in a wonder-
ful State because we are not subject to
many droughts, due mainly to the fact
that we have an ocean for miles and miles
along our western coastline and this en-
sures that we generally get rain when it is
needed. I am not a pessimist, but the
history of various nations throughout the
world indicates that one never knows when
a drought, resulting in a shortage of water,
will occur.

With this in mind the Government is
making every effort, wherever possible,
to encourage People to conserve water. For
the sake of argument, as a result of ade-
quate water storage and irrigation meth-
ods, the potato industry in this State has
flourished. BY the use of these methods
water is made available at an important
stage in the growth of the potato, which
improves the quality and increases the
general production. This is an indication
of how the Government views the Import-
ance of adequate and plentiful water sup-
plies throughout the various sections of
the State.

Even at this very moment there are
farmers In some Parts of the State who are
so short of water that they will have to
dispose of much of their stock. Therefore,
if we can increase our existing supplies of
water there is no doubt that primary pro-
duction in all spheres will be increased.

Mr. Hawke: Is there any legislative con-
trol over stone fruit?)

Mr. NALDER: The only legislative con-
trol we have is over apples and pears,
citrus fruits, and rapes. A committee of
inspection is in existence to administer
the legislative provisions, but we have no
control over stone fruit, although depart-
mental officers can condemn stone frit
if it is immature or if it is adversely affec-
ted in any way. However, for the control
of the sale of stone fruit there is no comn-
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mittee of inspection appointed as there is
for other sections of the fruit industry.
Here again, the public demand for quality
fruit clearly indicates to the growers of
stone fruit that it is essential to market
only a high quality product.

Mr. Hawke: When stone fruit first comes
onto the market it is not very good.

Mr. NALDER: That is so; I can recall a
situation which developed at the markets
on one occasion when green loquats were
put up for sale. I do not thing the Chair-
man of Committees will allow me to de-
scribe what green loquats will do to an
individual. Instead, I will leave it to the
imagination of members.

The member for Avon wanted to know
why there was a difference between the
salaries paid this year and those paid last
year to the director and to the deputy
director. This was brought about by a
marginal increase granted to members of
the professional division. The increase was
Paid in a lump sum in 1966-67 and, of
course, will not occur again this year.

The other point mentioned by the mem-
ber for Avon was in relation to the Co-
ordinator of Agricultural Industries. This
position was created by the Government
this year in an effort to ascertain what
could be done to assist the co-ordination
of the State's agricultural industries. The
Department of Agriculture, the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development, the Mines
Department, and any other Government
department would share in this co-ordina-
tion and do everything possible to assist
where it was found necessary to have dis-
cussions with representatives of the ag-
ricultural industry with a view to bringing
about advantageous results to Western
Australia. The co-ordinator has already
commenced his duties.

Mr. Jamieson: Who is he?
Mr. NALDER: Re is Mr. J. M. Clayton.

He was previously Chairman of the Land
Settlement Board and he has made a Val-
uable contribution towards solving many
of the problems we had in this State. He
liaises between the Agent-General of
Western Australia in London and people
who wish to come out here to see whether
they can purchase properties. He is able
to give them a considerable amount of ad-
vice. He liaises to the extent of giving
independent views on various areas. His
time is fully occupied.

X hope to make available at some later
stage details of some of the activities in
which he has been directly interested. As
a result of his work the Government has
agreed to continue the office for a liur-
ther period, because we think the work
he is doing is making a very valuable
contribution to this State.

The member for Beeloo referred to the
control of sprays. I regret we have not
progressed sufficiently to be able to pro-
duce legislation to control ground spray-
Ing. I also said that last year when legisla-

tion was introduced to control aerial
spraying. I did hope to be able to do
something this year, but we have not been
able to obtain all the necessary details
and information which are required before
legislation of this type is introduced. I
hope the legislation will be ready in the
next session.

I agree with the comments of the mem-
ber for Eeeloo. Everybody knows the
effect of indiscriminate spraying, and how
accidents can occur. From time to time
we receive reports of accidents being
caused by wind change and by spray drift
affecting adjacent areas and damaging
not only crops, but herbage. trees, plants,
shrubs, and the like. We have power to
ensure that any one section of the com-
munity shall not be affected by spraying.

I know the problem which exists at
Geraldton. We have officers in the area
who are continually watching the posi-
tion. The Premier is very concerned and
very interested in this matter. We have
had a great deal of discussion on how
best we can solve the problem. We do
not want to see an industry disappear.
I can assure the member for Beeloo
that the position is being watched very
closely, and that everything possible is
being done to guard against damage. We
rely on the advice of our officers who are
trained in the control and in the use of
sprays.

Another point raised by the member for
Beelco wvas the problem of weed infesta-
tion in metropolitan gardens and lawns.
We have officers of the department carry-
ing out experiments with selected weedi-
cides, and as timne goes on we are hopeful
that these weeds can be kept under con-
trol, as we have been able to keep noxious
weeds under control in various parts of
the State.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister has
another five minutes.

Mr. NALDER: A further point made by
the member for Beeloo referred to the
situation which developed at the Midland
Junction Abattoir. People who have been
around the State will be aware of the
problem caused by an excessive number
of flies in the spring months. No matter
where one goes in those mnonths-into
the street, into the country, or to the
beaches-one will find an excessive num-
beir of flies.

Mr. Graham: They are found on the
beaches, and even on boats in the ocean.

Mr. NALDER: We were faced with this
problemn at the Midland Junction Abat-
toir.' I make no apology for saying this:
On one particular day the temperature
was in the 80s and the problem of an ex-
cessive number of flies arose; and no mat-
ter what precautions are taken no abbat-
toir can be made 100 per cent. fly proof.
Everything possible was done and even
the introduction of cold pressure wind
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above the doors was tried in an effort to
get rid of the flies where the animals were
slaughtered. We must remember that the
slaughtering yards are only a little more
than 100 yards away from the huge hold-
ing yards where stock congregate every
week of the year, and it is impossible to
keep the flies away.

On the day when the stoppage occurred
the inspectors considered there were too
many flies in the boning room. I did not
intend to cover up the position. Because
of the excessive number of flies, the in-
spectors considered that work should
cease. We are conscious of this problem.
on that occasion we did not panic, and
we did not want to tell the world that
Western Australia faced this problem. We
did not want to make a suggestion that
the board members or other employees
should be sacked, and so let the world
know of our problem. If these matters
are broadcast then other countries might
not want the products from Western Aus-
tralia.

We have a responsibility to do the best
under the circumstances. The member
for Beeloo must appreciate what happens
in the spring months when we experience
high temperatures which bring about an
infestation of flies. Under the conditions
which exist we have to do the best we
can.

The Leader of the Opposition accused
,me, as representing the Government, of
being secretive in relation to a situation
which developed at the Denmark Research
Station. I have a responsibility as Minis-
ter to see that we get the best results
from every area of land under our con-
trol, and that is lust what we are doing.
We are examining the situation at the
research station to see whether we are
getting the maximum results from it.

Mr. Bickerton: Are you encouraging the
Leader of the Opposition to get up to
speak on some item in the vote?

Mr. NALDER: If he wishes he may do
SO. The Government has not made a.
decision in respect of this matter, but it
has made some information available. I
met a deputation from the Farmers' Union
and the local shire at Denmark.

Mr. Tronkin: Did you tell themn anything?
Mr. NALDER: I told them all there was

to tell: that we were looking into the
position and no decision had been made.
A report has not yet been received, but
when it is it will be placed before the
Government and a decision will be made.
There has been no secrecy. I am sure
the Leader of the Opposition would criti-
cise mae if the situation at that research
station deteriorated further. There have
been enormous losses in the research
station-losses greater than those of any
other research station in this State, with
the exception of the Kununurra Research
Station-

Mr. Tonk in: You do not run research
stations for profit.

Mr. NALDER: We have to ensure that.
the losses do not deteriorate into a figure
that is out of all proportion to the results
that are being achieved elsewhere.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister's
time has expired.

Procedure: Ministerial Statement
MR. BRAND (Oreenough-Premier)

[2.40 p.m.]: With your permission, Mr.
Chairman, I would like to say a word or
two by way of a statement. I believe it
would be a very good idea if, by common
consent, the Ministers did not explain
their Estimates at any length. In fact,
it would be better if they did not enter
the debate unless there was a speech or
a question to answer at the end of their
Estimates.

The Minister for Education is away for
the time being, and his Estimates will be
postponed until the end of the Estimates
in general.

Might I also suggest-the Speaker is not-
in the Chair at the moment-that the
questions be left until after afternoon tea?

Committee Resumed
Vote put and passed.
Vote: Co-ordinator of' Agricultural In-

dustry, $25,500-
Mr. JAMIESON: I would like the Min-

ister to have a look at the possibility of'
milk packaging. It will be remembered
the Minister disagreed with my idea of
completely abandoning the bottling of
milk in favour of packaging. He said
that it was more expensive. However,
following his statement I saw a 'Project
'67" programme on television which dealt
with Denmark, which is in fierce compe-
tition to keep its dairy products on the
market in Great Britain, Particularly in
view of the situation with regard to the
European Common Market.

In Denmark a plastic container is used.
The material is long plastic of the sausage
type and it is filled and sealed at the
same time. The reason given for the use
of this container is that it is cheaper.
Therefore I ask the Minister to study this
matter. I would not care if we were the
first in Australia to introduce the method,
because it would achieve a two-fold object-
ive: it would dispense with the destructible
container which, as we all know, presents
a danger when broken: and in its place
we would have a plastic container which
could be thrown in the rubbish bin.

The television programme showed an
operator jumping on one of these con-
tainers5 on the floor, but it did not break.
Evidently, it is made of a very solid
material. The packages are stacked in
crates. We could perhaps even get to the
stage of being able to deliver these pack-
ages over the fence in the same way as
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the daily newspapers are delivered. I
would like the Minister to study the
situation to see whether the Milk Board
could introduce such a scheme in Western
Australia,

Vote Put and Passed.
Votes: College of Agriculture, $248,300;

Industrial Development, $980,800-put and
passed.

Vote: North-West, $10,852,800-
Mr. TONKCIN: At the time the Govern-

mnent arranged with Kimberley Meats that
money should be advanced from the Rural
and Industries Bank, I endeavoured to
obtain some information about what was
happening, but was unable to do so. I have
been watching the position since then and
have noticed that during the last financial
year-1966-57-the Government had to pay
the interest on the amount of money ad-
vanced by the Rural and Industries Bank.
Therefore, the company was apparently
not in a position to pay the interest on the
money borrowed.

I would like to know how it came about
that this bad to be done. Is this to be an
outright gift to the company? If not, what
arrangements have been made for the re-
payment of the money? I notice it is not
anticipated that this will have to be done
again this financial year, so that would
seem to indicate that in some way finance
will become available.

This is a strange situation, because we
were told at the time that the purpose of
this new arrangement was simply to make
the position of the Government more
secure than it had been under the
mortgage. It does not seem to have worked
out that way if it became necessary for
the Government not only to see the neces-
sary money was advanced to the company
to acquire the meat works, but also to pay
the interest to the Rural and Industries
Bank. I would like some explanation on
that from the Government.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister for the
North-West.

Point of Order
Mr. NORTON: Does the Minister close

the debate, if he speaks?
The CHAIRMAN: No.
Mr. NORTON: When the Minister replies

to an Estimate he closes the debate ex-
cept for the individual items in committee
when we are allowed only a quarter of an
hour. If the Minister speaks now he will
close the debate.

The CHAIRMAN: Any general debate
should have been held on the previous
-vote.

Mr. TONKIN: We readily agreed to the
suggestion of the Premier that, in order to
expedite business, Ministers would not
necessarily introduce their Estimates, and
so, under those circumstances, I had no
opportunity of dealing with the North-
West until we reached the division on the

North-West. Although I believe I would
have been exercising my right to deal with
the North-West, there was only one matter
I wished to discuss, and I assumed I was
doing that on what would otherwise have
been a general discussion on the Estimates
we had allowed the Minister to pass over
in order to save time. I think under those
circumstances the opportunity should be
available to members on this side if they
so desire, to discuss this division generally.

The CHAIRMAN: I have not said they
cannot. The member for Gascoyne can
speak after the Minister or before him.

Mr. NORTON: But when the minister
replies to an Estimate, he closes the debate
except for the items in Committee, when
we are allowed only a Quarter of an hour.

The CHAIRMAN: We are in Committee
now.

Mr. NORTON: We are allowed 45
minutes on each division.

The CHAIRMAN: Only a quarter of an
hour is allowed now.

Mr. NORTON: I object to your ruling.
The CHAIRMAN: The first division is

No. 26, and under that members are en-
titled to a general debate. We have passed
26, and I am now dealing with division 27
and members are now entitled to only a
quarter of an hour.

Mr. TONKIN: It is as well we get the
position clarified, because we do not want
to be jeopardised by co-operating wtih the
Government. You will appreciate, Mr.
Chairman, that if in the ordinary way the
Minister had been obliged to intro duce
his Estimates, he would then have dealt
with the various departments under his
administration, and at that time a general
debate would have taken place on all the
departments. However, as the Minister
did not get up at any stage, he has not
introduced his Estimates. What is the
Standing Order which determines that
now a member cannot speak gener-
ally to the department of the Minister for
the North-West, in view of the fact that
no general debate at all took place up until
the time I rose?

The CHAIRMAN:. The general debate
takes Place on the first division of the
minister's department. We have passed
that and now we arc on the second. We
are now in Committee and members are
allowed 15 minutes. I have not ruled
that the member for Gascoyne is out of
order. I have ruled that the Minister can
reply and if the member for Gascoyne
raises a query the Minister can reply to
that.

Mr. NORTON: I take it from what
you have said, Mr. Chairman, that you
will allow me to speak for a quarter
of an hour on agriculture, a quarter of
an hour on the Agriculture Protection
Board, and a quarter of an hour on each
of country water supplies, sewerage, drain-
age, and irrigation; Crown law; electoral;

2564



(Friday, 24 November, 1967.1 26

education; fisheries; lands and surveys;
medical: mines: native welfare, north-
west: police; prisons; public health: pub-
lic works; scaffolding; State batteries;,
and general?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, if the honourable
member so desired, but it would be most
unusual if he did.

Mr. Graham: Most inconvenient, tool
Committee Resumed

Mr. COURT: Mr. Chairman, I hope I
can reply to the Leader of the Opposition
without cutting off the member for Gas-
coyne. I would be quite happy if the
member for Gascoyne wished to go back
to the point he was making. I want to
make sure that this will be the position,
because I have no intention to inhibit any,
discussion, and I was afraid that if I came
in at this point I might stop someone from
asking about an earlier item.

The CHAIRMAN: It will be in order for
the Minister to proceed.

Mr. COURT: The matter to which the
Leader of the Opposition has referred has
no item because this year there is no vote
for it. As I have explained on previous
occasions when this matter has been raised
by the Leader of the Opposition, the posi-
tion is unchanged. I recollect that this
was dealt with during the Estimates last
session when somnebody raised a query re-
garding Kimberley Meats whfch has par-
ticular reference to the Broome Meat
Works. When the Broome Meat Works
were taken over by the present proprietors
from the former proprietors (the Par-
rails), a condition was that they had to
enter into certain commitments to form
themselves into a very modern meatworks,

in fact, it is fair to say that the meat-
works that arose out of this arrangement
gave us the most modern and efficient
works at that time in the whole of northern
Australia. We did not have to advance
money to get them. It cost the company
many hundreds of thousands of pounds to
equip itself in the new form. However,
it was part of the arrangement that we
would accept the debit for certain interest
under a formula which was laid down and
which was subject to approval and scru-
tiny by the Treasury. In other words, if
the company's performance during the
initial years was such that it could stand
the interest out of its owin trading, it had
to stand that interest. If it could not, we
agreed to bear the interest up to an agreed
figure. As far as I know, those days are
behind us.

It is quite wrong to say the Glovernment
financed the meatworks and it is also
wrong to say we have, in any way, been
disadvantaged. Under the old set-up we
were virtually in the position where, if
we wanted to keep the works functioning,
we had to advance all the money to the
then proprietors in order to keep it func-
tioning. I do not know how well the

bonourable member knows the old works
but they were a product of the war and
were built under emergency conditions.
Frankly they never became proficient.
because the proprietors tried, through
adding on bits, to make the works do in
order to meet the demand which existed
at that time.

During the last year of the old family
operations, it was made clear to us that
if we wanted the meatworks to-continue.
we would have to advance a very large
sum of money. Even so, the advancement
of such a sum of money was not going to
bring the meatworks. up to D.P.I. stand-
ard. We were then given notice that other
sums of money would have to be provided
progressively if we wanted to keep the
meatworks. open. That was when 'we en-
couraged the family to find a buyer, and
it produced the present proprietors.

Part of the condition was that the new
owners would develop the new works at
their own cost. We agreed to accept some
interest burden-which, incidentally, was
much less than we were absorbing before
-up to an agreed point. This was fair
enough. It made the debt then existing on
the works recoverable. We had already
accepted the fact and reconciled ourselves
to write off a large proportion of the then-
existing debt if the works had not been
sold to a new owner who could re-equip
and redevelop them.

That Is the simple story and I wish to
assure the honourable member that, from
the Government's point of view, it was
a tremendous relief to get somebody
who would not only provide the State with
a first-class meatworks, according to the
modern D.P.I. standard, but who would
also make the amount owing to the bank
-and through the bank to the Govern-
ment-a reasonably secure debt. My own
view is that now there is no prospect of
a bad debt there; but we had a very sub-
stantial prospect of a bad debt before.
That is the simple answer to the query
raised by the Leader of the Opposition
with reference to the fact that there is
no vote this year.

Mr. TONKIN: I could not find in the
Estimates where any estimated expendi-
ture in connection with this item was Pro-
posed. I can see the position now, and so
I am satisfied. However, I did not want
the vote to go through until I was satisfied
on that point.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Education, $39,8S9,000; Native

Welfare, $1,713,400-
Mr. NALDER: I move-

That the votes be postponed until
a later stage of the sitting.

Motion put and passed.
Votes: Mines, $2,105,300; Crown Law,

$2,751,800: Electoral, $310,200; Licensing,
$46,700-put and passed.
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Vote: Lands and Surveys, $3,084,000-
MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [2.56 p.m.]:

There are one or two matters on which I
seek information. Recently a Reserves Bill
.was Passed through this Chamber and
certain criticism was levelled at portions
of the measure because it was Proposed
to take land out of reserves. My complaint
is in connection with taking land from
People and putting it into reserves. A
situation exists at Esperance where land
was granted for agricultural purposes in
1908, and in 1962 it was resumed by the
Government on the ground that the con-
ditions had not been complied with. I
can assure the Minister that. in my
opinion, this was a rather extraordinary
case.

As I have said, the land was granted in
1908 and the conditions were that a cer-
tain amount of agriculture had to be car-
ried out, and the land had to be cultivated.
Two blocks are concerned and, for the
Minister's information, I will quote the
numbers of the blocks: namely, Lot 247
consisting of five acres, and Lot 335 con-
sisting of 10 acres, The land is situated
near Pink Lake at Esperance and was
granted to Mary McCarthy in 1908 on the
condition that a eritain amount of agri-
culture be carried out. I understand that
these areas of land were to be what was
termed "garden areas" and certain f encing
had to be undertaken.

I am sure all this was done over the
intervening period of years. However, we
must consider that the land was taken in
1908 and, even under conditional Purchase,
Provided the conditions were complied
with, a Crown grant should have issued
in 1928. The people who had this property
had other property as well, and probably
this was overlooked. The years went by
and, in 1954, Mrs. McCarthy died. A
year or two subsequently her husband
died, and the areas became part of the
estate. Some of the family live at Esper-
ance and some live in other parts of the
State. In 1962 the Lands Department re-
sumed the two blocks of five acres and 10
acres respectively and put them into a
reserve which was adjacent.

This is not the first time the Minister
has heard about the matter, because I
have a letter from the department in re-
gard to it. When the chap who was
handling the estate on behalf of the
family-he is a member of the family-
became aware of what was happening, he
approached various members of Parlia-
ment, one of whom was the member for
Murchison, as this man is the secretary of
the shire council in the Cue area and he
is a constituent of the member for Mur-
chison. That honiourable member took up
the matter with the Minister for Lands,
and I received notification from the
Lands Department that the late Emil Nul-
sen, who was the member for Eyre before
the last redistribution of seats, had also

made representations on behalf of the
family. The letter reads-

Repi esentations on this matter
on behalf of Mr. R. J. McCarthy
were made at the time by Messrs. E.
M. Heenan & Co., Solicitors and later
by the late I-on. E. Nulsen, M.L.A.
and Mr. R. P. S. Burt, M.L.A. On each
occasion, the Hon. Minister for Lands
replied that it was not possible to
take any steps to alter the action
taken.

I want to know why it was not possible to
take any steps. The Minister took steps to
place this land within the boundaries of
a reserve and the Minister could just as
easily, provided he was satisfied there was
something in the case submitted, have
taken steps to remove this land from the
roserve.

Only recently we had a Bill before the
House the object of which was to remove
certain land from reserves to enable it
to be used for other purposes. If a Bill
can be introduced to do something, an-
other Bill can be introduced to undo some-
thing else, unless my information is entire-
ly incorrect. There has been a good deal of
correspondence with the department on
this matter and I have a fairly big file
dealing with it.

Mr. novell: Why haven't you written
to me about it?

Mr. MOIR: According to correspon-
dence received ftorn the department, the
Minister has been approached by two
members of Parliament and he stated that
he could not uindo anything. Therefore,
what was the use of my approaching the
Minister?

Mr. Bovell: If I said that I could not do
it, the department could not do it either.

Mr. MOIR: This letter "'as forwarded
to me on the l3th Junc from the Under-
Secretary for Lands, and it Makes the
position quite clear. The Minister made
the statement when hie replied to the
representations, that it was not possible
to take steps to alter the action that had
already been taken. I only hope the Min-
ister can rectify what I consider to be a
rank injustice.

Since this man started to write to me.
and since he took up the matter with other
members of Parliament. certain docu-
ments have come to light as a result of
searching through his people's effects.
The original grant was found and it pro-
vided that ceitain improvements had to
be made and certain fencing had to be
done, except where the land was contig-
uous with other property owned by the
Mrs. McCarthy to whom the land was
first granted. The land was fenced, but
no fence was put in where this land
joined another block owned by the same
lady, and this is what the department has
been hanging its actions oni-thiat the
property was not completely fenced. It
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is not denied that it was not completely
fenced; but, according to the documents
which have now been found, the original
grant provides that the McCarthy's were
not required to fence the area completely.

I am assured by the man with whom I
have been dealing that the land was
cultivated to quite a large degree. He can
remember walking behind a plough
ploughing the land, and there are other
elderly people in the Esperance district
who can remember when the land was
under cultivation. After a lapse of 60
years, and because the land has not been
cultivated for some Years, one can under-
stand its reverting almost to nature. How-
ever, surely it was not thought in the
first place that the land would have to be
kept under cultivation for all time! It
had to be cultivated for only three years,
originally, I believe. I understand the
original grant provided for that period
and at the end of that time the Mc-
Carthy's could have applied for a Crown
grant. Now the descendants of those
people are being penalised because the
parents omitted to obtain a Crown grant
after a three-year period, and after nearly
60 years the department evidently saw an
opportunity to resume the land.

I am bringing this matter to the Min-
ister's attention, but if he would like me
to write to him about it because he feels
there is a possibility of providing some re-
dress, I will be only too happy to oblige
and I shall refer him to the file on the
matter. I wanted to bring this to his at-
tention because I1 do not believe the Min-
ister would do anything unfair if he was
in full possession of the particulars.

I have another matter I wish to bring
forward while discussing the Estimates of
the Lands Department. We recently dis-
cussed the question of the allocation of
blocks of land at Esperance, and although
I do not want to rehash this business I
want to refer to a, letter which appeared
in The Countryman of the 23rd November,
because it highlights some of the back-
ground to this matter. The letter was
written by 1. Mv. Goldfinch, Secretary of
the Jerdacuttup Settlers' Association, via
tlavensthorpe. His letter reads as fol-
lows:-

The settlers of the Jerdacuttup
area, Ravensthorpe, are disturbed at
the activities of George Fielder and
Co., with its large holding of land
close to the Jerdacuttup townsite.

Fast correspondence with the Min-
ister for Lands (Mr. Bovell) indi-
cated that these blocks of land were
to be individual farms and this had
a direct bearing on the siting of the
town.

With the present large holdings of
land in the area, the other farmers
are being deprived of such amenities
as school buses and telephones.

Grant's 25,000 acres-
That is the American businessman-

-and Bedford Harbour Station's
46,000 acres are also in the area
surrounding the townaite.

This amounts to 91,000 acres held
by only three owners in an area
where 2,000 acres is the normal hold-
ing which deprives the community of
45 Possible families.

That emphasises what we endeavoured to
point out when this matter was discussed
previously-the feeling of people in this
area where large blocks of land are
granted to companies and individuals to
the exclusion of the ordinary settler. In
this way, instead of having a district
populated with people living on their
farms, making their homes there, and
rearing their families, we have large
open and empty spaces that are utilised
only at certain times of the year when
contractors and their men move in, do
the work, and then move out again.

These large areas do not qualify for
school bus ser-vices or telephone services,
and they have no efficient firefighting
force, simply because of the sparsity of
the settlement in the area, which is con-
spicuous right throughout that section.

There are 153 names on the roll of the
East Ward of the Esperance Shire Coun-
cil and of that number 71 are shown as
being resident outside of Western Aus-
tralia. Some live in the Eastern States,
some in the United Kingdom, and others
in the U.S.A. In the west ward there
are 139 people on the roll and of that
number 57 are absentee voters who live
somewhere outside the district. In the
central ward there are 340 people on the
roll with 74 absentees. Of a grand total
of 632 people on the roll in that agri-
cultural area, 202 are absentee owners.

We can add to that the people who
gave a post office address for various
places in Western Australia, and we can
assume that though they were absentees
they were not resident in those areas. The
absentee ownership, not only in the Jerda-
cuttup area, but in the Esperance area,
is very large indeed and, of course, it carn
only have a detrimental effect on the
welfare of the district, quite apart from
causing a considerable amount of incon-
venience to the people who are doing such
a magnificent Job in developing their pro-
perties and bringing them to the high
pitch of production desired,

The newspaper obviously feels that this
matter is worthy of comment, because in
the editorial of The Countryman we find
the following under the heading "Bad
land Act needs review"':-

In a letter to the editor on
this page, the Jerdacuttup Sett-
lers' Association has drawn attention
to the handicaps that can be imposed
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on southern farming communities by
big, holdings and bad land acts.

These settlers, understandably, are
Perturbed at their bleak prospects of
getting amenities such as improved
roads, telephones and school buses.

They complain that they are being
deprived of these basic community
rights because 9 1,000 acres handy to
where a townsite might be established
is virtually under the control of three
owners.

This, they say, has deprived them of
becoming a farming community con-
sisting of 45 Possible families because
the land was not allotted in blocks of
2,000 acres as contemplated when the
Esperance Land Agreement was re-
negotiated.

The recent debate in Parliament
when a Royal Commission was refused
by the Government, plus the validity
of the Jerdacuttup settlers' complaint
indicated how badly the Act was re-
written in 1960 for the ordinary sett-
ler.

Under this shoddy measure, full of
loopholes and ambiguities more big
parcels of land could be allocated to
the detriment of the family farmer
and to farming communities; and uin-
justified Profit-making on bulk-allotted
virgin land could continue.

One regrettable feature is that
Country Party members, presumably
dedicated to the cause of farmers and
settlers, and to decentralisation, have
chosen to remain silent on this vital
issue.

It is time the Government stated
its intentions-whether it proposes to
leave the measure as it is. or if it
intends to frame a more equitable Act
with clearly defined intentions and
with forthright provisions that can-
not be circumvented.

The editorial I have just quoted was the
result of a letter written by the settlers'
association. The association had some very
pertinent comments to make.

I hope the Minister for Lands will take
notice of the section which refers to the
badly rewritten agreement which was re-
written in 1960. 1 trust members will note
that no reference is wade to the state of
affairs that exists being the fault of a
previous labor Government.

Everything that has happened and is
happening in this area-and also bearing
in mind what the member for Gascayne
said in the House the other night about
conditional purchase land and absentee
owners in an area down south-deserves a
long look by the Government, which should
ask itself where it is going with its land
settlement Policy.

Is this to be the pattern in Western
Australia? It is not only in the south
of the State that this sort of thing occurs;

it is also happening north of Perth in
Places like Badgingarra and 11l' River,
which are being farmned from St. George's
Terrace, Perth-if I may use that ex-
pression.

That is not the way to build an agri-
cultural community. This State of ours
owes a lot to the people who have gone
out to develop these farming properties
and who have succeeded in bringing them
to the Pitch of production at which they
are today.

I am certainly amazed when I see just
wvhat can be done with farming these
days. As members are aware I have had
many Years of farming experience though,
unfortunately, not under conditions which
apply today. It is really astounding to
see the advance which has been made.
The People to whom I have referred
should not, because of the Government's
Policy on land settlement, have obstacles
placed in their way.

It behoves the Government, and the
Minister in charge of the Lands Depart-
ment, to take a good look at the situa-
tion to ensure that the sort oif thing to
which I havc referred will not be allowed
to continue.

MR. BUrT Murchison) 3 .15 pm.: I
wvould like to take this opportunity to
briefly express my regret at the apparent
failure of the Government to enter into
negotiations during its term of office with
the Western Australia Development Cor-
poration. I have spoken on this matter
previously, and I was very sorry indeed
to hear from the answers given to questions
asked by the member for Boulder-Eyre
that nothing firm has been entered into
wvithn this company,, which consists primar-
ily of American interests, but which also
embodies British capital, French capital,
and Western Australian shareholders.

A number of members on this side of the
House, together with a number of resi-
dents in the Esperance area-some of them
are supporters of the party to which I be-
long-were against the Western Australia
Development Corporation being given any
land at all In the area east of Esperance.

I feel now, as I have always felt, that
this is a rather dog-in-the-manger atti-
tude. I do not think many of us know
anything about this land in the far south-
eastern Part of the State, and it is essen-
tial that organisations possessing the
know-how, the brains, and the experience
which are possessed by the Western Aus-
tralia Development Corporation should at
least be given the chance to have a look
at the position with a view to developing
this land; because I am certain that if
nothing is done it will remain in a dor-
mant condition and will be lost to develop-
ment for the next 25 years.

I think it is four years since the com-
pany came to Western Australia to have
a look at the arid areas: and It is over
two Years since it decided on the Nuyts-
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land area, as it is called. I have not
heard of anybody who Is anxious to go
hjut there to apply for pastoral leases
or any other type of land tenure. The
Western Australia Development Corpora-
tion applied for pastoral leases in the
Wiluna area-which is a little more im-
portant to me-and I hope its failure to
reach agreement with the Government in
connection with the Nuytsland area will
not affect its desire to place a stake in
the Wiluna pastoral area, because I feel
that the know-how which it possesses and
its desire to experiment with under-
ground water will be very valuable to the
future of the State.

I have already indicated my keenness
for some exploration of the under-
ground water potential to be car-
ried out-mainly for agricultural
reasons-in areas where there is a
sparse rainfall. But with the mineral
development which is taking place in the
eastern part of Western Australia this
aspect has become very urgent, and every
opportunity must be taken by the Gov-
ernment to explore for underground water
supplies as speedily as possible; because,
with the huge development in the agri-
cultural areas, the catchment weirs at
the coast will not be capable of supplying
those areas in a few years' time,

Mr. Bickerton: Wasn't it a joint Govern-
ment party committee that ruled against
the original application of the Western
Australia Development Corporation? It
was not the Lands Department.

Mr. BURT: There were no rulings
against the company. I think certain con-
ditions were requested, and these could be
pending. My fear is that if the company
does not get a definite offer by the Govern-
ment, it will back out and go to other
States or countries, wvhere it would be most
welcome. I feel this is most Important, not
only for the actual settlement of land, but
because the shareholding members of the
company comprise all sorts of engineering
and scientific org anisations that could give
of their experience and brains in an en-
deavour to develop the right land and in
connection with all types of scientific pro-
jects such as the desalination of water by
nuclear means, the proving of pastures.
and so on.

I know' the company has experimented in
different parts of the world; and one of
the shareholders in the Western Australia
Development Corporation is the Ralph M.
Parsons Company of Los Angeles, a tre-
inendous concern, which has advised the
Governments of many countries on water
problems. It would be Ideal to bring this
company to Western Australia for the ex-
ploration of underground water in the
whole of the north-west.

Some of the members of the Western
Australia Development Corporation are
connected with such projects as the tun-
nel underneath the English Channel. They

deal with problems of a tremendous nature
running into hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, If we can get the company into the
Wiluna area, I feel quite certain that this
wvill more or less lead to the company's
permanently staying in this State. This
would not only be of tremendous advan-
tage to that area, but would assist the
rapid development which is taking place
throughout the State.

I conclude by asking the Minister to con-
tinue to make every effort possible to bring
this organisation into Western Australia;
and, if he is successful. I hope its first
venture will be the taking up of pastoral
leases in the Wiluna district wvith a view
to imparting knowledge for many other
projects

MR. BOVELL (Vasse - Minister for
Lands) [3.23 p.m.]: The member for
Boulder-Eyre referred to two lots: I think
one was Lot 247, comprising five acres.
and the other was Lot 335, comprising 10
acres, neat Fink Lake at Esperance. These
lots wvere taken up in 1908 by a Mrs. Mc-
Carthy. It would appear to me from what
the horiourable member said that the
matter has been very carefully consid-
ered, because his predecessor (the late
Emil Nulsen) approached me. Since this
land was taken up in 1908 and the ori-
ginal holders are deceased, there Is some
goad reason for the action that wvas taken
by the department.

Mr. Moir: Why was it not taken
earlier?

Mr. BOVELL: If the honourable mem-
ber has any fresh evidence which he
can submit to me, then he is entitled to
do so and I will give the matter further
consideration. However, full consideration
has been given and action taken. In ad-
dition, the late Mr. Nulsen made repre-
sentations in regard to this matter. I
am quite sure that if I could have
assisted-as I would in any case-I would
have done so; but no doubt there are
certain conditions which have made ne-
cessary the action that has been taken.
I repeat: If the honourable member has
any further evidence. I will be prepared
to give consideration to any proposal that
might be forthcoming-and I always will
be.

'The next matter mentioned by the
member for Boulder-Eyre was in regard
to land at Esperance. He referred to the
1960 agreement. Let me repeat-which
I have done ad nauseam-that the Gov-
erment of 1960 had no alternative but
to re-enact the agreement as it was; and
if the Chase Manhattan flank people had
insisted, we would have had to allow the
whole of the land-,900,000 odd acres-
to be included in the agreement. How-
ever. we were able to induce the assignees
to surrender certain areas of land-which
were made available tinder conditional
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purchase-until the company was in a
Position to release land,

I cannot bear the responsibility for the
shortcomings of the original agreement.
These have already been referred to today
by the Minister for industrial Develop-
ment. The agreement was made by the
Hawke Government; and although that
agreement of 1956 was not presented
to Parliament, the principle was gene-
rally supported, by members on both sides
of the House, in an amendment to
the Land Act.

I cannot emphasise too strongly that
the present Government, in which I am
the Minister for Lands and was at that
time, had no alternative but to re-
negotiate the agreement with such alte-
rations as were agreed to by the assi-
gnee. Any alterations that were made
have been to the advantage of the State.

In regard to absentee owners, this
matter should have been considered, but
was not when the original agreement was
negotiated. I could not agree more with
the member for Boulder-Eyre that it is
most desirable that farmers owning land,
whether freehold or conditional purchase,
should reside on their farms. For that
reason, in an endeavour to try to improve
the position, we have amended the Act
since we have been the Government.

The member for Murchison referred to
the Western Australia Development Cor-
poration. Negotiations have been pro-
ceeding for some time, and I want to
make it quite clear that it is not the fault
of the Grovernment that this agreement
was not satisfactorily finalised. There are
certain aspects that have to be carefully
considered. X think that when the mem-
ber for Murchison was speaking, the
member for Avon interjected to the effect
that we have the Esperance agreement all
over again. It is for this reason, per-
haps. that negotiations have proceeded
to ensure that not only the corporation,
but the State, is protected in any agree-
ment entered into. It is not the fault of
the Government that this agreement has
not been finalised and presented to this
current session of Parliament.

In relation to the proposal at Wiluna
involving the same corporation, I under-
stand that the Western Australia De-
velopment Corporation is still interested.
I have asked the department to expedite
reports so that we can see whether it is
Possible to come to some arrangement
under the Land Act for this corporation
to take up a pastoral lease. I am anxious,
as is the Government, to see that any
agreements negotiated are in the interests
of the State. Naturally, it is the respons-
ibility of the Minister and the Govern-
ment to see that the State's interests are
fully protected.

I thank members for their response to
this estimate. Last night, when speaking
on the debate on the general Estimates,

the member for Pilbara referred to land
releases in tow nsites--prilcipally Point
Samson. Well, the reason why three lots
were made available was that there were
only three applications.

Mr. Bickerton: The applications have
nothing to do with the argument.

Mr. BOVELL: Of course they have.
Mr. Bickerton: It was a public auction;

you do not take applications at a public
auction. Don't talk piffle! Because the
department has had three applications
does not mean that as many blocks should
be offered.

Mr. BOVELL:. The member for Pilbara
has no knowledge of departmental pro-
cedure. The position is that there are
count-less hundreds of towasites through-
out Western Australia, and the land is
made available when the people want it.

Mr. Norton: It does not cost anything
to offer it for sale.

Mr. Bickerton: Has the Minister ever
thought of making a few more blocks
available? His answer is very weak.

Mr. BOVELL: If I remember correctly,
the honourable member said that 39
people were present at the sale. We now
know what the demand is. However, I
believe that most of those people attended
the sale because of the possibility of
development in the area due to the actions
of this Government. Those people wanted
to cash in and make some capital.

I will quote certain recent releases of
Crown land in townsites. At Ledge
Point, 16 lots were offered and 12 were
sold; at Jurien, 33 lots were offered and
only 9 were sold; and at KCununurra, 31
lots were offecred and 18 sold. I am
explaining to the Committee that the
department has acted with decorum in
this matter. This is exactly what the
member for Pilbara wanted: that certain
lots be made available. We want to pro-
vide a service. At Kununurra, four lots
wvere offered for sale and one was sold:
at Carilla, seven lots were offered and
three were sold. The number of lots
offered, in every case, exceeded the number
sold.

Mr. Bickerton. That is precisely what
we want.

Mr. BOVELL: That is precisely what has
happened.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Forests, $1,516,900; Bush Fires

Board, $133,500; Public Works and Build-
ings, $6,737,200; Harbour and Light and
Jetties, $1,810,200; Local Government,
$193,200; Town Planning, $301,300;, Child
'Welfare and Outdoor Relief, $2,306,000--
put. and passed.

Vote: Chief Secretary, $471,200--
MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [3.35 p.m.l:

I want to bring a matter to the notice of
the Minister for Police. I have had quite
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a lot of correspondence with him, on this
subject. Recent events have transpired
which indicate that a very unfair situa-
tion exists regarding motor vehicle con-
cession licenses for pensioners.

Some time earlier this year all members
were circularised by the Minister for
Police, and it was pointed out that free
licenses were available to certain types of
incapacitated pensioners. In the mnetro-
politan area the hecensing system is
handled by the Police Department and.
to qualify, it is necessary for a Pensioner
to make application to the Police Depart-
ment, If that person qualifies he gets a
free license, or, in some cases, a conces-
sion of a half license.

The situation is diffeient in the country
areas because the licenses are issued at
the whim of the local authorities. I think
the minister, probably unwittingly, placed
members of Parliament in a very embar-
rassing position. I had the circular pub-
licised and a lot of pensioners in my area
who thought they would qualify made ap-
plications for free licenses. I do not know
of one case which was successful. A lot of
complaints were made to me, and charges
were made that I did not know what I
was talking about when I published the
circular I received from the Minister. The
local authorities would not issue the
licenses, so I wrote to the Minister and
complained that the local authorities in
my area were adopting an obstructive
attitude to granting this concession.

Subsequently, I asked a question in the
House. I asked the Minister if a person
who had reached the pension age-60
years for a returned man and 65 years for
a non-returned man-and who had been
an invalid pensioner made application for
a concession license to the Minister,
would be granted one? The Minister re-
Plied that one would be granted provided
the pensioner had a motor vehicle license
during the time that he was an invalid
pensioner.-

The chap I am speaking of did have a
motor vehicle license, issued by the Boulder
licensing authority, while he was an in-
valid pensioner. I forwarded a COPY of my
question and the reply from the Minister
to the shire clerk, and also a copy to the
man concerned. I told the man concerned
to wait a few days and then to go to the
shire clerk to see if he could get his con-
cession license. I received a reply from
the town clerk at Boulder as follows:-

The: Concession License-Albert
Behsman

In reply to your letter of the 8th in-
stant I have to advise the following is
an extract of a Bulletin issued by the
Commissioner of Police relevant to
Concession Vehicle Licenses.
Age Pensioners:

Persons in receipt of the old age
pension (males over 65 years, and fe-

males over 60 years of age) are not
entitled to any concession on a vehicle
license. This will apply to a pensioner
previously classified as "invalid"
who..

This is a complete contradiction of what
the Minister told me. To continue the
letter-

... upon reaching the appropriate
age is reclassified as "age" pensioner,
unless such person previously held a
concessional license.

Not, as the Minister said to me, if he had
previously held a license. To continue-

As Mr. A. Behsman is an old age
pensioner and had no previous coni-
cession he does not qualify.

There the matter rests. These people are
not prepared to accept the answer the
Minister gave to me. Evidently they recog-
nise the Commissioner of Police as their
guiding authority. The Minister forwarded
me a copy of Bulletin 27 .somne time ago
and on checking it I found that the ans-
wer he gave to me is quite correct. So I
now ask the Minister to make it perfectly
clear to these people that concessional
licenses are available along the lines of the
reply he gave to me in this Chamber.

Another aspect of the matter which I do
not like is set out in one of the Minister's
letters to me, dated the 16th June, 1967.
In that letter he said -

I acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 14th June regarding concession
vehicle licences for pensioners and,
for your information, enclose a copy of
Bulletin No. 27 issued by the Com-
missioner of Police to all Local Auth-
orities and which, in Item 1, sets out
the policy in relation to this matter.

It is pointed out, however, that this
policy is not binding on a Local
Authority. Concessions are not granted
by the Minister in respect to a vehicle
licence unless the Local Authority
concerned makes the appropriate
recommendation to the Minister.

I point out to the Minister that none of
these local authorities are anxious to lose
revenue, and of course they will not agree
to these concessions on vehicle licence
fees. if the Government is of the opinion
that these people are entitled to some con-
cession, the policy should be general
throughout the whole of Western Australia
and should not apply to the metropolitan
area. This method applies throughout the
country districts but the people concerned
have to depend on the local authority be-
ing prepared to grant a concession in the
licence fee, whereas in the metropolitan
area people are granted the concession as
a right. I know the Minister is a fair-
minded man, so I will leave these thoughts
with him in the hope that he will take
steps to correct the anomaly.
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I even had tbe ease of an invalid pen-
sioner brought to my notice, and there
should have been no argument in his case.
Nevertheless he was told he had to pay
the full licence fee. He lives in the dis-
trict represented by the member for
Merredtn-Yilgarn. I told this man *1
would do what I could to supply him with
the proper information concerning the
granting of concessions. I know the
member for Merredln-Yilgarn will not
take exception to my doing that, but un-
fortunately I1 did not make a note of his
address and I have been unable to write
to him to advise him of the true posi-
tion.

That man was refused a concessional
licence fee by the Boulder Council.
which indicates the attitude of the locali
authority. As I have said, other cases
have clearly proved that the attitude of
local authorities is that they do not care
to grant concessions in regard to vehicle
licences to anyone- In the future I will
look to the Minister to give these people
some direction in the matter.

Sitting swipended from 3.45 to 4.2 P.M.

MR. GAITER (Avon) [4.2 pi.]A: I
did not intend to speak on this vote, but
I feel compelled to refer to the 65 miles
Per hour speed limit. This speed limit
which is being introduced does not en-
tirely meet with my approval, but as
many country shires and Parliament
generally have agreed-because the
words which have, not been spoken in
this Chamber indicate agreement-then I
have no objection to a trial period.

I shall not refer to the various papers
I have dealing with speed, and the advan-
tages and disadvantages of speed limits
except to say that in the United States
of America the latest report on this sub-
ject indicates that the problem can be
divided into three princip~al parts: the
first is the driver; the second is the high-
way; and the third is the car itself.

In today's Daily News appears an ad-
vertisement of the new Holden motorcar.
This is the very thing we should be look-
ing at in trying to reduce the road toll,
and not the overall 65 miles per hour
speed limit. The advertisement is
headed-

For Men With Red Blood In Their
Veins.

Dealing with the gear stick lever which
is located on the floor it states--

Get in. Caress that stick. Lay
this baby into a bend.

That might be amusing to the Minister.
but it is the very type of advertisement
which should be curbed in order to re-
duce accidents.

If we are genuine in trying to stop the
carnage on the road we will not reduce

it by introducing a 65 miles per hour
speed limit, but we will reduce the toll
by curbing advertisements such as this.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay--Chief Secre-
tary) [4.5 p.m.]: The member for
Boulder-Eyre drew attention to the matter
of concessional licenses or free licenses
granted to certain categories of pensioners.
Western Australia is possibly the most
generous State in the whole of the Com-
monwealth in the granting of these licen-
ses. The concession is applied to the full
in the metropolitan area where licensing
is controlled by the police. Under the Act
the Minister can also approve of the
granting of the type of license referred to
by the honourable member, subject to re-
commendation by the local authority. If
the local authority decides not to make a
recommendation then the Minister has no
power under the Act to grant the con-
cession. I realise this Is an anomaly. I
will arrange for the Crown Law Depart-
ment to review the particular section of
the Act to see whether this can be over-
come.

Regarding the point raised by the mem-
ber for Avon, I agree with him entirely.
From time to time this subject has been
discussed with the Australian Transport
Advisory Council; and it has also been
raised by the National Safety Council
and by myself. Only last week I nrote a
letter to a certain advertiser drawing his
attention to a particular feature of his.
advertisement which was not conducive
to safety. Everything possible is being done
in this direction.

I am not in a position to lay down a
code of ethics to cover the types of ad-
vertisement which should be permitted.
By continuing to appeal to advertisers to
restrain the form in which they present
their products we may achieve the desired
resgult, but I am extremely doubtful
whether it will be achieved. Manufac-
turers are eager to sell their products,
and some products appeal to particular
types of people. Some members might
have read in the Press recently where, in
respect of the design -and sale of new
model cars in America, the emphasis is
on youth appeal.

Vote Put and passed.
Votes: Registry and Friendly Societies,

$129,000; Observatory, $54,500; Prisons,
$1,346,906-put and passed.

Vote: Police, $6,819,700-
MR. DAVIES: I draw the attention of

the Minister to a speech made by a
Government member in the Legislative
Council last evening regarding the serious
concern of the business people with
premises in Albany Highway, Victoria
Park; in Belmont; in Redeliffe; and in
areas south of the river regarding the in-
crease in breaking and entering offences.
He described the offences as reaching
epidemic proportions; and I agree with
him.
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I am wondering whether action can be
taken to increase the staff at the Victoria
Park Police Station. There have not been
any additional officers appointed for
general patrol duties since the 26th July,
1961, although there has been an increase
in the number of traffic and C.IB.
officers. The strength of the police at
Victoria Park comprises one sergeant,
and 12 constables for general duties, as
well as one constable in the youth squad.
In effect there are 12 constables at Vic-
toria Park for general duties.

This district comprises an area of ap-
proximately 191 square miles, and em-
braces very dense factory localities. The
concern which has been expressed is very
genuine. I shall not detail the complaints
that have been made, but I would ask the
Minister to look at the article which ap-
peared in the south suburban section of
The West Australian of the 22nd Novem-
ber, which reflects the genuine feelings of
the business people.

Some of them have come to expect their
premises to be broken into regularly. Canis
Bros. in East Victoria Park has been broken
into nine times in the last 10 years. This
firm might not mind the premises being
broken into, but it objects to the windows
being broken on each occasion, although
the windows are insured. This is a matter
for great concern.

The other main offence relates to motor
vehicles and car sales yards. They seem
to have a particular attraction for the
young People. I do not know the answer to
the problem. The police cannot be in all
places at all times. As the district has
grown considerably, and as there has not
been an increase in the establishment
since July. 1961, it is not unreasonable
to expect the appointment of additional
officers to be used on extra Patrols. I would
ask the Minister to look at the article in
The West Australian to which I have made
reference and to read the speech made in
the Legislative Council last evening.

Mr. CRAIG: I will read the article
mentioned by the member for Victoria
Park. The increase in breaking and
entering offences does not apply only
to Victoria Park, but to the whole of the
metropolitan area. Canis Eros. complains
that the windows of its establishment have
been smashed and the jewellery displayed
has been stolen. Many jewellers can help
themselves more by removing the dis-
Plays after the Premises have closed for
business. The displays do not have to be
left overnight. It is not the practice in
the Eastern States to leave displays over-
night in shop windows. Many of the jewel-
lers whose premises have been broken into
are not doing much to Prevent the offences,
and they themselves provide the induce-
int by leaving the displays in the
windows overnight.

We are receiving requests for additional
Police officers all the time. I would point
out that in these Estimates this vote has

been increased by no less than $1,000,000,
or roughly an increase of 20 per cent. from
last year. Additional members are being
appointed to the Police Force as quickly
as they can be recruited and trained, but
there is a limit to this. I assure the
member for Victoria Park that the police
are doing all they can to prevent these
occurrences.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: State Housing Commission, $10--
MR. FLETCHER (Fremnantle) [4.14

pm.: Since this will be the last oppor-
tunity during this session for members to
protest against the shortage of housing,
I will do that briefly. Firstly. I would
like to deal with the shortage as it affects
school teachers. In case I am asked why
I am dealing with this point on the Housing
Vote instead of the Education Vote, I will
point out that if the situation of the State
Housing Commission were better there
would be more houses available for people,
and for school teachers in particular, in
the metropolitan and country areas.

On the 8th August, this year, I asked
the Minister for Education the following:-

(1) Is he aware of Press comment of
the 3rd August, 1967, that 20D
Australian school teachers, in-
cluding some families, are en
route to Canada to practise their
profession as a consequence of
better conditions offered?

(2) If aware, will he make an im-
mediate attempt to provide more
homes and accommodation for
W.A. teachers in country areas
to-
(a) satisfy a publicised urgent

demand;
(b) remove in part an incentive

to join any exodus mentioned
in (1)?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes.
(2) The department does not agree

that any connection exists between
the housing situation and the
migration of teachers to Canada.

Let me say to the Minister that I have
good reason to believe otherwise. I know
that the shortage of housing for school
teachers causes extreme dissatisfaction. I
know, for example, that a member in this
Chamber has a son who is en route to, or
is now in, Canada. I also know that my
own nephew is a school teacher and has
discussed the subject with me, and I also
know of the hostility which exists within
the Teachers Union. I would remind mem-
bers that teachers were recently consider-
ing going on strike on this matter. Yet the
Minister gave me the reply I have just
qiuoted.

MIr. Walden: You would not agree with
that, would you?
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Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister believes
the exodus of school teachers has nothing
to do with the housing shortage. How-
ever that is enough on that subject at the
moment. I would like to see an improve-
ment in the housing of teachers even if it
is only because school teachers are trained
at public expense; because after that train-
ing, I do not like to see them leave our
shores for another country where better

-conditions are offered, including better
housing. There is an obligation on this
Government to provide houses for school
teachers in, for instance, the electorate of
the member for Avon.

Mr. Gayfer interjected.
Mr. FLETCHER: I am not making any

suggestion other than that the Govern-
ment should provide houses for school
teachers in the country areas.

Mr. Nalder: At an economic rent?
Mr. FLETCHER: The Government

.should provide more houses.
Mr. Nalder: At an economic rent?
Mr. FLETCHER: If the Minister likes

to add that, I have no objection.
Mr. Nalder: I am wondering whether

you are satisfied to support that idea.
Mr. FLETCHER: If the Country Party

-of the coalition Government is with me
in my desire for more housing for teach-
ers in country areas, then I wish its
members would join me in twisting the
arm of-

Mr. Nalder: This Government has done
more in this field than has any other
Government!

Mr. FLETCHER: On the subject of
housing, generally, let me say that we
often hear accusation regarding Labor's
socialist policy. This might be good
political tactics because any word with
"ist" on the end of it immediately scares
the electors. Therefore, it is probably
good political tactics to call us socialists.
If the interpretation of socialism is the
belief in placing controls and restrictions
on those who exploit the community in
Prices and charges, then I suppose we are
socialists. However let us have a brief
look at the lack of restraint under the
unfair capitalism to which this Liberty-
Country Party coalition Government is
wedded. It is wedded to a policy of pri-
vate enterprise.

I regret I must rely on statistics, but I
have no source at present from which
to draw information other than the
Press. I wish to quote two brief extracts
to support my contention. The following
appeared in The West Australian of the
13th September:-

What chance do far-sighted plan-
ners have against the profit motive
working full blast in reverse and
offering quick profits on bad land
use? Without vastly increased auth-
ority how can the planners force

speculators to release their land as it
is needed, if the speculators think
they could double their profits by
sitting tight? How can they check
premature subdivision when specula-
tors are gambling for big money?

The CHAIRMAN: The subject with
which we are dealing is housing. I can-
not relate this at all to housing.

Mr. FLETCHER: You will, Mr. Chair-
man, agree with mue that the availability
of land has a considerable bearing on
housing.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not going to
debate the availability of land under this
heading.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am trying to indi-
cate that even the planners of Western
Australia are concerned because housing
is difficult to establish when land is not
available on which to build.

The CHAIRMAN: I point out to the
honourable member that we are debating
the State Housing Commission. We must
keep to that particular item.

Mr. FLETCHER: Then Jet me Put it
this way: Another -newspaper headline
states, "Many Homes Unfit for Habita-
tion." This is in The West Australian
of-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Does this
refer to State Housing Commission
homes?2

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes; to the extent
that the need for housing arises because
of the awful lack of State houses which
exists. I am sure that you, Mr. Chairman,
as a reasonable adjudicator will agree
with me that there is an awful shortage
of houses. My colleague, the member for
Victoria Park, has just handed me a
booklet which the minister told us
was printed in conjunction with the
State Housing Commission. There is an
awful shortage of houses as illustrated by
that particular newspaper article. The
Press takes this Government to task
in an editorial concerning speculating
in land.

The CHAIRMAN:, Order! The honour-
able member must get on to State housing
or I will have to sit him down.

Mr. FLETCHER: Very well. I will be
on safer ground if I return to my original
subject concerning the necessity for more
housing for teachers in country areas.
This accommodation is urgently needed
so that teachers will be able to move in
with their families. This will be of bene-
fit to the teachers themselves and to this
State.

MR.. DAVIES (Victoria Park) C4.24
Pin.]: I hope this is one Minister who
will give us a full explanation of the
activities of his department over the past
12 months, because of all matters with
which members of Parliament have to
deal, housing is the most important. We
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thought the position would gradually im-
prove, but it is worsening. I believe that
the official waiting time is 36 months, but
it would actually be closer to 48 months,
judging by discussions I have had with
officers of the State Housing Commis-
sion. Members must spend more time
than they can spare chasing houses for
people who urgently require them. They
have to spend too much time arguing
with the State Housing Commission, and
the results achieved are all too often
nowhere near as good as they should be.

The Housing Commission has made a
big song about what has occurred. When
the matter was raised earlier in the ses-
sion, the Minister told us there was no
shortage, only pressures. I would like to
tell him that those pressures have now
practically reached bur-sting point. In
fact, they reached that stage south of
the river some time ago. The situation is
that as many as 14 people are living in
the one house. Several families are
occupying one house. and the landowners
are able to charge exorbitant rents, and
get them.

I received a complaint the other day
about a house for which $12 a week had
been charged. The place was painted and
furnished and the rent was increased to
$20. I have not yet had an opportunity
to inspect the house myself, but I
am told that the furniture is negligible,
and yet an increased rent-$8, in fact-
is being charged and people are fighting
to get into it.

The State Housing Commission has
done nothing of any consequence to ease
the shortage. We are in a desperate posi-
tion for labour, but cannot bring migrants
into the country in any great numbers
because wve cannot house those already
here. I think that members of Parliament
have More important things to do than
answer half a dozen housing queries a
day.

Mr. Brady: Nobody earning more than
$50 a week can get a house through the
commission.

Mr. DAVIES: These people come to our
front door at home and also to Parlia-
ment House. Other people ask us to go
to see them. I arm sure the experience I
have had in this regard is not peculiar
to me alone, but that every other mem-
ber must have had the same experience.
I am now in a position to give people
a pretty good idea as to whether they
will have any chance of obtaining a
house through the Housing Commission.
Now I refer, approximately, only two out
of every 10 requests received to the com-
mission, because I know the other appli-
cants would be wasting their time and that
of the commission.

The situation has reached a crisis.
Young people requiring accommodation
are forced to live in flats, and even those
are hard to get. Wive§ are being forced

to work in order to meet the high rents
charged. Some have saved about $1,000
which they feel will cover the deposit and
all other costs involved, but by the time
a house becomes available the amount
required is almost double this.

The other point, mentioned by the
member for Swan, is that more and more
people are finding they are outside the
scope of the commission because they
earn more than is permitted when seek-
ing a Housing Commission home. The
Minister did tell us that this position
would be examined and that some consul-
tation with the Commonwealth would be
undertaken. However, we have heard no-
thing yet as to any success such consul-
tation might have had.

Obviously, as each day comes and goes,
more and more people are being denied
assistance because, I assume, it is consi-
dered they are capable of obtaining a
house through private enterprise. Usually
these people are just outside the limit
because of the rise in tradesmen's wages.
However, they find it absolutely impos-
sible to obtain a loan from a bank because
a bank requires security and evidence of
the person concerned having saved over
a period, and being able to make the
repayments. Also, the interest rates ate
very high.

This situation hits the family man very
hard. We cannot encourage young people
to get married and have families, and we
cannot encourage migrants. We are in a
desperate position regarding labour, ap-
parently, and all these things can be
shot straight home to the State Govern-
ment and its housing policy.

In March this Year the Weekend News
referred to the situation as a crisis, but
the situation has worsened since then.
Therefore I hope the Minister will give
us a full explanation. I hope that we will
shortly be able to encourage people by tell-
ing them that the position is likely to
improve. At the moment we can only tell
them that the position is likely to get
wvorse.

A glossy brochiure has been presented to
us by the State Housing Commission and,
indeed, it contains very interesting infor-
mation. It wouid appear from advertise-
ments that it is reasonably easy to get
a house through the State Housing Com-
mission or through private builders.
Nevertheless, despite all this propaganda.
the fact remains that, with soaring prices,
move and more people are being excluded
from obtaining accommodation. Not only
are they unable to buy a borne of their
own, but they are unable to pay the high
rents. This is a very serious position.
Indeed, the word "Crisis" is a true
description.

I hope the Minister will no longer con-
aider that only pressures exist in connec-
tion with this matter. These so-called
pressures are pretty general throughout
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the State. There may be one or two
isolated spots where it is reasonably easy
to obtain a house. I believe that even
at Collie it is difficult to obtain a house.
The pressures-if that is the term-are
near bursting point and are general
throughout the State. I agree with an
article which appeared in the Weekend
News of March this year which said there
was not pre--sure but a crisis in housing.

11R, O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister
for Housing,) [4.32 p.m.): With your per-
mission, Mfr. Chairman, I would like to
.refer to one aspe-ct of the remarks miade
by the member for Fremantle; that is,
relating to the operation of the Govern-
inent Employees' Housing Authority in
'which the commission acts as builder and
managing agent.

Last year the Government Employees'
Housing Authority owned 221 houses. Last
year 49 houses were completed, and 20 were
under construction. it is proposed to
allocate $845,000 for the operations of that
authority during the coming year. Any
criticism of the Government for not being
aware of the problems relating to Govern-
ment employees, particularly in country
areas, is completely unfounded. I might
add that these figures are quite apart from
departmental housing which is provided
by many other Government departments.
I estimate that the total amount to be
.spent by other Government departments
on housing for their personnel will ap-
proximate $2,000,000 during the current
financial year.

The member for Victoria Park indicated
that he would like a report on the activity
of the previous year. This is available in
the commission's report which was tabled
today. Because the member for Victoria
Park has requested it, I would like to in-
dicate to the Committee what are the po-
posals for the coming financial year in
respect of housing through all Government
activities.

During the financial year just past the
capital expenditure on housing from Gov-
ernment financial sources amounted to
$22,402,000. Some criticism was levelled
because it was said that, in some respects.
housing for the aged should not be credited
to the State Housing Commission, the Gov-
ernment, or anybody else. I must remind
mnembers that, 10 years ago, this assist-
ance did not exist and, also, in nearly all
projects to supply housing for the aged.
the Commonwealth Government subscribes
$2 for every $1. The State Housing Com-mission acts as designer, builder, and
agent for the charitable institutions con-
cerned. In addition, in the great majority
of cases, the State Mnakes the land avail-
able. Therefore, we are really very Much
involved in this activity.

The total funds available for 1967-68
under the State Housing Act are expected
to be $5,935,000. I must repeat this is

the amount. which is available under the
State Housing Act only, and not under
any other Act. An allocation of $2,300,000
is anticipated I roni thle General Loan
Fund, and this appears in the Loan
Estimates. Arrangements have been
made for the commission to borrow
$1,500,000 on the security of state hous-
ing debentures. The balance of the Pro-
gramme, to an amount of almost
$6,000,000, will be provided from proceeds
from sales of land, principal repayments
in advance and a credit balance available
in the commission's accounts at the
Treasury.

Members will appreciate that operations
under the State Housing Act are prin-
cipally confined to building houses for
sale. It is anticipated, under this scheme,
some 500 homes will be occupied during
this financial year, and there should be
some 670 homes under construction in
June, 1968.

The Government continues to encourage
home ownership and has allocated $200,000
by way of assistance under the State Hous-
ing Commission's second mortgage
scheme,

Under the Commonwealth and State
Housing Agreement, which is where the
bulk of the commission's operations lie,
loan funds available for the erection of
purchase and rental homes, including
housing for serving personnel of the
forces; for additions, sewerage, etc.; and
for advances to building societies, will
amount to $21,695,000. in addition, prin-
cipal repayments received in advance and
reserves reinvested, together with a run-
down of cash funds, will make the total
funds available under this scheme
$15,927,000.

The figure of $11,695,000 under the
Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment needs to be explained; because, if
members look at the Loan allocation to
this State, they will see that under the
works and housing programmei an amount
of $10,000,000 was quoted.

The reason is that, after allowing an
allocation of $3,000,000 of this money to
building societies, the State is required
to earmark 5 per cent. of the balance, or
$350,000, for housing for serving members
of the armied forces. This amount Is
matched dollar for dollar by the service
concerned. Any moneys required in ex-
cess of this additional $350,000 of match-
ing money must be provided in total by
the Commonwealth. This year the extra
amount is expected to be $1,345,000,
mainly due to an increased demand for
houses for R.A.AF. personnel, which de-
mand is related to greatly increased activ-
ity at Pearce with the introduction of the
Macchi jet trainer and the development
of the Air Force instauation in this State
as the major training base employing
these aircraf t.
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New house building, and purchase and
discharge of prearranged mortgages, etc.,,
under the War Service Homes Act is ex-
pected to cost $3,865,000. This is the
amount of money that has been set aside
to meet the demands of the returned ex-
servicemen who are eligible for war ser-
vice homes. This amount is variable and
I have no doubt, in the event of the
demand for finance exceeding this figure,
there would be no difficulty in the State
obtaining additional advances from the
Director of War Service Homes for this
purpose. I mentioned previously that
housing being built by other Government
departments will cost some $2,000,000. 1
also mentioned that the Government Em-
ployees' Housing Authority will spend
$845,000.

Mr. Davies: Does the amount increase
over a period of time? It is not possible
to build as many houses today as one
could build for, say, $100,000 a number of
years ago.

Mr. O'NEIL: I would need to have notice
of that question. I am indicating the
total amount the Government is making
available through all financial sources.

Mr. Fletcher: What was the last figure
that was quoted?

Mr. O'NEIL: I mentioned that the
Government Employees' Housing Authority
will spend $845,000.

Mr. Fletcher: Is teachers' housing in-
cluded in that?

Mr. O'NEIL: This is the amount of
money that is being spent. I mentioned
previously that the State Housing Com-
mission acts as the building agent for the
Government Employees' Housing Auth-
ority. An allocation of housing to teachers
and to others under this scheme is the
responsibility of the authority.

Summarising these anticipated expendi-
tines, it can be seen that the total con-
tribution to housing from all Government
sources should be in excess of $28,500,000
during the current financial year.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Labour, $108,800-
Mr. DAVIES: 1 think it is time the

Government explained what it intends to
do with regard to the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act. The Government got itself into
a mess last year by tying the State basic
wage to the Commonwealth basic wage.
Since then, as I mentioned the other
night, the Commonwealth basic wage
has been eliminated. Obviously the
law in this State is being broken, because
the Industrial Arbitration Act says the
basic wage is to be the same as the Com-
monwealth basic wage; but, if there is no
Commonwealth basic wage, how does the
commission fix a State basic wage?

The total wage has been under con-
sideration by unions in the Eastern States,
and by courts. However, it is fairly evident

PM0

what the outcome will be. It is time the
Government made the position clear. The
court must have been put in an invidious
position when it had to effect an allow-
ance on what it imagined the basic wage
would be. I imagine all these amounts
would be open to challenge if anyone
wanted to challenge them. Obviously the
unions are not going to challenge them,
and I do not know how the employers feel
about it. The unions have been told to
stay out of the Federal courts until the 6th
August, 1968. In effect, wages, as far as the
total wage in concerned, seem to
be controlled until that date. That
is grossly unfair. I do not know why
they should be excluded by the court. If
the unions did go back, it would not
matter what kind of a case was presented,
because the court would not give a good
hearing as it has told them not to come
back.

The State law says the basic, wage shall
be a certain figure, but there is no basic
wage. What is the Government doing
about it?

Mr. O'NEIL: The honourable mem-
ber need have no fears. There is a
State basic wage and facility within the
commission to ensure that comparative
wage justice is brought about by varia-
tions to components of the total wage, It
is true that the total wage ooncept is be-
ing decided at court in the Federal sphere
and a decision is still reserved on the
matter. There is no fear that the Govern-
ment or the commission is breaking the
law. It is absolutely certain that no action
can be taken by legislative amendment
until the situation, generally, is clear. I
suggest that the honourable, member read
the Industrial Commission's annual report.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Industrial Commission, $142,400;
Scaffolding, $58,000; Factories, $98,260;
Weights and Measures $58,9OS; State In-
surance Office, 310-put and passed.

Vote: Medical, $20,426,500--

MR.. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) 14.43 p.m.]: Because of your
previous ruling, Mr. Chairman, I must
rise on this division although I am really
interested in division No. 58 which is men-
tal services. It was recently announced
that Dr. Ellis, the officer in control of
Mental Health Services, had tendered his
resignation because he was dissatisfied
with the finance being made available to
his department. It was subsequently
explained that part of the difficulty arose
because of a clerical error, or some sort of
error in which an amount of $50,000, which
should have been included in the appro-
Priation for that department, was not In-
cluded. I ask the Minister, if he will, in-
dicate where in the Estimates we can find
this error of $50,000.
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XR& ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloc-
Minister for Works) (4.44 pMAl: I am
afraid I amn not in the Position of being
able to tell the Leader of the Opposition
where the item may be discovered. I
am not completely aut lfat with the situa-
tion which led up to the resignation ten-
dered by Dr. Ellis. I think it would be very
unwise for me to conjecture too far on this
matter. But the fact remains that over
and above last year's expenditure on
mental health there is an increase of
some 13 per cet.-it may be up or dawn
a few per eent.-Provided for. This Is a
fact that was brought out subsequent to
Dr. Ellis's withdrawal of his resignation.
However, in regard to the specific request
as to where this item can be found, I am
not able to inform the Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

Vote put and passed,
Votes: Public Health, $2,467,200: Mental

Health Services, $4,791,600; Fisheries,
$474,700-put and passed.

Postponed Votes: Education, $39,869,000,
Native Welfare, $1,713,400-put and passed.

Vote: State Abattoirs and Salcyards,
$48,900-

Mr. FLETCHER; The comments I wish
to make, Mr. Chairman, refer to public
utilities anid, in particular, to the State
Electricity Commission.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing for
the State Electricity Commission. That has
already been dealt with.

Mr. FLETCHER: This is on the last
page; that is, page 114.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no vote, only
detail.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: Railways, $48,924,000-
MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the

Opposition) [4.49 p.m.]: I regret I have
to take up a little time of the House in
dealing with this matter, but it is a mast
important one and I am not at all satis-
fied with the information I have been
able to obtain on this question so tar-I
refer now to the Government's proposal
to lower the railway.

I have spoken to qualified men, some
from abroad, and without exception they
have told me there is no Possibility of
this proposition, as it has been put up,
being undertaken by anybody at all with-
out a substantial subsidy. I do not think
it is fully appreciated just what the
proposition is. Many people have the idea
that the lowering of the railway will make
available in the city, Immediately, a
great deal more land which could be used
for deserving purposes. It will not do
anything of the kind.

In the De Leuw Cather report of 1963,
as modified by the Government working
party in 1966, the proposition is one to
lower the railway which will then be ac-
commodated in an open cut 13 feet deep

and 130 feet wide, and this will rum
through the city central area, the sidef
of the cut being faced with concrete re-
taining walls. The communication be-
tween the north and the south sectors ol
the city would still be confined to bridges
passing over the open cut. The present
hump in the Barrack Street bridge would
be eliminated and the present Horseshoe
bridge at William Street would be re-
placed by a straight bridge, but still with
a 5-foot hump.

It is clear that the primary objective of
opening up the city northwards could nol
possibly be achieved by the Government's
proposals. The central city block,
bounded by Roe Street, Wellington Street,
William Street, and Barrack Street. which
is at present occupied by the Central Rail-
way Station at ground level, would con-
tinue to be so occupied by that station,
but in a 13-foot depression in the ground.
Not more than one-third of this block
would be released for redevelopment and
it seems inevitable that such redevelop-
ment would be confined to the provision
of a central bus station along the Wel-
lington Street frontage.

So the most valuable city block would
remain uribeautified, undeveloped, build-
ing-wise and, of course, unremunerative.
nor would there be any extension of For-
rest Place northwards, as we have been
led to believe from time to time by people
who have been advocating this proposal.

Already the Government has expressed
the opinion that a central bus terminal
should be incorporated in the redesign of
the railway station to provide a compre-
hensive transportation centre for the city.
So if that is done it must necessarily re-
move from consideration for any other
purpose a substantial area of land which
otherwise would be made available.
Therefore, restricted redevelopment would
be possible on the land which is at pres-
enit occupied by railway sidings and front-
ing Wellington Street between William
Street and Milligan Street. However, thIs
land would be hedged in by a railway open
cut on its northern boundary and com-
munications northwards would still be re-
stricted to bridges over the cut.

Three such bridges would serve this
redeveloped area-that is, the William
Street bridge, with a 5-foot hump, the
King Lake bridge, with a 10-foot hump,
and the Milligan Street flyover with a
30-foot hump. It seems that virtually the
same amount of land as would be avail-
able under the Government's proposal
could become available for redevelopment
if the railway sidings between William
Street and West Perth were eliminated.
The bridge humps would be greater under
such a proposal, but it is estimated that
the $6,000,000 proposed to be spent on
the lowering of the tracks could thereby
be saved. Redevelopment west of Wil-
liam Street would seemingly be severely
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limited because the area is scheduled to
accommodate the western switch road
complex.

Now we come to the question that would
involve the expenditure of a great deal of
money-I refer to drainage. I am in-
formed the estimated cost of the drain-
age is about $1,250,000-that is for drain-
age alone. It seems that the water table
at the Central Railway Station is only
five feet below the present railway level;
and so if the railway is lowered 13 feet
the new rail level would be eight feet below
the present water table.

Being an open cut it would be necessary
Permanently to depress the water table
three feet below the sunken railway level,
and for this purpose I am informed the
De Leuw Cather proposal entails an ex-
penditure of $1,250,000. Under its pro-
posals drainage pipes underlie the cutting
for its entire length of about three-
quarters of a mile between Milligan Street
and Moore Street. This drainage complex
is expected to outfall into a 20,000 gallon
drainage sump located in the cutting near
Barrack Street. and from there the drain-
age water would be pumped by three, 60-
horsepower motors for three-quarters of
a mile in pipes of 42-inch diameter to the
Swan River.

It is estimated that operating and main-
tenance costs would probably be in the
vicinity of $20,000 a year, and if this is
capitalised at 5 per cent. we get a sum of
$400,000. So, by adopting an open-cut
system of lowering a drainage system, an
equivalent capital outlay of well over
$1,500,000 would be essential.

Open cut lowering would also necessitate
a major relocation and lowering of water
mains, gas mains, and sewerage mains,
electric light mains, and telephone mains,
and the estimated cost of this is another
$600,000. The estimated cost of the new
Barrack Street and William Street bridges
alone is $300,000.

If instead of an open cut the railway
were put completely underground between
Milligan Street and Stirling Street, it
would appear there would be a number of
advantages which are not present in the
Government's proposal. Firstly-and this
is important-the city would be free from
obstruction along a length of about 3,000
feet, and so the northward development
could be encouraged. Then we would
have unobstructed redevelopment of high-
value city blocks, and it is likely, under
those circumstances, that redevelopment
could be undertaken.

Even if it were contemplated selling such
land-and that would have to be looked
at very carefully-the purchase value of
the blocks would be likely to be comparable
to the cost of putting the railway under-
ground. If it was contemplated that this
land might be leased to developers in ex-
change for financing the railway it looks,
on the figures 1 have mentioned, that this

would be economically viable; whereas the
Government's proposal, I am informed by
at least six knowledgeable people, and
some from overseas, is not economically
viable.

&o if any tenders are lodged they will
be alternative to the Government's
original proposal. One big saving of cost,
which I have already mentioned, would be
in the vicinity of $1,250,000 if the railways
were fully sub merged in a tunnel, because
the permanent lowering of the water table
would not be necessary. Also this proposal
would avoid the relocation of the various
utility mains wbich I have mentioned. It
should be perfectly obvious there would be
a very great saving in cost, with no addi-
tional expense, and I am informed the
figure would be in the region of $2,500,000.

It is true there would have to be some
reconsideration in regard to the railway
track grading, and it would entail addi-
tional ventilation and ancillary works.
However, even so, it appears a substantial
saving could be effected and this should
be a great attraction to the Government
if, instead of this partial proposal which
must fail to reach its objective, it were
to consider fully submerging the railway.
If I remember rightly, the information
I got earlier was that tenders were closing
at the end of this month; although at the
time I asked the question no tenders had
actually been submitted there were a
number of firms that were interested and
working on the project, and it was ex-
pected that some proposition would come
forward.

In view of the forthcoming election and
the magnitude of this proposal, I hope
the Governnment wilt make no firm de-
cision on this issue-no decision which
would irrevocably tie the position up so
that nothing could be done In the event
of a change of Government. In view of
the fact that this matter has been under
consideration for practically the whole
of the year, a delay of another three or
four months will not make much difference.
Before the Government enters into any firm
contracts or undertakings it should await
the result of a general election, and if it
is still in office it would then be fair
enough for it to make a decision.
But, as I have said, having regard to
the magnitude of the proposal and the
very substantial sums that could be in-
volved, it would be grossly unfair to leave
the problem in such a position that it
could not be properly considered by the
incoming Government.

Even if the Present Government remains
in office it is conceivable there could be
other Ministers and, in those circumstances,
there could be a fresh viewpoint on what
should be done. Accordingly, my purpose
in rising at this stage is to indicate that
there are other views being held in the
community with regard to the Government
proposal and in my opinion it would be
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in the interests of the State if no quick
and irrevocable decision were made on
this question at present.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [5.3
P.m.]: What I wish to say relates to the
first speech I made during the session of
Parliament which referred to the manner
in which the Railway Officers' Union had
been dealt with in regard to recent wage
rises. I complained that the industrial
section of the commission dealt with the
union in a rather offhand manner. Even
though the salary adjustments for the
Public Service had been applied for and
ranted, the application made by the

Railway Officers' Union was held back a
fortnight, which meant that its officers
did not get their rise till a fortnight after
It was granted to the Public Service.

During his speech on the Address-in-
Reply the minister gave an explanation
of the point, and at this stage I want to
asswre him that never at any time did I
criticise the Railways Classification
Board or the Ministers for their actions.

Immediately the matter was referred
to the Minister he agreed to take action.
and the matter was put straight to the
classification board and dealt with on the
same day. I said this in my original
speech, and whoever composed the Min-
ister's reply obviously did not read my
speech.

Never at any time did I say there was
anything wrong with the classification
board, the Minister or the union. All I
said was that a reply was sent back after
a fortnight's delay and the union was
told to go before the board when It was
known it could not do so. If the infor-
mation had been sent direct to the
Minister, and if it had been dealt with
in the same way as the Public Service
application-and the questions and
answers from the Premier and the Min-
ister for Railways are in Hansardl to veri-
fy the date-obviously the increase would
have comne into effect on the same date.

The department's attitude in trying to
pull the wool across the eyes of the union
was unworthy. particularly its efforts to
delay the matter in that fashion. If the
department continues in this manner it
can expect to have additional staff
troubles In the railways. I amn advised
that because of the difficulties of getting
traffic staff the railways are grinding to
a halt.

One simple set of figures is sufficient to
show the extreme difficulties that exist in
this regard. I wrote to the Minister in
April last asking about leave outstanding
to members of the Railway Officers'
Union. These are the white collar
workers-they are not the technical
staff or the high administrative officers
of the commission, but the ordinary
white collar workers-In the railways who
are expected to keep the railways going.

At the 30th June, 1966, there were
2,125 weeks of accumulated annual leave,
and 645 terms of long-service leave out-
standing. One would be excused for
thinking that in a year's time that ac-
Cumulation of leave might have been
substantially cleared; but 12 months later
-at the 30th June, 1967-there were
2,623 weeks of accumulated annual
leave, and 740 terms of long-service leave
outstanding. This constitutes an in-
crease of 498 weeks of accumulated
annual leave, and 95 terms of accumulated
long-service leave in that 12-month
Period. it is quite apparent that there
was insufficient staff to keep up with the
leave programme. These figures clearly
show that there are 50 years of accumu.-
lated annual leave and 185 years of ac-
cumulated long-service leave outstanding
in the Railways Department.

The Minister, and others, will recall the
Position the railways got into just after
the war when there were huge accumu-
lations of leave outstanding. This
accumulated leave is not being cleared.
Although I believe the administrative
section generally is able to keep up with
its leave, the position has become hope-
less in the traffic section.

If the officers cannot get their leave,
it naturally follows they will become
dissatisfied and seek greener pastures;
indeed, I understand this is what is
happening. We do not want the railways
to become run down again. We had all
hoped that with the advent of the stand-
ard gauge railway we would see a new
era; but if the department is unable to
provide its officers with normal leave re-
quirements--let alone catch up with the
backlog-we certainly cannot expect to
have an efficient railway system.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Railways) [5.8 p.m.]: I would first
like to refer to the remark made by the
Leader of the Opposition and point out
that, as members know, the purpose of our
Initially seeking tenders, or proposals, in
connection with the lowering of the rail-
way was not because it would prove of
any great benefit to the railway itself. As
a Government we felt it would be of great
benefit to the State, generally, particularly
the metropolitan area. For many years
there has been a lot of talk-and I am
now going back many years-in coninec-
tion with the sinking of the railway in the
central city area with a view to clearing
up the untidy section of the city and
opening up the northern portion of the
line.

Tenders were called from various in-
dividuals. and 11 people have sought
accreditation for submitting proposals to
the Govermnent. The closing date is the
30th of this month, and I have strong
reason to believe that several proposals
will be put forward to the Government.
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I feel I should not discuss to any great
degree the type of proposal I expect to
come forward-for reasons which the
Leader of the Opposition will understand
-but there was very little restriction
placed on proposals that might come f or-
ward from individuals or organisations.

As a matter of fact, the proposals that
were discussed by the Leader of the Op-
position here this afternoon were discussed
by me with the town planning
People, and also by people interested
in submitting proposals for the rail-
way.- One proposal discussed was the
closing of the section between Wil-
liam Street and the West Perth subway
to eliminate bridging in connection with
the tunnelling, We must bear in mind
that the organisations that have gone into
this scheme and submitted proposals are
organisations that have done a fair amount
of detailed research in connection with the
problems pointed out by the Leader of
the Opposition, including water for tun-
nelling and other things.

I have reason to believe that something
of this nature might be included in the
proposals that come forward for the sec-
tion in the centre should the railway be
sunk. It has been asked whether the ad-
ministration block would be shifted. Plans
have already been drawn up in case that
should take place. I think it would be
undesirable to retain the present set-up.
Any proposal coming forward will be
thoroughly examined by the railways to
make sure, from their point of view, that
everything will be operative, particularly
in regard to tunnelling, and to see that
it is in keeping with the beauty of the city.
This will be one of the main benefits to
be derived from the sinking of the railway,
and every effort will be made to improve
the beauty of the central area of the City
of Perth.

Another point was raised in con-
nection with the entrance and -exit
north of the line. From the detail shown
to me I do not think there will be any
big humps across the line once the rail-
way is sunk. I think the railway will be
put down 13 feet and this will enable one
to cross at any point of the line. In addi-
tion there could be points where buildings
would be placed over the line if thought
desirable. I acknowledge the remarks of
the Leader of the Opposition and assure
him the points he has raised have either
been looked at, or are being looked at.

The member for Victoria Park again re-
fei-red to the Railway officers, Union. I
appreciate the points he has brought for-
ward-points which I have already dis-
cussed with the commissioner. I have
reason to believe that in the future ex-
peditious action will be taken. The hon-
ourable member must bear in mind that it
is not always possible to deal with a matter
as soon as it is put forward, but the points
he has made have been noted.

In regard to men with leave outstanding,
I would say that this applies in many other
departments apart from the railways; and,
because of the great amount of activity in
the State, many of the railway employ-
ees are able to obtain other more highly
paid jobs, particularly in the north-west.
Unfortunately a lot of the staff is being
lost to the railways, but nevertheless those
that remain are doing a good job; and
the railways are able to handle an in-
creased tonnage of freight with the limited
number of people available. The points
that have been raised will be watched, and
I thank honourable members for their
comments.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: State Batteries, $438,000: Country

Water Supplies, Sewerage, Drainage and
Irrigation, $5,846,400-put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Ways and Means

The House resolved into a Committee
of Ways and Means for raising the supply
ranted to Her Majesty, the Chairman

of Committees (Mr. W. A. Manning) In the
Chair.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[5.16 p.m.): I Move-

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1968, a sum not exceeding
$191,657,160 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Question put and passed.
Report

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1967-68
Tabling of Estimates

AIR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
r5.17 p.m.): I present a copy of the State
Trading Concerns Estimates for the year
ending the 30th June, 1968, and move-

That this paper be laid on the
Table of the House.

Question put and passed.
In Committee

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending 30th June, 1968, now con-
sidered, the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
W. A. Manning) In the Chair.

Votes: The West Australian Meat Export
W~orks, $2,658,000; Western Australian
Coastal Shipping Commnission, $1,264,000;
State Engineering Works, $l,553,SO-put
and passed.
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This concluded the Estimates of the
State Trading Concerns for the year.

Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.

APPROPRIATION DILL
Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriations for
the Purposes of the Bill.

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand

(Treasurer), and read a first time.
Second Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
£5.22 p.m. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I would remind the House that this is yet
another formal Bill. It has always been
treated formally in the House, because,
with one or two exceptions, it merely
appropriates the necessary money to carry
on government throughout the year-
money which has been approved under
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and Loan
Fund and, indeed, any other money which
it is necessary to have to meet the ex-
penditure of government throughout the
financial year.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) f 5.23 P.m.]: I acknowledge
that generally this is treated as a formal
matter, but I refrained from speaking on
some of the departmental E-stimates be-
cause 1 was aware that another oppor-
tunity would be available to emphasise
some points with which we on this side of
the House arc very concerned.

I want to say that we are very dis-
appointed that despite our efforts on this
side of the House to make the Govern-
ment realise what a serious matter is the
rising price of land, the Government made
no effort at all to deal with the situation,
beyond appointing another committee. I
believe that if the Government had been
in earnest on this matter, it could have
expedited the report of the committee-
the interdepartmental committee-speci-
ally set up, and then Parliament could
have been given an opportunity to study
the report. That was not done, and it
Is too late to do anything about it now.

We are also disappointed that the hous-
ing Position, because of insufficient funds
being made available to the Minister for
Housing, has been allowed to deteriorate
to the situation as explained by my deputy
leader last night, which is now the most
serious we have known for very many
years.

I do not know whether you are aware,
Mr. Speaker, but it is a new experience for
us, in this State. to find that w.-hen eviction
orders are issued in the court against

families, they cannot now expect the
Housing Commission to help them. It was
my experience previously under this Gov-
ernment that the Housing Commission did
not force a Person to the extent of making
him get an order for eviction from the
court. The commission was satisfied with
the notice to quit, if it was genuine and
there was no collusion.

Now, however, the commission takes
little or no notice of a notice to quit; and,
in a number of cases with which I have
been dealing, even when a court order has
been issued and the family is obliged to
vacate the existing premises, the commis-
sion will not help. When I expressed my
opinion to an officer of the commission one
day, in no uncertain terms, I could not
blame him for coming back and saying to
me, "Mr. Tonkin, you cannot put people
into houses you have not got." That sum-
marises the situation into which the Gov-
ernment has allowed the position to deter-
iorate. There are just not the houses
available to the commission in which to
place people.

Our view is that this is basic to the
welfare of the community, and whilst the
Government can bc expected to be devot-
ing its energies towards the encourage-
ment and establishment of Industry, it
should not be overlooking these basic re-
quirements of civilised life. For the life
of me I cannot accept the viewpoint which
has, on a number of occasions, been ex-
pressed as being the viewpoint of the com-
mission; namely, that in certain circum-
stances the commission is not prepared to
assist.

The question I immediately pose is:
Does the Government believe that if the
Housing Commission will not assist a
family in need, private enterprise ought
to do so? From time to time it has been
suggested to me that the reason the com-
mission will not assist is that the particu-
lar family concerned is a bad credit risk:
that it owes some money somewhere and
is a bad risk and, because it is a bad risk,
the Government will not take a risk.

Are these people expected to live in the
open without a house? Or is private enter-
prise expected to take a risk the Govern-
ment itself will not take? I realise that
some steps have to be taken in order to
make people' face up to their obligations,
and it cannot be expected that while some
people are obliged to pay their rent regu-
larly, others will be accommodated with-
out paying any rent at all. Certain cir-
cumstances do arise at times which make
it very difficult, if not impossible, for people
to meet their commitments. They must
turn somewhere when they are evicted, and
they turn to the Government. However.
the Government's view is that they are
a bad credit risk and will not take them
on.

In these circumstances it means that
these people must either live In the open
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or persuade some private person to take
them in and take the risk the Govern-
ment will not take. I think that is ab-
surd, and, as a social service, the Housing
Commission ought to be prepared to en-
sure that families in this country can
find accomnmodation.

I was involved with a case recently in
regard to which the commission refused
assistance. A court order was issued and
as a result of it the father is now
living In one place, the mother in another
place some distance away, and the meif-
bers of the family in different places
again. No two members of the family
are living together.

Now, does that make for good living?
Is that a reasonable proposition? Despite
the fact that they might be bad credit
risks, surely somebody has to see that the
families have a roof over their heads.
Steps have to be taken to deal with that
aspect to ensure that those people are
able to pay their rent. I do not think
the Housing Commission should be adopt-
ing the attitude which it is of ensuring
that when people take on obligations
under hire-purchase agreements and get
into difficulties steps will be taken to see
that they pay their debts.

This is a housing question, and the Gov-
ernment is very vulnerable. It is very
nice to hear the Minister's proposal for
next year. and to hear of the millions of
dollars which will be made available. But,
how is it that for every year, over the
past three years, this housing position has
been allowed to deteriorate? And it is still
deteriorating. If the Government finds it
is possible to get all these millions of
dollars in the future, what has it been
doing for the past three years with re-
gard to this question?

I would be failing in my duty if I did
not emphasise these matters, which have
been of the greatest concern to the mem-
bers on this side of the House. I repeat,
we have taken every opportunity to bring
these matters to the notice of the Govern-
ment, but with very little result.

MR. 1. WV. MANNING (Wellington) (5.32
p.m.): I desire to make a brief comment
while the Minister for Education is avail-
able. The question I am particularly in-
terested in is that of exchange teachers;
that is, the matter of teachers going
abroad. This problem has been touched
on quite a deal in the last day or two, in
this House, mainly under the heading of
housing and the lack of suitable teacher
accommodation in country areas.

I think there Is a much more important
aspect to teachers going abroad than that
which has been mentioned. I refer tb
the desire to travel, particularly among
young people. I ask the Minister to ex-
plore the possibility of extending the pre-
sent exchange scheme to encompass other

countries. I know that at the present
time there is some form of exchange be-
tween the United Kingdom and the
United States of America, and with
Canada and New Zealand. This system
has been operated on a somewhat limited
scale. I understand we have seven
teachers in the United Kingdom on ex-
change, and recently two teachers re-
turned from exchange with America. I
understand eight teachers are in Western
Australia on exchange from the United
Kingdom.

Besides those teachers working here
under the exchange scheme, I have met
other English teachers who have come to
this State in a private capacity as travel-
lers seeking work. Because of their
qualifications they have been able to ob-
tain positions with the Education Depart-
ment. I understand there is no reciprocal
arrangement between the countries on thie
question of salaries, but I doubt, from
my conversations with these people,
whether they are particularly interested
in that aspect.

The point I wish to make is that by
having teachers from other countries
associating with our young people, and
having our teachers going abroad and
associating with other young people, we
have a wonderful opportunity to improve
international relationships. This is a
wonderful opportunity and we should en-
courage young people to travel and go
abroad. By exchanging teachers, those
young People can be ambassadors for their
countries.

We know that with the travelling facili-
ties which are available today the world
gets smaller and smaller, and the closer the
ties between the countries, the better it is
f or all of us. Apart from that, we could
learn a great deal from our teachers who
have taught in other countries. We may
even pick up new teaching techniques, and
we may be able to contribute something
towards teaching in other countries.

I commend this suggestion to the Min-
ister for Education and I ask him to ex-
plore every avenue to broaden the scheme
of exchange of teachers. We should not
only encourage the scheme we now have,
but look for an opportunity to expand it
to encompass other countries.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [5.38 p.m.]: I
would like to comment on education. I In-
tended to cover this matter during the gen-
eral debate, but this being the eve of a
Senate election, one finds oneself tied up
with many jobs one is unable to avoid. The
honourable member who has just resumed
his seat and I have not agreed very often
but on this occasion he seems to be talking
sense-or I am listening with my left ear.

Mr. 1. W. Manning: I think you have
been listening with your right ear.
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Mr. JAMIESON: The idea of the mem-
ber for Wellington could solve our prob-
lem somewhat, if we could arrange a re-
ciprocal programme. This might stop a
lot of teachers from leaving the Education
Department, and would allow them to re-
turn to It after working overseas. I agree
this would be a pretty complicated
arrangement, but at least I think the
teachers would always come back.

It would be no good sending exchange
teachers to Carriarvon, or somewhere else
where reasonable accommodation was not
available. We must remember that if we
bring People out to our State we cannot
send them to Carnarvon to live in a water-
logged caravan park, because we would get
a bad name and the plan would not last
very long. We have a real responsibility in
this regard because the young people in the
country areas have to be taught, and unless
teachers are provided with reasonable
accommodation, we will not get the best
out of them. We have to give this matter
some preference, because the children in
the country have to be educated, as well as
those in the metropolitan area. The only
way to keep teachers in the country is to
provide good accommodation. That is the
principal bellyache. The lack of social
life, which they have probably been used
to in the metropolitan area, is of secondary
consideration,

Essentially, they must have housing
which is satisfactory. They should never
be placed in the Position after they have
finished with the school for the dlay of
having to go to some old shed, or barn on
an island, or somewhere else. If we could
provide more suitable accommodation,
everybody would be quite happy. The Mvin-
ister for Transport interjected a short
ti me ago and said we should provide
accommodation like the accommodation
which has been provided at Paynes Find. I
am sure everybody would be happy if this
were the case. It seems rather strange that
the Government says it is so hard pressed
for finance in this regard and yet It can
find money to provide accommodation for
some areas but not for others. I suggest
that much stronger endeavours. must be
made to obtain satisfactory finance.

I turn now to a matter that had worried
me for a time until I sorted out all the
problems associated with a comment made
by the Minister when he spoke on the
Address-In-Reply on the 23rd August this
year. On that day he was dealing with
some remarks I had made. I want to take
him to task over this, because the true
position has, not been presented. Hle seemed
to be on very firm ground. Doubtless his
advisers had indicated he was on firm
ground, but examination shows that the
firm ground is rather like quicksand. TO
refresh his memory I quote from page 549
of Hansard. The Minister said-

Again, the honourable member
referred to Tasmania, and here I

emphasise the point that when we
compare we should compare like with
like; not oranges with mandarins.

We find that in Tasmania, kinder-
gartens and other preschool organisa-
tions come within the jurisdiction and
the am bit of the Education Depart-
ment. Of course, we all know that in
those spheres the teacher loading is
quite small1 by comparison with formal
classes. So that must be taken into
consideration. I am informed that 6.5
per cent. of the total enrolmnents in
Tasmania are for preschool education.
Preschool education, of course, has no
place in our own formal education
system.

This sounded acceptable. The statistics I
had been using at the time did not give
the breakup of teachers employed in pre-
school education and In kindergartens In
Tasmania. The numbers of students were
easily obtained, and doubtless this is where
the Minister's departmental heads fell into
a trap because they thought it was a
quick answer.

My argument had been that, as one of the
two claimant States, it was very bad that
we had an average of 28.1 children to the
class whereas Tasmania, which had the
lowest figure in Australia, had 22.8 child-
ren to the class. Tasmania was the lowest
and Western Australia was the highest In
this bracket. The Minister's answer was
that we should not compare oranges with
mandarins.

Let us examine how sweet are the man-
darins and how sour are the oranges. I
obtained the statistics in Schools 1966
issued by the Commonwealth Bureau of
Census and Statistics in Canberra. On
page 42 a complete breakdown of the pre-
school children in Tasmania is given. The
total number of preschool children was
2,447 and the number of kindergarten
children was 2,198, giving a total in these
two categories of 4,645. This figure was
easily available and doubtless it is on this
figure that the departmental heads worked
out that 6.5 per cent. of all school children
attended primary schools.

My experience with kindergarten and
preschool teaching is that the loading is
very high. It is never very low. One finds
that kindergarten teachers struggle with
two classes a day and the numbers are
very high.

I was immediately suspicious and sent a
letter to my friend, the Minister for
Education in Tasmania, Mr. Bill Neilsen.
He wrote to me on the 6th September, 1967,
as follows:-

With further reference to your let-
ter of the 30th August regarding pre-
school and kindergarten teachers, the
numbers for 1967 are as follows:-

Pre- School Teachers :52 full -time
I I part-time

Klndergartens-attached to the
infant departments of primary
schools :70 full-time.

Best regards,
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It seems that the examination of the ratio
of pupils to teachers is quite different. One
has to bear in mind the fact that Tas-
mania's average overall is 22.8 and is the
lowest in Australia. The Minister said It
was wrong to compare two dissimilar
things. I suggest that we can assume there
will be more teachers this year in Tasmania
and, certainly, there will be no fewer pupils
than the number last year. I suggest
that we divide the number of teachers
who are now employed into the number
of preschool and kindergarten children
who are taught. This would probably give
as close a picture as possible.

Mr. Neilsen says that 52 full-time and
11 part-time preschool teachers are em-
ployed. For the sake of argument I have
coupled these together and arrived at a
figure of 60 full-time preschool teachers.
To that figure it is necessary to add the
70 full-time teachers who are employed in
kindergartens. For the sake of argument
this makes a total full-time teacher com-
plement of 130. If this is divided into the
total number of preschool students-that
is, 4,645-the result is 35.7. Therefore, the
oranges are not so sweet. The comparison
was a bad one for the Minister to make.
In addition, the figure of 22.8 which was
given would drop considerably if one took
away the number of children involved in
preschool education.

The teacher-pupil ratio in Western Aus-
tralia is definitely not right. The ratio Is
no credit to us. We should do something
very early to make sure it improves and
reaches the average of all Australian
States, which is far lower. The average
in the other States is-

Queensland
South Australia
Western Australis
Tasmania.,
Northern Territor
A.CT.
Victoria ..

26.9
* 24.9

... 28.1
22.8

.y 25.8
.. 24.4

24.9
In Western Australia we have a long way
to go to get our system to the optimum of
the other States. In case the Minister
thinks I am using only Part of the figures
-that is, the figures available to Govern-
ment schools-I will refer him to the non-
Government schools in Tasmania. He will
find fewer than 300 children attending in
the capacity of preschool students. If this
number were divided by the number of
teachers, it would not make any difference.

It seems to me that the argument used
by the Minister is not valid. I suggest
that in future, before he puts up any
kind of reasoning, he should double check
the information and make sure he is pre-
senting the right situation.

I have a few remarks I wish to make in
Sconclusion on the subject of housing, gen-
erally. This year we have beard a lot
about housing, and I suppose all members
are somnewhat weary of the subject.
Nevertheless the fact remains that a con-

siderable number of people in the com-
munity are in very poor circumstances
so far as housing is concerned. This is
a problem which must be faced. It is all
very well having a State on the move, but
one has to have somewhere for people to
move into when they need houses. A
house is one of the most important things
to a person and provision of houses goes
a long way towards making the popula-
tion of this State reasonably happy and
satisfied. The Government does not ap-
pear to be prepared to do anything to
improve the position. it goes its own
sweet way, which it has done in the past.
If the Government is not prepared to
tackle this problem, it certainly deserves
to be censured; and surely this is what
the electors will do in the coming year.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [5.50
pm.]: Earlier in today's sitting I said that
this debate would give me my last oppor-
tunity to pass some comment, because at
that time our capable Chairman of Corn-
mittes proved to be a little difficult and
would not grant me an opportunity to
say then what I intend to say now. Dur-
ing this session, among many questions I
have put to Ministers, I asked two perti-
nent questions. If the Premier will take
cognisance of my remarks and the sugges-
tions I am about to make, I am sure he
will see an opportunity to practise some
economy.

On the 12th October. 1967, 1 asked some
questions as follows:-

(1) What Government, semi-Govern-
ment, or instrumentalities occupy
accommodation in Vapech House,
638 Murray Street, Perth?

(2) Who owns this property?
(3) What Is the total rent paid by

tenants mentioned in (1)?
The Premier replied as follows:-

(1) (a) Department of Native Wel-
fare.

(b) Department of Labour.
Weights and Measures
Branch.
Industrial Commission.

(c) Crown Law Department:
Probation and Parole Office.

(d) Workers' Compensation
Board.

(e) Parents and Citizens' Federa-
tion.

M1 The National Trust of Aus-
tralia (Western Australia).

The above tenants occupy the
the whole building, which has a
total floor area of 25,800 square
feet.

(2) Snowden and Willson Pty. Ltd.,
of 1123 Hay Street, West Perth.

(3) $7,394.85 per calendar month.
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Again, on the 18th October, I asked the
following questions: -

(1) What Government, semi-Govern-
ment or instrumentalities are or
are intended as tenants in Claver
House, Wellington Street. Perth?

(2) Who owns the property?
(3) What is the total rent paid or to

be paid by tenants mentioned in
(1) ?

The Premier replied-
(1) (a) Child Welfare Deparement.

(b) Education Department~-
Psychology and
ling Service.
and Special
Branch.

Counsel-
Guidance

Services

(2) Snowden and Wilson Pty. LW.,
of 1123 Hay Street, West Perth.

(3) $7,081.34 per calendar month.
Mr. Lewis: What is wrong with that?
Mr. FLETCHER: I will tell the H-ouse

what is wrong with it. To Snowden &
Willson the Government is Paying in
excess of $14,000 per calendar month for
accommodation the State could itself pro-
vide.

Mr. Lewis: out of loan funds?
Mr. FLETCHER: From what source is

the money drawn to pay this rental? The
money that is paid in rental could go to-
wards the cost of building Government
offices for these various Government de-
partments and instrumentalities. Snowden
& Willson are doing very nicely at the
expense of the State. I appreciate the
Treasurer's and the Minister's Problems
relating to the lack of finance, and in par-
ticular to loan funds, but it is my responsi-
bility to question the Government's house-
keeping if I do not agree with it, and that
is the purpose of my remarks this evening.

To my mind it is false economy for the
Government to pay rental for accommoda-
tion for Government departments. This
is similar to a person paying rent all his
life without owning a brick of the house
he occupies. In my opinion the Public
Works Department should be building
accommodation for our own Government
departments and instrumentalities. At the
moment a private landlord or landlords
are dipping their fingers into the Public
purse for rental of various premises, and
this money should be spent to the advan-
tage of the public.

Although the Minister for Education is
quite happy with the present arrangement,
my suggestion could make it possible for
more loan funds to be allocated for educa-
tion. I am sure the Minister for Housi ng
would be happy if the money that is
being paid in rentals were provided under
his vote for the provision of housing and
other huildings.

Mr. Lewis: I am sure the Minister would
rather have the loan funds which he wants
instead of having the Government spend
such money on providing new buildings.

Mr. FLETCHER: I disagree with the
Minister. The money that is drawn to pay
the rental to accommodate these Govern-
ments departments-no matter from what
source it comes-should be made available
for the building of office accommodation so
that Government and semi-Government
instrumentalities do not have to pay rent.
If this were done a great saving would be
effected. That is the reason for my mak-
ing these comments.

During the general debate on the Esti-
mates the Chairman of Committees took
exception to my comments on housing and
land. I have here an article Published in
The West Australian on the 3rd August
1967, which contains some rather interest-
ing statistics, and I think it would be of
interest to members if I quoted It in part
as follows:-

New Homes, Flats, Set W.A. Record
Figures supplied yesterday by

Deputy Federal Statistician F. W.
Sayer showed that the biggest in-
crease was in flats.

Some members frequently question the
comments I make, but they cannot ques-
tion the comments and the figures con-
tained in this article. Do members ques-
tion my obtaining these statistics from the
newspaper? If they do, I ask: Where else
could I obtain the figures? The article
continues-

Work started on a record number
of new houses and flats in W.A. in
1966-67.

The total was 10.984-an increase
of more than 20 per cent, on the
figures for the previous year.

This may afford members opposite. anid
the Minister for Housing, some satisfac-
tion: but in the last paragraph of this
article, the following appears:-

In the six years to 1966-67, only 188
of the 8,792 flat units started were
built by the State Government for
renting or for sale.

The Government share of the total
house building programme dropped
during the six years.

I notice that the Minister for Housing has
now resumed his seat in the Chamber so
I would again point out that the total num-
ber of new houses and flats built in Wes-
tern Australia during 1966-67 was 10,984
which was an increase of more than 20
per cent. on the figure for the previous
year. I have mentioned that to demon-
strate the disparity that exists between the
number of houses built by the Governments
and those built by private enterprise.

I am aware that many fiats and home
units comprising that total of 10,984 were
built in the Fremantle area by private
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enterprise. What concerns me most is the
high rental that is being charged for this
type of accommodation by private enter-
prise. Government members represent a
party or parties that believe in private
enterprise; and the freedom it allows is the
freedom to charge extortionate rents that
are beyond the capacity of the ordinary
worker.

I know one man who has a wife and
two or three small children who is paying
S20 a week for half of a duplex fiat. Is
tis the sort of accommodation of which
the Government boasts in relation to the
figures 1 have mentioned? I am certainly
not proud that such a situation exists;
in fact, I am ashamed of it. The alloca-
tion of funds to the State Housing Com-
mission is totally inadequate to meet the
demnands for housing at the moment.

I am not blaming the Minister person-
ally for the present situation, but I ask
him not to take any credit for, or derive
any satisfaction from, the provision of
homne units and fiats for people, many of
whom are earning only a tradesman's
wage and are paying $20 a week in rental.
The payment of $20 a week in rent is
completely out of proportion to a weekly
wage of $40, because a worker and his
family must suffer as a consequence.
Such a payment inevitably means that
the children have to go short of some-
thing or other-it could be shoes, socks,
clothing, or possibly even food,

The Government seems to derive some
satisfaction from the private units which
are built; but I certainly do not. I would
like to see more Housing Commission
units built so that the rents will be con-
sistent with the ability of the people to
pay those rents.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [6.1 p.m.]: I did
not intend to speak at this late stage.
because I know that most members have
been anxious to finish the session since
this time last evening. It is, however, en-
couraging to see members get up even at
the last minute to refer to the problems
that exist in their various electorates. This,
of course, places the rest of us in a diffi-
cult position, unless we are prepared to do
likewise; because it creates the impression
that we are having a half-holiday some-
where in the city, when we should be hero
ventilating the problems of our respective
electorates.

At the risk of offending those who
thought we would finish the session at-
about 6 o'clock, I too would like to deal
with this question of housing, which has
already been so effectively dealt with by
the member for Fremantle this evening,
and which was dealt with by the member
for Balcatta last night. We members are
confronted with this housing problem 24
hours a day. seven days a wveek, and it is
wtell to remind the Minister that the posi-
tion is not getting any better; indeed it is
getting worse.

I have, as a member of Parliament,
had more phone calls, and have received
more letters from people outside my elec-
to rate over the last three months-people
asking for assistance in matters of hous-
ins-than I have received in the last 20
years. The position is really grim. I
have been approached in this connection
by people from Rockingham and as far
afield as Kelmscott. Glen Forrest. Dar-
lington, and Swan View. These ap-
proaches that are made to me are, of
course, in addition to those I receive
from within my own electorate.

The member for Balcatta suggested last
night that we should take some of the
land in the green belt area for building
subdivisions; and I feel that in addition
to that we should also make available
rural land. To my way of thinking a num-
ber of the buildings which are going up
at the moment should not be going up
at all, because they are taking money,
building material, and labour which should
be going towards providing Housing Com-
mission homes. We should consider first
things first, and by this I mean we should
consider the men and the women who are
comning to this State from the Eastern
States because of the bonanza they expect
to find here as a result of the reports put
out by the Government in relation to the
marvellous times that can be had in West-
ern Australia. They are told of the great
progress they will be able to make, but
when these people get here they find they
are faced with a housing problem.

Let me give an example of one migrant
who has been here for seven years and
has found it necessary to change his house
five times during that period. He has
had to do this to keep his family together.
He asked me to convey to the Minister for
Immigration the fact that he has no al-
ternative to returning to England with his
family. He has come to this conclusion
because he feels the lives of his children
are being ruined as a result of their so
ao(ten having to change the school
they attend. He considers this to be most
unsettling for his children and, accord-
ingly, he asked me to convey the conclusion
he had arrived at to the Minister for immi-
gration.

I did this verbally, and the Minister
asked me to put it in writing. I will now
write to both the Commonwealth Minister
for Im migration and the State Minister
for Immigration.

Mr. Brand: Did you have a look at the
unemployment figures in England?

Mr. BRADY: I do not want to worry
the Minister for Housing unduly but I
would like to remind him of a particular
aspect of the housing situation which I
feel is being overlooked. We all know
that recently a referendum was held by
the Commonwealth in regard to the native
question, and the referendum was over-
whelmingly in favour of assisting the
natives.

2587



2588 [ASSEMBLY.]

In his very comprehensive speech on
housing, the Minister dealt with hous-
ing for school teachers, housing for rail-
way employees, and housing for the
personnel of the R.A.A.F.; and he
dealt with war service housing; but he
made no mention at all of housing for
natives, the original inhabitants of the
country, who are entitled to as much con-
sideration as anybody else.

Some of these people have a standard of
living equal to our own, but they are still
treated as second-class citizens. I appeal
to the Minister for Housing in this State
to take the matter up urgently with the
Commonwealth Government in an en-
deavour to secure more funds to provide
the native population with the conditions
enjoyed by the white people.

Before leaving this matter, I feel the
Minister for Housing and the Minister for
Native Welfare ought to get together in
an endeavour to alleviate the lot of the
thousands of natives who are living in
substandard conditions all over Western
Australia from Wyndham to Esperance
and from Wanneroo to the Warburton
Range. These people are experiencing
great difficulty, because nobody is pre-
pared to push the barrow for them.

Mr. Nalder: Do you not think there
has been some improvement since you were
the Minister?

Mr. BRADY: There has been a great
deal of improvement, and I give full marks
to the Minister for Native Welfare for the
work he is doing. The only mistake he
has made Is that he has given liquor rights
to natives, without teaching them how to
handle liquor.

I leave my suggestion with the minister
that he request his department to prepare a
pamphlet with illustrations to show how
people should handle alcohol, and further
to devise, through the Education De-
partment, a set of competitions for school
children to explain the effect of alcohol
and to show what the abuse of alcohol
can bring forth. Otherwise the Minister
has done a good job. The Government
should help him with the provision of
houses for natives.

Mr. Lewis: The teaching of the abuse
of alcohol has been undertaken for years
in the schools.

Mr. BRADY: I should mention further
that a missionary approached me last year
for a donation, because funds were being
raised to Provide illustrated material for
natives. If they are provided with illus-
trated matter they will absorb what Is de-
sired to be communicated, but in the case
of written material the natives could not
care less. Probably they would use it for
shaving paper.

My final remarks deal with education.
For over seven years I have tried to get
the department to do something for the
State school at Guiildford. Although the

department, through the Minister, agreed
to the request, nothing has yet been
done. Two or three deputations have
waited on the Minister, and this matter
has been going on for seven years. It is
about time the red tape in the department
was cut through. The Minister should say
to his department, "it is about time you
Pulled your socks up. If you do not, I
will bring administrators from overseas
to show you how the Job can be done."
When a deputation waits on the Minister
hie has to call in his departmental officers,
and then they have to turn up files.

For the last four or five years I have
been trying to have a playground provided
for the Governor Stirling High School.
This school has 13,000 to 14,000 pupils, but
there is not one acre of playing field.

Mr. Lewis: Did you mean "thousand'?
Mr. BRADY: I meant 1,300 to 1,400. The

minimum amount of playing field provided
for primary schools these days is five acres.
I know that the Minister has called several
meetings to discuss the position of the Gov-
ernor Stirling High School, but nothing has
been done. I bring this matter before his
notice again, even at this late stage of the
session, in the hope that he will take steps
to provide the playing field.

The irony of the case is that two-thirds
of the children at Governor Stirling High
School come from electorates which are
held by Liberal Party or Country Party
members. Many are accoimmodated at the
Swanleigh hostel. These children come
from all over Western Australia and their
parents are mostly supporters of the
Literal and Country Parties.

For over three winters the headmaster
and the senior mistress of the Governor
Stirling High School have requested me,
the department, the Midland Shire Coun-
oil, and the Swan Shire Council to see
what we could do to provide gravel for
two chains of road outside the school
where, daily, 12 busloads of children pull
up. The water runs over the footpath
when it rains, and the children have to
walk through the puddles of water; con-
sequently they have to sit all day in their
classes in wet socks and shoes. This has
been going on for three or four years, but
as yet nothing has been done about it. The
12 busloads of children come from Kala-
munda, Darlington, Helena Vale, and other
Liberal electorates. It seems the Minister
is not looking after the supporters of the
Government Parties.

One of the first considerations of the
department should be the health of the
children, and if the local authorities will
not provide the gravel for the road then
either the Government or the department
should provide it. The children should not
have to go to school under those conditions
year after year.

Mr. Brand: Which Government Put the
school there?
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Mr. BRADY: When I speak about the
laxity in some departmentS, I can include
the Housing Commission. If one visits that
department one will see about 500 em-
ployees, but what do they do? It seems
it has been argued that it would be a good
thing to sack the lot of them, and use the
money that is saved in wages and salaries
to provide housing through private enter-
prise. It strikes me like that, but I cannot
speak in the same vein as the Education
Department; however the Minister is not
forceful enough. If he were to make a
few threats he might get something done.
If he does not get any action from his
department, he will certainly hear from the
member for Swan.

AIR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [6.13 pm.l:
in speaking to the Annual Estimates last
evening, the member for Plibara dealt with
the shortage of building blocks in his elec-
torate, and with the methods employed
by the Government to sell land by auction.
The conditions in Qascoyne are almost
identical with those in Pilbara, although
the plight of Gascoyne is more desperate.
I agree in full with the member for P11-
bara that the department only releases
odd blocks of land for sale by auction
when there is an urgent demand for build-
ing blocks.

I have attended a number of these
auctions. In some cases three or four
blocks are put up for sale, although there
might be 20 to 30 bidders. In some cases
where the upset price is $500 to $600, due
to the shortage of building blocks the price
often reaches $1,700 to $1,800 on the fall
of the hammer.

On Monday week there Is to be an auction
at Shark Bay, but only one block is to be
put up. Goodness knows what price it will
fetch. At Carnarvon at the present time a
group of 16 persons are willing and anxious
to build their own homes, but they are
unable to obtain the land. The Car-
narvon Building Society has got the money
to lend.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NORTON: Before the tea suspen-
sion, I was about to say that the Car-
narvon Building Society, formed last year,
still has quite an amount of money to
lend to those persons desiring to build.
A number of people would like to
build homes, but, unfortunately, they can-
not acquire the land on which to build.
The Housing Commission has had to fill
In quite a large- area of marshy ground
In order to obtain sufficient land on which
to build in an effort to catch up on the
arrears in the town.

I would like to trace the history of the
allocation of land in Carnarvon, I think
it was about 18 months ago that the
Public Works Department was requested
to undertake an investigation In Carnar-
von to see what land was available for

housing. The department ascertained
that three areas were suitable, and it
reported on them.

The first one with which I shall deal is
Pickle Point, an area which is to the
South-west of the town. It is a conipara-
tiveLy small area, but if developed would
prove extremely useful because of Its close
Proximity to the fishing harbour. The
area is sufficient to provide 130 building
blocks. The second area is Morgan Town
and it could provide about 250 blocks.
The third is Babbage Island, and it is
capable of providing 720 blocks.

The Public Works Department estimated
the cost to bring these areas to a Suitable
standard for subdivision. Roads would
have had to be established, and so on.
The blocks in Babbage Island would have
cost in the vicinity of $417 per block to
upgrade the land to the required stan-
dard. The estimated cost at Morgan
Town was $1,000, while the cost at
Pickle Point was $1,100.

In May of this year a Cabinet sub-
committee, consisting of the Minister for
Lands, the Minister for industrial Devel-
opment, the Minister for Works, and the
Minister for Town Planning, visited Car-
narvon to view the various areas and de-
cide the practicability or otherwise of
their development. Whilst there, they
advised the shire council that they would
release to it the area in Morgan Town
for it to develop. The Ministers told the
members of the shire council that levee
banks would have to be established before
the area could be subdivided. The shire
council probably understood, as I did. that
this would be undertaken by the Public
Works Department.

Following the visit of the Ministers an
article appeared in The West Australian
with the following big headlines:-

Carnarvon Plans to Stop Speculation
The heading was in big letters, so appar-
ently it was considered to be an import-
ant project. The shire council accepted
the off er of this land for development on
the basis that the cost would be in the
vicinity of $1,000 a block. This was
considered to be a good and reason-
able project. However, I noticed an
advertisement in The Northern Times in-
dicating that tenders closed today for the
construction of the levee banks. The
tenders were called by the Shire of Car-
narvon. Therefore I take it that the shire
must foot the bill. The bank will be
13,700 feet long, which is approximately
21 miles. It will require 260,000 cubic
yards of fill. I think it would be quite
reasonable to assume that the cost of the
fill, plus the cost of consolidation and
other associated works, would be approxi-
mately $1 per yard. Therefore, before the
council can start to develop the area, it
will have to pay $260,000 for the levee
bank.
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Mr. Toms: The shire would be lucky to
get the fill at that if it had to be carted
very far.

Mr. NORTON: I am trying to be reason-
able, and I believe that an estimate of $1
is reasonable. To that must be addled
the Public Works Department estimate
for levelling and forming, and for roads,
etc., which it was thought would be in
the vicinity of $250,000. This makes a
total of $510,000 for a total of 250 blocks.
if my arithmetic is correct that would be
$2,040 per block. That would be the upset
price without allowing for any other con-
tingencies.

The Public Works Department's sugges-
tion was that the Babbage Island and
Morgan Town areas should be developed
together so that the cost of the two
would average out to a very reasonable
price per block. However, even if the
two areas were still developed jointly, the
average price per building block would be
$1,220.50.

I do not think it should be the responsi-
bility of the shire to construct the levee
banks. That is the responsibility of the
Public Works Department. The Govern-
ment is shirking its duty, because it should
be undertaking this work in order that the
area might be developed. It must be re-
membered that the Government has an
agreement with the shire council to
set aside a certain number of build-
ing blocks for the Housing Com-
mission and for other Government require-
ments. Therefore it would be only f air
to the people in the district and to the
shire if the Government constructed the
levee banks.

I do not know where the shire council
will obtain the finance required to pur-
chase the heavy equipment it will require,
plus a new engine for the power house,
to say nothing of a, new power house, and
so on. I feel it will be a long while yet
before any land is available in Carnarvon.
It must also be remembered that the
evaporites company at Lake Macteod
could quite easily, under the agreement we
ratified earlier this session, claim 180
building blocks from the Government
within the next 12 months.

So we can see that despite the big ad-
vertisement and the report by the Minister
for Lands that the Government is setting
out to stop speculation, the Government is
in no way reducing prices. In fact, it is
keeping them up, and, along with the
Housing Commission, it is expecting people
to pay exorbitant prices to purchase the
commission homes in which they live. The
highest price paid for a, block in Carnarvon
was for a vacant block purchased by the
Public Health Department.

r wish to deal briefly with one other
matter. and that is the waters in northern
Australia. The largest amnount of water in
Australia is to be found north of the 26th
parallel, where it is estimated that each

Year 240,D00,000 acre feet of water is dis-
charged into the sea. Of that amount,
160,000,000 acre feet is discharged into the
sea off the Western Australian coast.

At present only 5,000,000 acre feet of
water is used for irrigation in Australia,
so it can be seen that a very small amount
of the water available to us is being used
for irrigation. The -water from Western
Australia runs into the Timor Sea and the
Indian Ocean. The rivers which flow into
the Indian Ocean are the Gascoyne, Ash-
burton, Portescue, and De Grey. It is esti-
mated that those rivers would yield
5,00.000 acre feet of water per year if
tapped for irrigation.

The area to the north, which is virtually
the Rimberleys, yields 60,000,000 acre feet.
When we realise that the amount of water
that is running into the sea in Western
Australia is three times the amount of
water which flows through the Murray
River system, we can realise the tremen-
dous amount of water which is going to
waste.

I believe the Snowy River Authority
should be transferred to develop the water
resources north of the 26th parallel. it
should have the same funds and resources
available to it as it has had in the past.
As I1 said earlier in the session, the world
is going to be very short of water. In fact,
even this Year 70 countries met to discuss
this shortage. Another Point we must
remember is that we have a tremendous
amount of land available which could be
developed for agriculture if sufficient. water
were available.

The world is short of all types of food
and there is no reason why we cannot
make use of the waters and the land in
these areas to help meet the world food
shortage. If we do not use the land, we
cannot expect to hold out. As far as
Carnarvon is concerned, if there is a water
shortage and we are unable to produce
vegetables and fruit, then the cost of the
product bought by the housewife in Perth
will be increased quite considerably in the
wintertime, because the cost of all veget-
ables will rise considerably. This will
make quite a difference to her budget.

I consider that the development of
waters throughout the north of Australia
is a national problem and the Snowy River
Authority should be given the task now
to develop the rivers 'to their maximum
capacity. I hope that in the near future
we will at least see a dam on the Gascoyne
River so that we will be able to continue
to produce vegetables for the metropolitan
market. Vegetables are urgently needed
in the off season. it is also very evident
that we wvill have to commence the pro-
duction of tomatoes at Carnarvon, because
the production at Geraldton is rapidly
diminishing.

It is urgent that somnething should he
done to conserve the water in the Gascoyne
River and also, probably, in the other
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rivers in the iron ore area. The industry
there could easily drain the aquifers and
leave the area short of water. Another
problem which needs urgent attention is
the erosion that Is taking place at all river
catchments; but this problem, too, would
be lessened with the damming of the
rivers.

MR. LEWIS (Moore-Minister for
Education) [7.47 p.m.]: I wish to make
a few remarks in reply to some of the
statements made by the member for Wel-
lington, the member for Beeloo, and the
member for Swan. The member for Wel-
lington suggested we should encourage the
exchange of teachers. This idea was sup-
ported by the member for Beeloo, who
qualified it somewhat. If I remember
rightly he said that teachers who wish
to go on exchange overseas, firstly had
to resign from a position with the depart-
ment. I do not know whether this is what
he meant.

Mr. Jamieson: I was referring to ex-
tended time overseas. I know that a
limited time is granted.

Mr. LEWIS: A period of 12 months is
granted now for exchange purposes, but
teachers can make application for extend-
ed study leave overseas. Teachers have
done this and some have been overseas for
a period of three or four years. The ex-
change teacher scheme is operating very
successfully. On average, 12 teachers a
year comne to Western Australia. Mostly
they are from Britain, Canada, and New
South Wales. Not all States participate
in the teachers' exchange scheme.

Recently the Director-General of Educa-
tion returned from Britain, the United
States, and Japan and endeavoured to see
what could be done to further the ex-
change teacher idea with the Japanese.
However, up to date he has not been suc-
cessful in achieving anything. The Jap-
anese welcome our teachers to teach
English in their schools, but they do not
appear to be so ready to have Japanese
teachers come to Western Australia to
Leach Japanese. Nevertheless, we are still
going to try to promote the idea.

We are doing something in the way of
language laboratories. Firstly, it is neces-
sary to instruct the teachers and, in some
schools, to give direct instructions to the
students.

The member for Swan complained about
the delay in the development of the Guild-
ford Primary School. This is not due to
any lack of co-operation by the depart-
ment. I personally paid a visit to the
school with either the Director-General or
Deputy Director-General. After receiving
a deputation, we had a look at the layout.
We agreed to the proposals that were then
advanced for the improvement of the
grounds. The deputation proposed that
we should take in a further 2 or 21 acres
along the banks of the river. However, this

Is something which must be looked at be-
cause it could entail some earthworks. We
must appreciate the problems that could
follow from disturbing the surface of the
ground. It could cause a lot of undesir-
able erosion. It is because of the request
for a further 21 acres and the necessity
to consider the consequences that delay
has arisen. The delay does not lie with my
department.

The member for Swan mentioned the
delay in supplying playing fields at the
Governor Stirling High School. To be
quite fair, his comments should have been
wider. On a number of occasions he and I
have been out with members of the de-
partment and have conferred with the
local town council. By arrangement with
the council, an area of its ground which is
alongside the school is to be developed.
The town council will grass it and the de-
partment will provide a bore. Hence, a
playing ground will be provided at the
earliest opportunity. The department has
some ground a little further away, but this
will require quite a lot of filling. A good
deal of expense is involved in this kind of
operation and, out of necessity, it will have
to be done over a number of years.

In order to expedite the provision of a
playground we have obtained the co-
operation of the local town council which
has done some filling on its own ground.
When I was out there a few months ago
the ground was ready for grassing and the
council was awaiting the provision of' a
bore. We arranged for the bore to be put
down. Consequently', there has been no
lack of co-operation. There is absolutely
no necessity for anybody to be dismissed.

He also mentioned the bad footpaths in
the town of Guildford where the buses stop
to load and unload children in the after-
noon. I maintain this is the responsibility
of the local authority. Surely if we adopted
the Principle that the department should
be responsible if the local town council
falls down on its job then, to be consis-
tent, we would have to be responsible for
the provision of roads if the local
authority falls down on its job.

This is not a fair charge to place against
the department. We will do our best to
urge the local authority to do something
about it. I must say, though, that when I
last visited the Guildford High School, it
appeared to me that something had been
done, because there did not seem to be as
many holes in the footpath as previously.
Perhaps I saw It under dry conditions, but
that certainly was the impression I gained.

The member for Beeloo mentioned two
other matters, one of which was the short-
age of teacher housing, and the other was
the class loading for the teachers. in
regard to the former, we realise that we
are a long way from having an ideal
situation where everything is entirely
satisfactory in the field. It must be re-
membered that we started a long way
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behind. This question of the provision of
teacher housing and the associated prob-
]em of unsatisfactory housing for teach-
ers goes back a long way. It goes back
to a time long- before this Government
came into office and probably before the
previous- Government came into offie. It
has concerned many Governments over
the years.

In an eff ort to come to grips with the
problem and do something positive about
it, the Government set up the Govern-
ment Employees' Housing Authority. This
was done because the problem of the short-
age of funds had been a limiting factor
previously. The authority has been given
an increasing amount of money each year.
This year it will receive in the vicinity of
$900,000, This is a considerable increase
on the previous allocation, yet the previous
allocation was greater than the one before
that. The authority is making an impact
on this mighty task, but it will take some
time before it catches up with the situa-
tion. It is niot something which can be
achieved overnight.

The authority, too, is encouraging the
co-operation of local authorities. If there
are a fair number of teachers in a town
and the Education Department can
guarantee that there will always be a cer-
tain number available who wish to live in
hostels or something of that character,
then the hostels authority will co-operate
with the local authority and as a result the
the latter will raise a loan and the Govern-
ment Employees' Housing Authority will
guarantee the rental' over an extended
period. Of course, there will always be a
certain number of teachers who prefer to
board or make some other arrangements;
but when a guarantee can be given, what
I have just stated is the line of action that
follows, I understand some local auth-
orities have already taken steps to co-
operate with the Government Employees'
Housing Authority for this purpose.

with regard to class loading, the mem-
ber for Eeeloo appeared to indulge in an
old algebraical-type problem, whereby one
is given the problem and then the ques-
tion. It is to the effect that if A has a
certain value, what value will X have. It
seems to me that the answer one gets for
X depends on the value one gives to A.
The member for Beeloo proceeded to Put
his own value on A in order to arrive at
the result he wanted to achieve.

Mr. Jamieson: What do you mean by
that? I was using Commonwealth
statistics.

Mr. LEWIS: One has to be sure one
is comparing like with like.

Mr. Jamieson, I was comparing like
with like.

Mr. LEWIS:. I am not prepared, off the
cuff, to accept the honourable member's
figures.

Mr. Jamieson:. You yourself mentioned
oranges and mandarins.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not doubt the hon-
ourable member's integrity for one
moment, but he has Prepared a case
which I am not prepared to accept off
the cuff. I do not have any figures before
me, so 1 am not in a position either to
challenge them or accept them. I do not
intend to accept them until I have satis-
fled myself that he is comparing like with
like.

Mr. Jamieson: That is what you said
before, and it was why I undertook more
inquiries.

Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry I was away
today when the Education Estimates came
before the Chamber, because my proposed
speech contained a lot of informa-
tion. Even at this stage I would like to
make a few remarks. I want to say that
in 1946-47 the Government spent
$2,500,000 on education. The figure has
been quoted in decimal currency for the
purpose of convenience. This amount was
spent out of a total Consolidated Revenue
of $30,000,000 which means that 8.46 per
cent. was spent on education. In 1950-57
-10 years ago-the Government spent
$14,000,000 out of a total of $11.2,500,000,
which means that 12.59 per cent. was
spent. In 1966-67 wve spent $39,000,000 on
education out of a total of $228,000,000,
which means a. Percentage of 17.05.

Members will see that not only are the
amounts increasing, as one would expect,
because of the greater populat-on and the
amount of money available to the State
in total, but also the percentage-which
is the most important factor-spent on
education is progressively increasing. it
has grown from 8.48 Per cent. 20 years
ago to 17.05 per cent, now. I think this
accentuates the increasing emphasis the
Government is giving to the value of, and
the need for, education.

I turn now to the teacher position. In
December, 1966, 577 trainee teachers
graduated, and it is expected 640 gradu-
ates will enter the service in 1968. In
1967 a total of 833 students commenced
training in teachers' colleges, and it is
anticipated that a further 920 will enter
for training in 1968. This, of course, is
due to the need for teachers because of
the great upsurge in the school population
of Western Australia. As we know the
population of the State has increased at a
far greater rate than that of any other
State in Australia. I do not have the
figures before me so I cannot be quite
sure, but it is quite likely that the state's
school population has also increased at
a far greater rate. In any event one
thing of which I can be certain is that
it has increased at a far greater rate than
has the school population in Tasmania.

Mr. Bickerton: You would not expect
us to be going backwards.

2592



[ Friday, 24 November, 19671]29

Mr. LEWIS: No, I would not expect that.
However, to listen to the member for
Beeloo one would imagine that we had
gone backwards.

Let me illustrate the position in 1961,
two years after this Government took
office. In 1961, 49.5 per cent. of all
primary classes comprised 40 or fewier
Pupils. By 1966, five years later, this
figure had Increased to 57 per cent., and
this year it has been further increased
to 63 per cent. So we are definitely mak-
ing progress in regard to reducing the
size of classes, despite the great upsurge
in the school population.

I regret I was not present in the Cham-
ber earlier in tbe sitting to present these
Estimates. There is a lot of information
contained in the notes before me which
would probably take me about 40 minutes
to deliver. I know I would not be very
popular at this stage of the sitting if I
attempted to make a speech lasting 40
minutes.

Mr. Bickerton: What was more im-
portant than your being in the Chamber
earlier to present your Estimates?

Mr. LEWIS: I am not certain, but I am
sure members would agree with me that
education is a most important matter; and
I would be delighted to spend a little more
time on delivering the whole of this
speech, because I am certain that what I
would say would be of great interest to
all members. However, I1 will consider
taking steps to incorporate this informa-
tion in the form of a circular which I
will post to members in due course.

The information I have refers to many
new methods that have been incorporated
in our education system. I am sure those
members who have not inspected any of
the schools in this State to find out about
the methods of instruction, and so on,
that are now being practised will be
greatly enlightened when they are in-
formed of the current policy being fol-
lowed in the State's educational system.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Brand (Treasurer), and transmitted
to the Council.

DAMPIER SOLAR SALT INDUSTRY
AGREEMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

QUESTIONS (9) '.ON NOTICE
KALGOORLIE ABATTOIR

Timber Rights
1. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Forests:
Pursuant to the contract of sale
of the Kalgoorlie Abattoir, what
timber rights in respect of the
abattoir reserve are enjoyed by
the purchaser?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
The Land Act does not restrict
the removal of timber from town-
site and suburban land, and the
Forests Department has no juris-
diction over the felling of grow-
ing timber on the land referred
to by the honourable member.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
SUPPLIES

Capital Cost and Commencement
2. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:.
(1) What is the anticipated total

capital cost of necessary equip-
ment and installations in order
to commence fluoridation of
metropolitan water supplies?

(2) When is it expected that fluori-
dation of such water supplies will
commence?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) $140,000.
(2) January, 1968.

BUILDING B3LOCKS
Prices: Suggestions jar Control

3. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Town
Planning:
(1) What are the eleven varieties of

controls which the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority con-
cluded should be investigated in
order to tackle the problem of
inflation in the price of resi-
dential lots (vide Annual Report
of M.R.P.A., page 12)?

(2) What remedial measures were
recommended by the authority
to the Government for investiga-
tion and implementation respec-
tively in the matter of specula-
tion in land (vide page 13) ?

(3) What are "the other measures
being taken by the M.R.P.A." to
release on the market, at reason-
able prices, a large number of
residential blocks that "should
satisfy the legitimate needs of
homebuilders in the community"
(side page 13) ?

(4) Does he agree that "in essence,
the solution could be simple"
(vide page 13)?
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Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Included in "South of the River

Survey" report tabled in the
Legislative Assembly on the 25th
October, 1967.

(2) As per recommendations in that
report.

(3) (a) The. rezoning of urban
deferred land.

(b) The review of the region
scheme with particular re-
gard to the fringes of the
urban areas and the further
development of existing
communities within the rural
area.

(4) Zn essence, Yes, Providing all the
remedial measures could be put
into effect. However, there would
be considerable difficulty in ac-
comp~lishing that.

PLJASTERERS
Support for Registration

4.Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Are there any organisations or

authorities additional to the Soc-
iety of Operative Plasterers and
the Master Builders' Association
which have indicated support of
the principle of registration of
plasterers (solid)?

(2) If so, what are they?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Master Plasterers' Association

of W.A. (Secretary's address: 168
Roberts Street, Joondanna).

POTATO MARKETING BOARD
Contributions: Collection for

Association
5. Mr. GRAH4AM asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Is there any system of arrange-

ment under which the Potato
Marketing Board collects member-
ship contributions or other pay-
ments for or on behalf of the
Potato Growers' Association?

(2) If so, how does it operate and
what is the authority for the
procedure?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No: but under section 21 of the

Potato Growing industry Trust
Fund Act the Potato Marketing
Board pays into the fund contri-
butions by growers based on sales.
Under section 22 of that Act there
is authority for money to be pro-
vided from the trust fund to the
Potato Growers' Association of
W-A. (ftc,) to finance its oper-

ations subject to approval in writ-
Ing by the Minister, and this is
done annually.

(2) Answered by (1).

CROSSWALKu
Cootbinia: Repositioning

6. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Has it been decided to alter the

Position of the crosswalk at the
Adair Parade-Selkirk Street inter-
section with Walcott Street, Cool-
binia. to the opposite side of the
roadway?

(2) If so. when will the change be
made?

Mr. CRAIGT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) As soon as negotiations with the

Perth City Council are completed.

MARGARET KINDERGARTEN
New Site

7. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Has any site yet been decided upon

in connection with the transfer of
location of Margaret Kindergar-
ten, Leederville?

(2) If "No," can he give any indication
as to when finality is likely to be
reached?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) and (23 The Perth City Council

has advised that a site has been
allocated from council land on the
eastern side of Lee derville Techni-
cal School site.

LEEDERVILLE SCHOOL
Enrolments and Grounds

8. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) What is the Present enrolment at

the Leederville Primary School?
(2) What was the enrolment at the

end of each of the following school
years:

1964.
1965,
1966?

(3) What is the Present area of the
school grounds?

(4) What is the minimum area sought
by the department in regard to
proposed establishment of new
primary schools?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) 376.
(2) 1964-334.

1965-342.
1966-3 74.

(3) 44 acres.
(4) 5 acres.
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KALAMUNDA HIGH SCHOOL
Upgrading, and Water Supply

for Oval
9. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for

Education:
Further to his answers to questions
regarding the Kalamunda High
School on the 21st November,
1967-
(1) can he advise the number of

post-Junior Certificate stu-
dents that would be necessary
in order to justify the upgrad-
ing of this high school to a
five-year status?

(2) What is the latest figure on
which the department is
working in so far as the 198
school Year is concerned?

(3) When is the proposed Kala-
munda Shire dam expected to
be completed?

(4) Has a firm arrangement been
made with the Kalamunda
Shire Council f or use of water
for the school from its pro-
posed darn if and when it
comes into operation?

(5) What quantity of water will
be required; and what quan-
tity of water Is It anticipated
will be available?

(6) In the event of there being a
long delay in the availability
of water from the Kalamunda
Shire Council's source, what
alternative Plan is envisaged
to cope with the situation?

(71) In the event of students hav-
ing to travel to grounds away
from the school in order to
participate in sport, who is
responsible for paying any
transport costs?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) In order to provide specialist

courses and in particular meet the
new matriculation requirements, it
is desirable that the number of
fourth-year students should be in
excess of 75. It is estimated that
56 students from Kalamunda High
School will undertake fourth-year
studies in 1968.

(2) The figures for the two schools up-
graded in 1968 are-

Mirrabooka High School-ll0
fourth-year students.
Cyril Jackson High School-
90 fourth-year students.

These compare with the 56
students at Kalamund-a.

(3) to (6) I have had to refer these
questions to the Public Works De-
partment, but as the information
is not Yet available it will be for-

warded in due course to the hon-
ourable member.

(7) It is usual for the students con-
cerned, or for the school, to pay
for such transport.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
Introduction of Amending Legislation:

Motion
3MR. WV. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)

[8.18 p.m.): I move-
That in the opinion of this House

the Government should in this session
introduce legislation to amend the
Workers' Compensation Act with par-
ticular reference to the following:

Section 5-
(a) Basic wage.
(b) Dependency.
(c) Definition of "worker".

Se c t ion 8-Compensation fo r
worker dying from or affected
by certain industrial diseases.

S e c tion 10-Compensation for
hernia.

Section 29-Jurisdiction of
Board-
(a) Provision for funds to be

made available wv h e r e
deemed necessary.

(b) Board to be empowered
to impose a penalty for
unreasonable d ela y in
settling claims or main-
taining weekly payments,

First Schedule-
Clauses i and 3-Provide for

retrospectivity of appli-
cation.

Clause 1 (c) (iii)-Add "re-
pair and replacement of
artificial hearing aids".

Clause li-Insert $10,000 in
lieu of $7,000.

Third Schedule-Add "industrial
deafness".

This motion arises as a result of a recent
deputation from the Trades and Labour
Council to the Minister for Labour con-
cerning amendments which that council
desired to the Workers' Compensation Act.
Incidentally, no requests were made for
increases in compensation payments,
either in the first or the second schedules,
but a number of matters were included in
the submissions made by the council
which, to my mind, certainly require close
attention.

I understand the Minister has indicated
there will be no substantial amendments
to the Act brought forward this session,
but he has been good enough to rectify
an anomaly: namely, he has altered the
figures in clause I11 of the schedule to
provide for an increase of $3,000 from
$7,000 to $10,000, which is the correct
figure.
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It is not my intention to deal exten-
sively with each item in this motion, but
suffice to say that a precis of the matters
mentioned might be of interest to mem-
bers. I do not propose to read extracts
from the Act1 because any member who
is sufficiently interested can follow the
provisions laid down in the Act from
my references to them. The preamble to
the motion i--

That in the opinion of this House
the Government should in this Session
introduce legislation to amend the
Workers' Compensation Act with par-
ticular reference to the following:-

Notice of this motion has appeared on
the notice paper for some weeks, but It
has not been dealt with. I am not criti-
cising the Government for the delay in
bringing it before the House, because I
realise that Government business has pre-
cedence.

It has been suggested by the Trades and
Labour Council that section 5 be amended.
It made a submission to explain the pro-
vision. Among other things, that section
deals with the adjustment of compensa-
tion payments in accordance with the rise
and fall of the basic wage as declared
under the State Industrial Arbitration
Act. It is suggested, with a certain
amount of Justification, that that section
is redundant and should be appropriately
amended or be repealed.

The question of dependency is of im-
portanee. The Act provides that if a
worker Is injured he is not entitled to
compensation with respect to his depend-
ants if they are not residents of this
State alter he has been here for five
years. It is suggested this provision works
unjustly against the injured worker, and
the definition should be liberalised to en-
able an injured worker to receive com-
pensation with respect to his dependants.

The definition of "worker" provided,
some time ago, that any person receiving
not more than $2,000 a year was a work-
er; but, due to increases in awards and in
wages on account of the ever-increasing
cost of living, that particular restriction
was removed. There is need for the
extension of this definition to bring it
more into line with the Act which oper-
ates in New South Wales.

The next section to which I refer is
section 8. It deals with compensation for
workers dying from, or affected by, cer-
tain industrial diseases. The submission
from the Trades and Labour Council to
the Minister in connection with pneumo-
coniosis was that where dual diseases are
Present, section 8(13) Iftnits an ex-miner's
compensation payment. We feel this
anomaly should be corrected.

On behalf of the member for Boulder-
Eyre, who is vitally interested in this sec-
tion, I wish to put forward his views.
He says that the repeal of section 11 of
the Workers' Compensation Act last year

allows weekly payments to be made to
permanently or partially incapacitated
workers until the limit of $ 10,000 Is
reached. This does not apply to workers
with a similar type of incapacity due to
pneumoconiosis.

The next provision which concerns the
Trades and Labour Council and workers
generally is section 10, dealing with com-
pensation for hernia. This is a rather
long section; it sets out certain conditions
which injured workers must face up to
be fore they can obtain compensation. In
the event of the employer or the insurer
refusing to accept liability for alleged
hernia cases, the injured worker has the
right of appeal to the Workers' Compen-
sation Board. It is considered that cases
of hernia should be treated in the same
way as other injuries sustained by work-
ers in the course of employment are
treated. It is suggested that section
should he examined, and that same of the
restrictions removed.

The next part of the motion deals with
section 29, relating to the jurisdiction of
the board. The powers are set out para-
graph by paragraph. This section pro-
vides that funds shall be made available
where deemed necessary. The board
should be empowered to impose a Penalty
for unreasonable delay in settling claims
or maintaining weekly payments. The
view of the Trades and Labour Council Is
this: In view of the very unsatisfactory
Position concerning entry to Common-
wealth establishments, it is suggested that
amendments to the Act be made to permit
funds to be made available for rehabilita-
tion in cases where the Workers' Com-
pensation Board considers it to be neces-
sary. There is reference to the submis-
sion to workers whose payments have
been delayed. There are cases where de-
lay in payment is not the fault of the
employer or the insurer. Sometimes it is
due to the late submission of medical
evidence and medical certificates, but in
other eases delay in the payment of com-
pensation payments to workers is caused
through no fault of the workers.

I now refer to the first schedule of the
Act. Clauses 1 to 3 of that schedule deal
with the amounts that are payable by way
of lump-sumn or weekly payments to in-
jured workers for hospital expenses and
for medical expenses, etc. It Is suggested
that the application of the Act be made
retrospective.

Another provision which it is sought
to have inserted in the first schedule re-
lates to the provision of artificial hear-
ing aids. There is at present provision
for artificial eyes and artificial teeth, and
the suggestion is that an addition be
made to provide for the insertion of "re-
pair and replacement of artificial hearing
aids.'

Another amendment proposed in the first
schedule is to clause 11. It seeks to sub-
stitute the amount of $10,000 for the ex-
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isting amount of $7,000. This matter has
been rectified by the Bill which was
passed earlier this session.

The last matter dealt with in the motion
concerns industrial deafness. The sugges-
tion is that this disability be included in
the third schedule. During the time
I was Minister for Labour I caused amend-
ing provisions ta be included in Bills to
amend the Act to cover industrial deaf-
ness.

In the early stages it used to be re-
ferred to as boilermakers' deafness, but
nowadays various industries are saddled-
in many cases unavoidably-with excessive
noise. Workers are obliged to work under
those conditions, and this could lead to
loss of hearing. It is a social disability.
It is considered that an amendment be in-
serted in the schedule so that these work-
ers will be entitled to compensation when
supported by medical evidence.

Those are the requests which have been
submitted by the Trades and Labour Coun-
cil. On behalf of the Party. I was deputed
to launch the motion. I know it would
have made no difference had the motion
been dealt with three weeks ago. I do
think it should be carried. It will not be
incumbent on the Government to do any-
thing this session, because the session will
end sometime tonight, but it would be an
Indication by members on both sides of
the House that attention should be given
by the incoming Government to this
matter in order to tidy up some of these
provisions.

Workers' compensation is a matter
which affects thousands of workers in
the State from time to time. The legisla-
tion has personal application, and I sug-
gest anything that the State can do to
keep it in line with the Provisions apply-
ing in a State like New South Wales should
be done.

From time to time it will be necessary
to make amendments to the Act, but I
do not suppose it will ever be perfect
legislation. When we compare workers'
compensation under which a maximum of
$10,000 is payable with the awards that
have been handed out from time to time
by the judges of the Supreme Court for
traffic injuries which are comparable with
the injuries sustained by workers, we will
see that sympathetic consideration of some
up-grading of the Provisions of the Act
is needed.

I would like to express my appreciation
and thanks to the present Minister for
Labour for his sympathetic and under-
standing approach to the Provisions of the
Act. One can realise from his statements
and speeches in the House that he has
taken a very keen interest in. and made
a very deep study of, the Act. I am satis-
fied it is through no fault of his that,
during this session, no Bill has been pre-
sented to include the amendments which
are shown in my motion. I do hope that

in the next session something will be done
to rectify injustices and matters which
should be attended to.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [8.29 pm.]: I am
on the industrial committee that has been
meeting the Trades and Labour Council.
The committee was very disappointed that
the Minister did not introduce amend-
ments along the lines of those contained
in the motion of the member for Mt.
Hawthorn. Anyone who has had some-
thing to do with the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act-I see the member for Perth
taking a very intense interest-is aware
of many of the anomalies and difficulties
which have to be faced by Injured workers.

Unfortunately there are some people who
feel that workers prefer workers' compen-
sation to doing a hard day's work. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth, par-
ticularly in regard to married workers who
have family responsibilities, because they
find themselves in great difficulties if they
are sick or disabled for a long period. This
puts them back years financially and
makes them very distressed.

In regard to the motion moved by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn, I would Point
out that he went through the various
items and dealt with the matter concern-
ing the rise and fall of the basic wage.
However, I understand there is no such
thing today, as we have a total wage. I
would have thought the Act would be
amended to bring it into line with the new
total wage.

Then there is the provision regarding
dependency for five years. If a worker has
been here for five years and has not
brought his family out and is unfortunate
enough to meet with a serious accident,
or is killed, the argument crops up as to
whether his wife and family are to be
Paid workers' compensation. I do not
know whether members in this House are
aware that there are thousands and
thousands of single men working in indus-
try, and if any of them happens to be
killed in an accident, no payment, apart
from the Payment towards funeral ex-
penses and some hospitalisation, is made.

In such a case the insurance com-
panies-irrespective of whether they
are Private companies or whether it
is the State Government Insurance
Office-stand to gain considerably. So
the various insurance companies and
the State Government Insurance Office
must be making huge profits out of single
men and should be able to build up sub-
stantial reserves which could easily be
paid to the families in Europe and
other countries, even though the hus-
bands may have been here for five
years. The way the Act is worded at the
moment implies that the average worker
is able to earn sufficient money in Aus-
tralia to pay the fare to bring his family
out within a Period of five years. That
is one of the reasons I advance fn support
of an amendment to the Act.
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I do not intend to go through all the
ramifications of the various sections of
the Act, as the member for Mt. Hawthorn
did when he explained his motion. 'The
only matter I wish to mention is that of
hospitalisation and medical expenses.
Even though the board can nowv pay out
more money from the fund, in recent
times I have heard of two or three cases
where excessive debts have been incurred
by workers who have been in St. John of
God Hospital or Royal Perth Hospital,
because medical expenses and hospitali-
sation costs have increased considerably.
While more money has been made
available for the purpose of paying these
accounts, the increases have been more
or less absorbed because hospital ex-
penses are so high.

I feel the Act should have been amended
during this session to make provision for
the greater costs incurred in relation to
hospitalisation. In addition, funeral
expenses have gone up considerably. Any
member who has been reading the paper
recently will know that these expenses
are a charge against the fund.

At one time it was said throughout the
world that we were in the vanguard in
regard to workers' compensation, but I re-
cently heard a worker say that we are
nowv in the guard's van. Anybody who
has a look at thle conspectus prepared by
the Commonwealth about two years ago
will see that we are well down in regard
to the benefits under our Workers' Com-
pensation Act.

I would like to pay a tribute to the
member for Mt. Hawthorn who tonight
moved this motion. For many Years he
has been chairman of the industrial com-
mittee of the Australian Labor Party.
He has had the agonising experience of
sitting here as a Minister and as a mem-
ber and having this House pass substantial
amendments to the Workers' Compensation
Act, only to see them sent to another place
to be turned down. So far as he is con-
cerned, he has played his part as a
representative of the Australian Labor
Party in the endeavours he has made to
improve the lot of the wvorker.

In this day and age, when we are sup-
posed to be living in an affluent society, I
think the Government of the day could
substantially improve the Payments to
workers who experience grief as a result
of being involved in accidents. I would
hope the Government, even at this latz1
stage, would bring down amendments to
the Act. In any case, members on the
Government side can show their
sympathy by voting for the motion.

Amendment to Mlotio-n
Because the session is drawing to a

close, I move an amendment-
Line 2-Delete the words "in this

Session".
Amendment put and passed.

Motion, as Amended
MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [8.37

p.m.]: I gave an undertaking earlier that
I had spoken my last words for this ses-
sion, and I regret having to break that
promise. However, this will be only a
brief interlude.

I support the motion moved by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn and draw the
attention of the House to the suggested
amendments to the first schedule dealing
with retrospectivity of application. my
comments have particular relevance to
that portion of the motion.

At present where a worker is injured
and is obviously entitled to workers' com-
pensation, or, if killed and his dependants
are entitled to compensation, I maintain
there is far too much delay in
the initial payment to those depend-
ants. This delay imposes extreme hard-
ship on dependants of working people
when the breadwinner has been injured.
Assuming the injured person goes to hos-
pital, before receiving compensation
entitlement he may have to wait anything
up to three weeks to be eligible for social
service entitlement, and the average
working family cannot afford to wait that
long. Members opposite may or may not
know that, and I assume they do not.

We on this side of the House have to
live with it. In the main we represent
that type of constituent. Many of us
who are associated with the trade union
movement can speak with first-hand
knowledge.

I notice the Minister is preoccupied with
the Premier-and it is perhaps proper that
he should be-but I hope he is hearing my
comments in this respect. I ask that
sympathetic consideration be given to the
point I am making to ensure that where
compensation is a foregone conclusion,
early payment will be made; and that, if
necessary, the department concerned will
do its best to establish a fund upon which
the family of an injured person, or the
injured person, can draw rather than
have to wait three weeks before becom-
ing entitled to social service payments. I
ask the Minister to give consideration to
that matter, and to see, if nothing is done
now by way of amendment, that some-
thing is done soon to relieve the situation.

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister
for Labour) [8.41 P.M.]: I propose
to ask the House to reject the
motion, but not on the ground that it
does not contain some matters which war-
rant a deal of study and, in fact, some
consideration. I have to be careful when
I refer to the discussion that took place
with the deputation from the Trades and
Labour Council, because the Leader of
the Opposition was present and he has
a very exact memory. However, I think
on that occasion it was after the comn-
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mencement of the parliamentary session
and I rather mildly chided the members
of the deputation for not paying heed to
some advice I had given on a previous
occasion-that any submissions to be
made subject to legislative amendment
should be made in ample time for the
necessary consideration to be given to
them.

Members will recall that last year com-
prehensive amendments were made to the
Workers' Compensation Act in regard to
the matter of amounts and also in regard
to a number of basic principles, which the
member for Mt. Hawthorn had been
fighting for, I understand, for a consider-
able number of Years. Members who have
been here for some time will recall seeing a
notice of motion on the notice paper every
year; and finally there was an arrange-
ment whereby most of the matters for
which the honourable member had been
pressing were given consideration and be-
came the law of the land. This was the
result of quite considerable research by
me in the previous year; and it was in
that year of 1966 that I received a similar
deputation from the members of the
Trades and Labour Council. I was able
to receive this deputation and discuss, I
think, intelligently the matters they
raised, because I had been giving the
various points some close consideration
for several months.

However, this year I am afraid the ap-
proach was made rather late in the piece
and I did, to a degree, chide the members
of the deputation for not taking what I
thought to be good advice. I think also
on that occasion I was somewhat amazed
when one of the members of the deputa-
tion indicated I had given scant considera-
tion to the proposition, because within a
couple of days I had answered their letter.
It is not very often that a Minister is ac-
cused of replying to mail too quickly.

Also at that time I had only just received
copies of the notes on the propositions
that were to be raised by the deputation
from the departments and officers who
give advice to me. These are the Chairman
of the Workers' Compensation Board and
the General Manager of the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office, who would give the
viewpoint of the insurers generally.

During the course of the deputation, we
went through the points one by one and
I had frequently to refresh my memory
by reading almost directly from the sub-
missions made by these two gentlemen. I
think the list had only been received on
the afternoon prior to the day of receiv-
ing the deputation. Further, I made the
point-and I think it was conceded-that
quite a number of the issues raised were
issues upon which there was still no un-
animity of opinion-issues where there was
still some difficulty.

It was conceded that the amendment
which was made in the House during this

session was necessary. However, even at
that time I do not think anyone had been
disadvantaged, but to keep the record
straight a Hill to amend the Act was
introduced-

I think I will follow the lead of the
member for Mt. Hawthorn and deal with
these issues one by one. Firstly, I will
deal with the reference to the basic wage
in the Workers' Compensation Act. I think
the deputation quickly conceded-because
the situation relevant to the basic wage
in the Federal court was in doubt-that
the time was not opportune to give con-
sideration to deleting references in the
Workers' Compensation Act to the basic
wage.

This matter is still under close study
and scrutiny because there are many
references to the basic wage in our
Statutes. Despite what people think, we
do have a basic wage prescribed in this
State. All awards and agreements have
this basic wage prescribed. It is reason-
able to say that it is immnovable because
there is no movement in the Federal six
capital cities wage to which it has now
been tried. Until the doubt in the Federal
sphere is cleared, we would be foolish in-
deed to alter this provision.

I think, too, there is a comment in the
report of the Chief Industrial Commis-
sioner that in his view there should not
be any alteration to the Act until the
position is less clouded. The deputation
conceded this.

In the matter of dependency, it is true
there is a provision in the Workers' Com-
pensation Act of Western Australia which
states, in essence, that a dependant who
is not resident in the State ceases to
be a dependlant after the Worker to whom
the Act refers has been in this State for
five years. There is, however, a remedy
under our Act which provides that an
Order-in-Council may be Issued if the
Governor is satisfied that the laws of
another State or another country grant,
virtually, reciprocity. That Order-in-
Council will cover the dependants of a
worker who is not~ living in the State in
the event of his death resulting from in-
jury after the five-Year period.

It may be of some significance that, to
the best of my knowledge, no approach
had ever been made previously for this
Provision to be Questioned or altered. It
so happened that I was already giv-
ing consideration to a request from
the Italian Consul that reciprocity in
this matter be ranted in respect to
Italy by the issue of such an Order-in-
Council. It rather Surprised me when I
received this request. I am not stying
that such a request had not been made
before, but none had been made to rue.
nor could I find evidence of any other
approaches.

I think that back in 1948 or 1949-
this appears in the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act as a marginal note-an Order-
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in-Council was issued in respect of workers
who had come from New Zealand. As far
as 1 can find out, there was only one other
case: that of a worker who was represented
by a solicitor. No other approach by any
other State in Australia, or any other
country, was made. So I wondered whether
this Particular approach was not, in fact,
inspired. I was led to believe this more
than ever when I saw that envoys from
different countries were meeting the
Trades and Labour Council and discussing
the difficulties which workers from other
countries might experience if they were to
come here as immigrants,

I must say that the Italian Consul ex-
Pressed his gratitude to the Premier and
to the Government for having issued the
Order-in-Council. I do not know whether
this did, in fact, open the way for a new
agreement on migration with the Italian
Government representatives who were here
quite recently. I certainly feel this paved
the way to remove some difficulty which
may have existed.

Another factor regarding dependency was
raised at the deputation, and it concerned
the matter of a die facto wife. Whilst
children of a die facto marriage are re-
garded as dependants, the die facto wife
Is not. I understand there is some pro-
vision in other Acts to the effect that
when a certain period of residence with
the worker has been established, and the
bona fides of the association have also
been established, compensation is payable.
This is a matter which is receiving some
consideration, and I understand that where
this provision does apply, it is still not
without some legal difficulty.

The reference to compensation for a
worker dying after being affected by certain
industrial diseases is the famous section
8 (13) which came under some discussion
last year with the repeal of section 11 of
the Act. At that time I think I indicated
that I was prepared to see how this sec-
tion would operate and whether it would
operate to the detriment of certain workers
or not. Until the deputation came to me,
no specific cases had been quoted to show;
whether it had been advantageous or dis-
advantageous. I feel there is a possibility
it could be of advantage. However, if this
section should be repealed, it is certain
some workers would be denied some form of
compensation. So this is a matter which
will remain under review as far as I am
concerned until it can be proven whether
it is of advantage. It may need a little
tidying up in the future.

Reference was made to two matters which
come under the jurisdiction of the board.
The first is that the board should make
certain funds available in certain cases for
the rehabilitation of injured workers. I
have been interested in this matter and it is
true that the cost of rehabilitation of a
worker is very high. It may be possible
for a trust fund to be set up under the
control of the Workers' Compensation

Board, and for that fund to be used to
offset the difficulties of injured workers.
I have, in fact, requested the Chairman of
the Workers' Compensation Board to carry
out an inquiry to ascertain whether it is
feasible. The fund would have to be
established out of contributions. So this
matter is at least under consideration and
it will require some legislative amendment
to empower the board to set up the fund.
Until we have the details it will be im-
possible to move for legislation.

On the matter of empowering the
board to impose added penalties in the
case of tardiness by insurance companies
in paying workers' compensation, it was
reported to me that there did not appear
to be any great reason for this. The
Chairman of the Workers' Compensation
Board and also the General Manager of the
State Government Insurance Office sug-
gested that more information-perhaps
something more specific-could be made
available. No further information has
been supplied to me by the deputation. I
am not critical of that fact.

There is a request-and it comes up
frequently-for retrospectivity in respect
of workers' compensation payments. I
think we appreciate that there is no
unanimity In connection with this matter.
There is a great deal of difficulty in regard
to insisting on retrospectivity when it
affects the operations of someone who has
budgeted for certain known outgoings. To
suddenly increase the liability can be em-
barrassing. In fact, there has been some
criticism of the fact that the workers' com-
pensation premiums have increased by I21
per cent, to cater for the amendment made
last year. I calculated at the time
that the increase would be somewhere be-
tween 6 per cent. and I7 per cent. I did
receive some letters criticising the Premium
Rates Committee because it levied a rate of
121 per cent. On further investigation, I
found that the base rate had been raised
by 7i per cent., and there was a special
loading of 5 Per cent. which bad been
applied for a 12 months' period because of
the increased liability.

The deputation also indicated that we
should have a closer look at the provisions
of the Commonwealth Act because the
members of the deputation were sure that
the amendment made provided for retro-
spectivity. I might say that all I
got was a copy of the Commonwealth
Bill, and a Copy of the second reading
speech. I think the Bill was misunder-
stood by the Trades and Labour Council,
because the council indicated that this
Bill gave effect to retrospectivity whereas,
in fact, it did not. The Bill specifically
denied retrospectivity.

There is another point we should look
at when talking of retrospectivity. The
same sort of principle could be applied to
the matter of superannuation beniefits,
which we were discussing the other night.
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It is completely unfair to compare the
Commonwealth Employees' Compensation
Act with the Workers' Compensation Act
in our State. The Commonfwealth Act is
confined to the Commonwealth employees,
and the Commonwealth itself meets the
additional liability imposed by the
amendments.

Our Workers' Compensation Act covers
all employers and requires them to in-
sure their workers through the various
insurance companies. Whereas the
Commonwealth accepts additional lia-
bility, this is not possible in the case of
a Private insurer. The similarity I ex-
pressed with respect to superannuation
benefits is along much the same lines.
The Commonwealth superannuation
scheme, as far as I have been able to
find out, is compulsory and every person
must be covered by it. The contributions
are, in fact, 5 per cent. of the salary re-
ceived. So there is no selection in respect
of the number of units taken out, nor is
there any selection as to whether an em-
ployee will be a member of the fund or not.
So the two schemes cannot be compared,
either in the field of workers' compensa-
tion or in the field of superannuation.

The other matter refers to the repair
and replacement of artificial hearing
aids. A worker whose artificial bearing
aid is damaged as a result of an accident
is covered, but I think this provision is
meant to apply to normal wear and tear.
It is true that artificial eyes, spectacles,
and false teeth are covered. I think this
matter is worth looking at and I do not
think it wvould occasion a great deal of
expense. The only difficulty would be to
discover how much damage was due to
normal wear and tear, and how much was
due to the work which was being carried
out. I suppose someone could work out the
difference. As I say, this is a matter
worth looking at.

The final matter deals with industrial
deafness. This, of course, is one which
has been referred to many times. I think
this is against the principle of the
Workers' Compensation Act. This dis-
ability is most certainly a social disability.
If the deafness occurs through a physical
injury, of course, it Is compensable. But
if it occurs through the noise level, it is not.
The Problem here, of course, is that the
Workers' Compensation Act is designed to
compensate a person for loss of earning
capacity. Deaf ness caused through
noise level, or boilermaker's deafness,
does not cause any loss of earning capac-
ity: it is purely a social loss. I under-
stand that In some countries provision is
made for compensation when a worker
leaves his employment. The degree of
deafness which has been assessed as a
result of working in noisy conditions is
then determined, This is still a matter
that requires a considerable amount of re-
view.

Mr. Toins: The boilermakers are the
ones who suffer.

Mr. O'NEIL: I am not unsympathetic
about this, and I will give consideration
to the matter; but these points are not
without difficulty. They are probably the
remnants of workers' compensation cover
which have been difficult to achieve in
many of the other States, and which are
still occasioning some difficulty in imple-
mentation.

I think I omitted to mention the matter
of compensation for hernia. I feel, how-
ever, that the member for Mt. Hawthorn
answered his own proposition. There are
certain specifications relative to receiving
compensation for hernia; that is, it
is most Important the injury be re-
ported as soon as possible so that it can
be identified as hernia occasioned
through the man's employment. We all
know that hernia is something of a con-
genital defect, and can occur with cer-
tain persons in different circumstances.
But when a man injures himself at work
he must report the injury within 48 hours
so that his insurers may be certain it
occurred as a result of his work.

There is, however, a saving clause here.
If there is a dispute as to the injury which
caused the hernia, then the Workers'
Compensation Board, as the honourable
member mentioned, can waive all these
requirements. It was reported to mle by
the board-and I put it to the deputation
-that so far as the Workers' Compensa-
tion Board and the insurers were con-
cerned there was no great difficulty.

I think I have said enough for memnbers
to know that the matter has been given
consideration, and that it is still under
consideration. There are certain points
upon which there is no unanimity and, in
fact, on some there are quite divergent
points of view. I am going to ask the
House to reject the motion, but I think
I have indicated that its contents cer-
tainly have come up for consideration by
the Government.

I notice a number of speeches were
made on this matter in another place.
Certainly, some of the comments made
will be of great assistance to me in deter-
mining some of the remaining problems of
workers' compensation.

At this point I would like to pay a
tribute to the member for Mt. Hawthorn.
I have not been in this Chamber very
long-only about nine years, three of
which I have spent as a Minister, and I
must say I did not have a great deal of
knowledge of workers' compensation when
I became a Minister. I listened over the
years to the propositions raised by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn on such matters
as workers' compensation and another
simple piece of legislation in the form of
of the Industrial Arbitration Act, and I
have learnt a great deal as a result.
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I think he will be pleased to know it was

not necessary for him to place his peren-
nial motion on the notice paper this year.
I assure the member for Mt. Hawthorn
that these remarks are not made merely
becaujse it is his final session of Par-
liament. I would like to wish him well
and thank him for the consideration he
has shown me.

Question (motion, as amended) put and
negatived.

Motion defeated.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
Consideration of Report

Debate resumed from the 15th Novem-
ber.

The SPEAKER: It is my intention, with
the concurrence of the House, to try to
facilitate the business of the House by
putting the Standing Orders chapter by
chapter rather than Standing Order by
Standing Order. This will still not pre-
clude members from raising particular
queries. It will merely save a lot of time.
There being no dissentient voice I will
follow the course suggested- I will now
take chapter 21.

Chapter 21.
Standing Orders 222 to 228-
Mr. BICKERTON: With the object of

saving time, and with the co-operation of
members, some amendments have been
handed in to the member for Subiaco to
be included in the Standing Orders. The
member for Subiaco will deal with them as
they arise.

Chapter 21 agreed to.
Chapter 22,
Standing Orders 229 to 234-
Mr. OUTHRIE: There are two minor

amendments to which my attention has
been drawn. I move an amendment-

Standing Order 229, line 2-Delete
the word "His" and substitute the
word "Her".

Amendment put and passed.
Standing Order 229, as amended, agreed

to-
Mr. GUTHRIE: I move an amendment-

Standing Order 231, line 1-Delete
the word "His" and substitute the
word "Her".

Amendment put and passed.
Standing order 231, as amended, agreed

to.
Chapter 22. as amended, agreed to.
Chapter 23.
Standing Orders 236 to 237 agreed to.
Chapter 24.
Standing Orders 257 to 329-
Mr. GUTHRIE: I move an amendment-

Standing Order 302, line 2-Delete
all words after the word "Passed".

Amendment put and passed.

Standing Order 302, as amended, agreed
to.

Mr. CROMMELIN: I would like some
information in regard to Standing Order
271.

The SPEAKER: This would mean going
back, but I am prepared to hear what the
honourable member has to say.

Mr. CROM)AELfl4: I think it would be
better If we adopted Standing Order 186
of the Legislative Council, which would
simplify the matter. The Speaker would
then leave the Chair automatically after a
second reading had been passed, unless
the Minister required a postponement or
moved for a Select Committee. It would
save a lot of repetition.

The SPEAKER: This is an example of
people not fully comprehending the mean-
ing of motions that have been moved.
This Is a motion that has been adopted
by the House of Commons for the purpose
of saving time. There have been many
occasions when we need not have had a
Committee of the whole House. We do
not go into a Committee as a whole unless
we want to. The Legislative Council
Standing Order 186 reads-

After the Second Reading, unless it
be moved, "That this Bill be referred
to a Select Commnittee," or unless
notice of an instruction has been
given, or unless a motion be cardied
fixing the Committee stage for a
future date, the President shall leave
the Chair and the Council shall re-
solve itself into a Committee of the
Whole for the consideration of the
Bill.

That is against our normal practice.

Chapter 24, as amended, agreed to.
Chapter 25.
Standing Orders

to.
Chapter 26.
Standing Orders

to.
Chapter 27.
Standing Orders

to.

329a to 329c, agreed

329d to 329o, agreed

32 9 p to 329ih, agreed

Chapter 28.
Standing Orders 330 to 387, agreed to.

Chapter 29.
Standing Orders 393 to 409-
Mr. GUITHRIE' I move an amend-

ment-
Standing Order 403, line 3-Delete

the word "down" and substitute the
word "closed."

Amendment put and Passed.
Standing Order 403, as amended, agreed

to.
Chapter 29, as amended, agreed to.
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Chapter 30: Standing Orders 410 to
413a-

Mr. GUTHlRIE: There are two amend-
ments required to Standing Order 412. 1
move an amendment-

Standing Order 412, line 2-Delete
the word i"Mr." and substitute the
word "The".

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. GUTHRIE: I move an amend-

inent--
Standing Order 412, line 5-Insert

after the word "during" the word
"the".

Amendment put and passed.
Standing Order 412, as amended, agreed

to.
Mr. GUTHRIE: I move an amend-

ment-
Standing Order 413, line 6-Insert

after the word "during" the word
"the".

Amendment put and passed.
Standing Order 413, as amended, agreed

to.
Mr. TONKIN: In regard to Standing

Order 413a, it looks as if the Speaker
has committed some offence and might
be considered to be liable. I suggest there
is no need for the words "shall be liable."
Accordingly, I move an amendment-

Standing Order 413a, lines I and 2-
Delete the words "be liable to".

Amendment put and passed.
Standing Order 4±13a, as amended,

agreed to.
Chapter 30, as amended, agreed to.
Chapter 31.
Standing Orders 414 to 416b, agreed to.
Chapter 32.
Standing Orders 417 to 419-
Mr. GRAHAM: I notice that in some

cases the Standing Orders are lettered
a, b, c, and d after the numerals. Are
they intended to be renumbered?

Mr. GUI'HRIE: It is intended to re-
number all the Standing Orders.

Mr. TOMB: In Standing Order 418
there is a need to substitute "Her
Majesty" for "His Majesty".

Mr. OUTHRIE: I move an amend-
ment-

Standing Order 418, line 6-Delete
the word "His" and substitute the
word "Her".

Amendment put and passed.
Standing Order 418, as amended, agreed

to.
Chapter 32, as amended, agreed to.
Postponed Standing Order 2-
The SPEAKER: This Standing Order

was postponed and referred back to the
Standing Orders Committee for the draft-

-ing of a definition of "Hansard." The
committee has prepared a definition.

Mr. GUTHRIE: I move an amendment-
Page 2, line 15-Insert after the de-

finition of "Court" the following de-
finition:-

"Hansard" means the publication
issued under the authority of
the Joint Printing Committee
of the Parliament of Western
Australia entitled Parliament-
ary Debates (Hansard).

Amendment put and passed.
Standing order 2, as amended, agreed

to,
The SPEAKER: To complete the whole

procedure of amending the Standing
Orders it will be necessary to move that
all existing Standing Orders not specific-
ally approved, whether amended or not,
during the debate ion the consideration of
the report of the Standing Orders Com-
mittee be repealed.

Mr. BICKERTON: I move-
That all existing Standing Orders

not specifically approved (whether
amended or not) during the debate on
the consideration of the Report of the
Standing Orders Committee be re-
pealed.

Motion put and passed.
The SPEAKER: The Standing orders

will have to be submitted to His Excel-
lency the Governor for approval. As soon
as approval is given, the new Standing
Orders will take effect. It is my intention
to present the new Standing Orders to His
Excellency the Governor for his approval,
but that cannot he done before the middle
of January. Presumably at that time
Parliament will be prorogued. The new
Standing Orders will then take effect in
the new Parliament. Does that meet with
the concurrence of the House?

There being no dissentient voice, I take
it that is an instruction from the House.

WOOL
Stabilisation of Prices: Motion

Debate resumed from the 7th November,
on the following motion by Mr. Kelly-

In view of the continued deteriora.-
tion in the market. price obtained for
wool under the existing wool disposal
system, this House is of the opinion
that early action at State Govern-
ment level should be instituted with a
view to placing before the Common-
wealth Government a firm proposition
to stabilise wool prices based on
parallel conditions employed in reach-
ing wheat stabilisation.

MR. NALDEE (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [9.22 p.m.]: This motion is
being dealt with during the closing hours
of this session. I am sure many members
would not be happy if I were to go into
great detail in speaking to it. The posi-
tion should be summed up in as few words
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as possible, and it will take me only a
few minutes to cover the ground I want
to cover.

This important industry is going through
a period when Prices have become un-
attractive and have deteriorated. I do not
say the same has not happened previously.
I have looked in Hansard for records of
similar moves, and I find that In 1958
when the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
was Minister for Agriculture. Mr. Watts
moved a motion similar to this. He in-
dicated that difficulties were being experi-
enced with the marketing of wool. After
a great deal of debate the then Minister
for Agriculture moved an amendment that
the problem should be taken before the
Agricultural Council. That was duly car-
ried out. The Agricultural Council met,
and, discussions took place.

It has been somewhat difficult for me
to trace all the links associated with the
motion that was carried. It was strange
to discover that in 1960 a motion moved
by the member for Merredin-Yilgarn was
passed in this House. It was a motion
for the appointment of a Select Committee.
Therefore this subject has been dealt with
on a number of occasions here.

Mr. Norton: It was after the passi ng
of that motion that the Commonwealth
appointed a Royal Commission.

Mr. NALIDER: At the time the motion
was carried in 1960, a move was
being made by the Commonwealth
to appoint a committee of inquiry.
When the motion was passed, the Com-
monwealth, as a result of approaches
from various organisations, decided to in-
stitute that inquiry. The committee, after
having met on many occasions, submitted
a report in 1962. That report has been
read by many of those who are engaged
in the wool industry. In 1963 a motion
was moved by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn criticising the State Government
for not taking some action.

Numerous factors have brought about
the existing wool situation, and to
enumerate them all would take up a great
deal of time. The problem associated
with supply and demand in the wool in-
dustry is one of great magnitude. As this
problem has developed, manufacturers of
synthetics have, especially in recent years,
come into competition with wool. There
has been a fluctuation in the demand for
wool brought about by the introduction of
synthetics, and this has had an effect
on the prices that have been obtained
from time to time.

The history of the auction system goes
back many years. It Is the method by
which wool has been sold not only in
Australia, but in many other countries
of the world. Auctions are held in Great
Britain, and a number of Australian wool-
growers consign their wool to be sold
there. In the main, wool has been sold
under the auction system.

I1 shall deal with the situation which
developed after the last war when the
Joint Organisation Scheme was introduced
for the Purpose of disposing of the huge
surplus of wool that had built up during
the war period. That system operated
very successfully, as a result of which a
considerable sum of money accumulated
and growers were asked through a re-
ferendum whether they wanted some
stabilisation scheme so as to do away with
the fluctuations in wool marketing.

The reason wvhy the growers through-
out Australia at that time opposed any
change was that probably the wool prices
had soared to an all-time record. No
doubt this influenced the growers to feel
that the auction system was quite satis-
factory and therefore they voted against
any change. The majority of the wool-
growers voted against it, although there
was quite strong support for the Proposal
in Western Australia. However, no action
was taken.

Then the Commonwealth Government
agreed to another referendum, and we
all know the result of that. Then, again,
although the majority of growers in Aus-
tralia voted against the Proposal to alter
the marketing system, the decision took
any proposal in the future completely out
of range, because the Government stated
it would not take any further action. That
is the present situation.

The honourable member feels that some
action should be taken. It is rather in-
teresting, of course, that since his motion
appeared on the notice Paper, the Wool
Board has submitted a proposal to growers
in Australia. I want to quote briefly from
The Weekly imes, which is a publication
edited in Victoria. It reads-

Wool Board Wants Marketing
Authority

The Australian Wool Board yester-
day proposed that a statutory wool
marketing authority be established to
introduce modifications into the pre-
sent auction system.

Chairman of the board, Sir Wil-
liam Gunn, told delegates at a meet-
ing of the Australian Wool Industry
Conference in Melbourne that the. new
body, which wvould be completely
autonomous, would be known as the
Australian Wool Marketing Authority.

Sir William re-affirmed the board's
belief that the auction system was
the best means of distributing the
Australian wool clip.

I do not intend to read any further from
the article, because I think members who
have had the opportunity to read it have
already done so. The whole report of the
board has been circulated throughout
Australia and is now in the process of
being studied by growers. I believe this
very week in various parts of the State
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growers are assembling to give considera-
tion to the report, and it will be up to
them to decide what action will be taken,
if any, to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Wool Board.

As I said before, it is not a coinci-
dence exactly, but rather unusual that
shortly after the honourable member had
placed his motion on the notice Paper, this
report was made available to the wool-
growers of Australia.

Before I proceed any further, I feel I
should emphasise the point that we all
recognise the importance and value of the
wool industry to Australia. I think all
political parties in Australia agree that
everything possible must be done to try to
keep the industry on an even keel. Any
method available should be adopted to
create competition. Too many other indus-
tries and people rely on the production of
wool to let the position deteriorate. So
much is dependent on it that we must do
all we can to ensure the industry pro-
gresses. I did not want to imply when
I said I did not intend to take UP a lot
of time on this debate, that it is not
recognised as being an industry that must
be helped at all.

Amendments to Motion
As the Wool Board has made a recom-

mendation, I believe the honourable mem-
ber's motion should be amended a little.
I therefore move the following amend-
ment:

Line 6-Delete all words after the
word "instituted" with a view to sub-
stituting the words "to urge the Corn
monwealth Government to take early
action in consultation with the grow-
ers to Institute a marketing scheme
designed to bring about economic
stability to the Australian wool indus-
try."l

I think it is the policy of all parties In a
case like this, where growers have an in-
portant part to play in the marketing of
their product, that such growers should
have a say in what occurs. Just as the
Commonwealth made it very plain when
conducting the referendum that it was up
to the growers to decide what action
should be taken, so I feel any action we
take must still permit the growers to have
a say. That is the reason I suggest the
action be taken in consultation with the
growers.

I believe this is a practical way of ex-
pressing our concern on behalf of the
growers In this State. I also want to em-
phasise that I believe It would be quite
ineffective for us in Western Australia to
suggest a scheme if we did not have the
support of all the growers In the Common-
Wealth. I am afraid that any attempt to
do something on our own would be doomed
to failure because of the huge quantity of
wool that is grown and marketed in other
Parts of the Commonwealth. Therefore
whatever Is done should be done on a

Commonwealth basis; but, of course, we
will put our shoulder to the wheel and do
all we possibly can to help bring about
a decision which will help the stabilisation
of this very important industry.

The industry has a continuing part to
play. Many acres of land are being de-
veloped in Western Australia, and the fact
that people are able to keep stock and
diversify their interests with other types
of production helps the country to de-
velop on a very sound basis. I hope men-
hers will agree to my amendment.

MV1R. GAITER (Avon) [9.40 p.m.]: I do
not know whether you require the motion
to be formally seconded, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: No, I do not. The ques-
tion is that certain words be struck out.

Mr. GAYFER: This matter is particu-
larly grave. The subject of woo] prices in
Australia is one which is not being con-
sidered lightly by the growers.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member must confine himself to the
amendment.

Mr. GAYFER: It had been my intention
to move an amendment of my own to this
motion. However, in view of the fact that
the Minister's amendment is very similar
to the one I had in mind, I feel I can
support his. Therefore, at this stage I will
signify my support of the amendment.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarti) [9.42
p.m.): I am not quite clear on the last
speaker's intentions.

The SPEAKER: He is supporting the
amendment.

Mr. K.1ELLY: I see. In view of the
recent occurrence outlined by the Minis-
ter. and because his amendment is very
little different in principle to the original
motion, and aims at the same thing, I
have no objection to It.

Amendment put and passed.

isR. NALDER lKatanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [9.43 p.m.] : I move an
amendment:-

Substitute the following words for
the words deleted:-

to urge the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to take early action in
consultation with the growers to
institute a marketing scheme de-
signed to bring about economic
stability to the Australian -wool
industry.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [9.44 P.m.]: I do
not quite understand this debate, I must
confess. In the first instance a motion
was moved by the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn. The Minister then made a speech
and moved an amendment. I then rose to
speak generally on the subject, but I was
blocked by you, Mr. Speaker, in Your wis-
dom, although my learned friend on the
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right had spoken at length on the subject,
and so had mfy learned friend on the left.
I find now that apparently I am not
learned enough to speak on it. At what
stage is general discussion to be allowed
on this item?

The SPEAKER: A fairly wide discussion
can be held on this amendment, as long
as members keep to the words to be added.
However, the final question to be put is
that the motion, as amended, be agreed to,
and that will permit a general discussion.

Mr. GAYFER:, To use the words of one
who has taught me a lot in this House, 41
have the message." Mr. Speaker, I wish
to support the Minister's amendment to
insert words.

Amendment put and passed.

Motion, as Amended

MR. 'MITCHELL (Stirling) f9.47 p.mi.):
I do not intend to delay the House. I
want to say that I agree with the motion
wholeheartedly. This Government should
endeavour to impress upon the Common-
wealth Government the necessity to do
something about stabilising wool prices. I
believe that in the interest not only of the
Commonwealth Government, but of the
State Government and of every woolgrower
in Australia, something must be done along
these lines. I will not delay the House any
longer, but I assure members of my whole-
hearted support of any motion that might
achieve something in the wa of stabilising
wool Prices in Australia.

MR. KELLY (Merr-edin-Yilgarn) [9.48
p.m.]: I do not want to delay the House.
either. I looked through last year's Han-
sard and I found I was the last speaker for
the year on a similar type -of motion in
connection with the super wbrks at Merre-
din. I assure members I will not make a
habit of it, because I will not perform the
hat trick. I consider this motion Is a very
important one for the industry. I am
pleased that the Minister, and the Govern-
ment, although it amended the motion,
agreed to retain the general idea and will
press on with something in the form of an
approach to the Commnonwealth, as the
honourable member who has just resumed
his seat remoarked. An attempt of this
kind must be made in order to arouse
interest, and it is very necessary.

Matters are becoming worse and worse
as far as the industry is concerned. Had
it not been for the intervention of the
Australian Wool Board and the attitude
it has shown at the meetings which have
been held, and also at the other confer-
ence, perhaps we might have got further
than we have at this stage. Previously I
mrade the general comment that I did not
have a great deal of faith in what would
transpire as a result of the conference. r
think a great deal of vigilance is necessary
on the part of very many producers in

Western Australia, and on the part of the
State, if we are to get anything worth-
while out of the decisions reached several
weeks ago. I hope and trust that some-
thing of material advantage will accrue
to the industry.

Mr. Gayfer: Especially as four States
Carried the vote on the reserve Price of
wool.

Mr. KELLY: I hope we do achieve
something; if we do not the industry will
suffer very badly. Since the motion was
introduced into the House, there have
been further indications that the industry
is still receiving setback after setback,
even though they are only small ones.

Mi.. Gayfer: Australia has lost
!E1.000,000,000 up to 1965 in revenue
through the instability of wool prices.

Mr. KELLY: That would be
$2,000,000,000?

Mr. Qayfer:, Yes, that is correct.
Mr. KELLY: I can believe it. I desire

to reiterate my thanks for the attention
given to the motion and for the chance
of something to be done on this matter.

Question (motion, as amended) put and
passed.

CLOSE OF SESSION
Comnplimen tary Remarks

MR. BRAND (Premier) [9.50 P.M.): It
gives me the greatest pleasure, Mr.
Speaker, to make this speech. We have
reached the end of the third session of
this Parliament. As is usual, it is the
time when we express to each other the
wishes Of the season. However, on this
occasion very special circumstances exist.

Before I proceed, Sir, I wish to express
to you, to the Chairman of Committees,
to the Clerks of the House, and to the
officers of the House all the very best for
the Christmas season and for the future.

I want to say that, once again, Mr.
Speaker, you have presided impartially
over this House, and, if I might say so,
I consider you have mellowed somewhat
over the nine years. You have developed
a tolerance which has helped to resolve
some of your problems. I must admit that
at one stage the Government thought you
were a bit one-eyed. Nevertheless, after
all this time you have reached the point
where you can look back over your Speaker-
ship with a great deal of satisfaction,
because of the fairness you have accorded
to the opposition and to us.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. BRAND: My thanks go, too, to the

Chairman of Committees and his deputies.
The Chairman of Committees has been
away for some short period on parlia-
mentary business. I would like to pay a
compliment to his deputies who did a very
good job of work; matters were never in
doubt.
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To the Leader of the Opposition and
to those who support him go our very
best wishes. To the Deputy Leader of
the Government and to the Ministers. I
extend my thanks for their co-operation
and their hard work. In regard to being
the Government for the time being, a great
deal depends on the hard work, enthusiasm,
and drive of the Ministry.

The Whips on both sides have done a
very good job. To those who sit behind us,
I should like to express my thanks for the
loyalty, hard work, and the Interest that
each and every one has taken in what has
been a normal session of Parliament. It
has not been a very difficult session; but,
nevertheless, a lot of hard work has been
done and a lot of results have been
achieved.

I wish to return to the Leader of the
Oppositionl I think it is fair to say to
him in his first session as leader of his
party that we have come through without
any deep personal feelings. Any difficul-
ties have been purely political and they
have not hurt us a great deal. To the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition I would
like to say that, with one exception. I
think he has performed creditably. In
regard to the occasion I refer to, I suppose
this is what we must expect; because
views differ in every Parliament.

To the Controller of the House and Mrs.
Burton, and to all those associated with
the controller, go our thanks for a job
well done. A great deal depends on the
achievements of the House Controller and
all those associated with him. To the
members of the Press, I wish to say that
I am sure we know, whenever we see head-
lines in the paper, that the boys of the
Press are not really to blame for them.
We wish them all the best and hope to
see them here again next year.

We have come to a time when we are
farewelling, I think, ten of our members.

Mr. Graham: At least!
Mr. BRAND: Yes; there are ten who

are going for sure. For the rest of us,
there is a degree of uncertainty as to
whether we will come back next year.
Let us be satisfied that, up to this point of
time, the picture seems fairly good.

First of all, I must mention the name of
the member for Northam, The Hon. A. R.
0. Hawke. I think I have mentioned be-
fore, and I know others have too,
that he has been in this Parliament since
1933. For good luck he stayed for almost
three years in the South Australian Par-
liament.

I cannot pay enough tribute-if that is
the right word-to Mr. Hawke. I cannot
express myself adequately when I say he
has been a great Parliamentarian, a man
of great ability and Personality, and one
who, over all the years, has done credit to
the Parliament. Without adding a lot of
words I would like to wish 1dm well on be-
half of us on this side of the House-and

I am sure it goes for the members on the
other side and, indeed, for everyone asso-
elated with Parliament. We wish him good
health and happiness, and may his re-
tirement, after all these years, be all he
has hoped for.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. BRAND: I know he will go on play-

ing tennis and making jokes. They will be
extras for him in his retirement.

I would like to say a few words to the
Hegney brothers who are respectively the
member for Mt. Hawthorn and the mem-
ber for Belmont. Mr. James Hegney has
held a number of offices. He has been
Speaker and Chairman of Committees and.
indeed, he has been a member of this Par-
liament since 1930, with the exception of
a period of three years. His association
with this H-ouse is longer than that of any
other member. I express to both of them
my best wishes for their future happiness
in retirement. I wish to pay a com-
pliment for the part they have played.
They have always taken a firm stand on
certain issues which I could refer to, but
I will not: because they have their own
ideas on some social questions and my
wishes to them are irrespective of party
politics. They have always been firm and
courageous in the stand they have taken
in Parliament. We wish them well.

As a Minister, The Hon. L. F. Kelly held
a variety of portfolios. He has been with
us for many years and we wish him all
the very best in his retirement and in his
fishing.

To the member for Collie, Mr. May, who
is the Labor Whip, and who is absent
tonight, we say, "All the best in retire-
ment." I wish to refer to Mr. Ninimo
who, along with Mr. Crommelin, is retiring
from our side of the House. Mr. Nimmo
has been with us for many years and I
know he will go from this Parliament
with the great respect of every member,
because Les has his own quiet way of
doing things and has caused no-one any
difficulty at all. I trust his retirement
will be a pleasant and happy experience.

To the member for Claremont go our
very best wishes in his retirement. To
Mr. Rowberry, the member for Warren,
and to Mr. Curran, the member for Cock-
burn, we wish all the best. We know the
sad story of Mr. Curran who is not very
well at all. We wish him all the very
best under the circumstances. To Mr.
Rowberry, who I understand is not well,
I offer best wishes, and may his retire-
ment be all that he planned. On that
note I make special reference to the Chief
Hansard Reporter, his deputy, and the
reporters with him.

May this Christmas be the happiest ever:
may it be a time when we can look for-
ward to peace on earth and goodwill to-
wards men. Irrespective of our thinking
and attitudes, this is what we want now.
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To us in Western Australia and to the
people in other countries, the war in Viet-
nam and wasa elsewhere are difficult to
understand. We cannot understand why
people do not want to live together in
peace, which is our prayer and hope from
this Parliament. Again, a very merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year to
everyone.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [10.1 pml: The last decision
which was made with reference to a
motion moved by the member for Mer-
redin-Yilgarn marks the conciliatory note
upon which the deliberations of this Par-
liament have ended. It has been a session
of interest-not as eventful as some in
which I have participated, but neverthe-
les one In which quite a good deal of
work has been done by members. Natur-
ally, we look forward to a little respite from
our labours because, towards the end of
the session, work becomes a little tiresome,
particularly as we do not seem to be able
to get away from very late nights in the
last week. It is a good thing we have
been able to do that this session without
having tempers frayed and discordant
notes entering into our discussions which
would spoil what ought to be a fitting end-
ing to a year's labour.

By the effluxion of time and the fortunes
of war, a number of members who are
present with us now will not be present
with us next session. We know those who
for certain will not be here, and I desire
to make special mention of them.

There is mny erstwhile leader, the member
for Northam. with whom I have been
associated for half a lifetime and under
whom I have worked far a very long time
under circumstances which have really
been a wonderful experience. On looking
back, it is with a good deal of satisfaction
that I am able to say that in our long
association in Parliament-and we came in
on the same day-there has never been a
single cross word between us or an
occasion when it was necessary for either
one of us to raise his voice In anger. We
have, of course, had our different views
on questions-as is to be expected-bujt
we were always able to reconcile these
views and determine what we felt was the
best course to follow.

So I would like to pay aL tribute to him;
and I would also thank the Premier for his
very generous gesture in making the re-
marks he did regarding Mr. Hawke. They
gave me exceeding pleasure; and I know
Mr. Hawke will be pleased to speak for
himself in this connection.

He has, indeed, been a great parlia-
mentarian and a wonderful mate. He
will leave in the annals of the State of
Western Australia and in the annals of
Parliament a mark which I feel will be a
very fine example for younger members
who are aspiring to serve the people of
this State. I trust he will enjoy

very good health and be long spared to
play his favourite game of tennis and to
continue to be on top in that Pastime as
he has so often been on top in other
things.

I1 also wish to mention the member for
Mt.' Hawthorn who was a Minister with
me in the Hawke Glovernment. He is a
man who has always taken his job
seriously; and when he has had a task to
do in Parliament he has always done it
with efficiency; and one could depend on
his being ready to do it and do it well.
I trust he will have a long life and be able
to enjoy his retirement in the way he
would like to-he likes to get amongst
his roses in the garden. He will have
plenty of opportunities to do that. I
trust that he, with Mr. Hawke and other
members, will find time to come to Parlia-
ment, and will not cut themselves off com-
pletely because they are no longer mem-
bers.'

On my right there is the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn who seems to have the
secret of Perpetual youth.

Mr. Nalder: Hard work.
Mr. TONKCIN: He is a very energetic

man and has given tremendous service to
his constituency. As You would know.
Mr. Speaker, it is much more difficult for
a country member to give time and
attention to the wants of his constituents
than it is for a city member; and I have
often admired the manner in which
members who represent distant constitu-
encies devote themsielves to the require-
ments of the constituents and never fail
to accept requests to be present at this
function or some other function. To Mr.
Kelly. I extend the same good wishes I
have extended to Mr. Hawke and to the
member for Mt. Hawthorn.

Then we come to the member for Bel-
mont, the brother of the member for Mt.
Hawthorn. It has been unique in Parlia-
ment to have members of the same
family: and, as the Premier has said, the
member for Belmont entered this Parlia-
ment. before any other member who is
now in it. He was out of Parliament for
a period and subsequently came back.
During that period he has served his
constituents well, and when he had a
task to do in this House he did it with
efficiency after giving proner attention to
the requirements of the job. So we say to
the member for Belmont that we wish him
well in his retirement and trust he will live
long and will enjoy many years away from
Parliament as much as he has enjoyed his
years in Parliament.

The member for Collie, whom we fare-
welled three years ago, asked me to
apologise for his absence this evening
because he had another engagement
which was an important one. He was
sorry he could not be here, and
I am sorry, too. The member for Collie
is a very likeable chap: one of those who
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hesitate to offend anybody. He says
what he thinks, but he hopes when he is
saying it that it will not hurt. There are
not many men like that, but he is one;
and in his retirement I think he can have
the satisfaction of knowing that, within
my experience, there has been no more
diligent member and no more attentive
member, on either side of the House
than the member for Collie.

If one were to go down to the Housing
Commission or the Social Services De-
partment, one would he almost certain to
find the member for Collie making re-
presentations on behalf of one constitu-
ent or another. I give him great credit
for the very careful and meticulous way
in which he has attended to the require-
ments of the people it has been his
honour to represent,

The member for Cockburn had a most
unfortunate accident. He was quite a
young man and had great gifts and a
wonderful opportunity, but through an
unfortunate accident he was stricken
down and hurt so badly it was quite im-
possible for him to contemplate coming
back to Parliament. We regret very
much what occurred as, I feel, do mem-
bers of the other side of the House.
These things happen and we cannot do
much about them.

I would extend to him best wishes and
the hope that, even under the circum-
stances in which he finds himself, he will
be able to derive some enjoyment from
Christmas and look forward to an im-
provement in health so that hiis future
years will not be as dark as they may
appear at present.

The member for Warren is also retiring,
unfortunately, as his health at the moment
is not at all good. He has to follow a
doctor's advice to take things quietly. I
trust that by taking things quietly in
retirement he may be able to improve his
physical condition and enjoy many years of
retirement. He has been a conscientious
member who made my work a good deal
easier because any task entrusted to him
was always carefully attended to.

On the Government side there are two
members who will be retiring -and I will
be sorry. There is the member for Clare-
mont, who was quick. I think, to take
offence sometimes when no offence was
meant; but who was just as quick to
acknowledge be had gone off on the wrong
tack. I think he has a delightful person-
ality and I am sorry he is leaving Parlia-
ment. I wish him well in his retirement.

As the Premier has said the member for
Karrinyup is not one to throw his weight
about in the House very often, or to make
a big noise; he goes quietly about the
work he has to do. T'he fact that he has
continued to defy alt opposition with great
success indicates the efficiency with which
he has done his work, even though he has
done it quietly.

To those members who are retiring for
certain, I say on behalf of myself and
those whom I represent: Very best wishes;
we are sorry you are going; and we would
like to see more of you later on if you feel
you would like to come back and mingle
with those of us who are left after the
election, because we would be pleased to
see YOU.

I would like to loin with the Premier in
the felicitations which are generally ex-
tended to yourself, Sir, to the Chairman
of Committees, and to the various members
of the staff, wherever and however they
are employed around Parliament, and to
the Controller and Mrs. Burton, because
each one of those persons whom I have
mentioned has done the job with which he
has been entrusted quietly, efficiently, and
with satisfaction.

You,' Mr. Speaker, have acted impar-
tially, and have treated us, on this side of
the House, courteously as, indeed, you have
the members on the Government side. I
feel I can echo the words of the Premier,
inasmuch as with experience-in this
respect you are no different from any of
us-you have mellowed a little and perhaps
Your Judgment has improved. Neverthe-
less, I can. quite sincerely say we are very
happy with the way you have presided
over our deliberations this session and we
wish you a very merry Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

I would like to make a special reference
to the Chief Mansard Reporter and to the
other members of the staff. I consider
that in making Hansard available to us,
this session, on the Tuesday, Mansard has
done a. job which I thought was not
possible under the circumstances. Some
members are a bit tardy-and I am
myself, at times-In correcting their dupli-
cates. I felt that we make it difficult for
the work to be completed In time to have
Hansard in front of us on the Tuesday.

It has been a very great help that this
has been done, and I want to express
appreciation to the staff for having accom-
plished this.

Several members: Hear, hear!I
Mr. TONKIN: The end of the session

must be a very heavy stain on the Man-
sard reporters. I know this occurs at
the conclusion of each session with suc-
cessive Governments, but it is very diffi-
cult to avoid. I often sit here and think of
the work these people have to do, and
when my own eyes are starting to sting
because of insufficient sleep, I wonder
whether the eyes of the Hansard reporters
are stinging; because they start work
earlier than we do and they are still work-
ing after we have gone home. Of course.
they are writing and reading continu-

ously.
I wonder whether we are quite con-

siderate enough to our staff when we
reach the end of the session, and I
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think we aught to make a greater attempt
than we have made to try to obviate
these very late sittings night after
night. I know it is difficult, and all Gov-
ernments have done the same thing over
the years. But surely if we make up our
minds that we will not do it, we will find
some way to avoid it. I think that in the
future we ought to give more thought to
this aspect. They are human beings; they
are not machines. I sometimes think we
are asking more of them than we ought
fairly to do.

To the reporters in the Press gallery I
would like to express my appreciation. We
do not always get reported the way we
'would like, and sometimes we are not re-

)rted at all. However, that is not the
tcault of the persons in the Press gallery.
Naturally, they report what is said and
the decision as to what will be printed
rests with somebody else. I have no
quarrel with that decision: I would not
expect other people to attempt to run my
business, and they are entitled to make
up their minds how they run their busi-
ness, whether it suits other people or not.

I would like the members of the Press
gallery to know that we, on this side
of the House, are concerned, have a
full appreciation of the work which they
do. They sit there hour after hour listen-
ing to the speeches which we make; and
no doubt at times that is not an easy
thing to do.

I would also like to make special men-
tion of the members of the committee
which gave many hours of study and at-
tention to the redrafting of our Standing
Orders. Only one thing I can complain
about is that I shall have to study the
Standing Orders myself to become
familiar with them again. But it has been
quite a big task and, in being able to
get the proposals approved in the way
they have, I think the committee has
earned our commendation and I extend
that to it quite freely.

To my Deputy Leader, I would like to
express my thanks for his able, strong,
and loyal support. He has been fearless in
the tasks with which he has had to deal
and whenever it has been necessary f or
me to call upon him to deputise for me,
he has done it without hesitation. That
has assisted my work considerably and I
would like him to know how much I
appreciate that.

I turn to my colleagues whom I have
had the honour and privilege of leading
for the first time. No leader could have
received greater support or more consider-
ation than I have during the period I
have been in this position. When I have
requested them to do a little extra to assist
the task of the Opposition, it has been
done without complaint. I would like them
to know that I appreciate that support
which they so gladly gave and which I
needed in my first year as leader.

To the Premier I Would lie to Say how
much I appreciate his kindness and
courtesy to me in the position I hold.
His attitude has been one which has con-
tributed considerably towards making this
a Pleasant atmosphere in which to work.
I think it can be said that we have been
completely free of rancour. We have bad
sharp differences of opinion on questions
of politics, but at no time has there ever
been any suggestion of bitterness between
us, or bitterness between myself and his
Ministers. I think that is entirely due
to the attitude which the Premier him-
self has seen fit to adopt in his dealings
with me. I would like him to know I
appreciate it, as do the members who sit
behind me.

To the Ministers, without exception, and
to the members, generally, on the other
side of the House I1 would like to express
my appreciation and extend my best
wishes. Without exception, every one of
them has been prepared to bid me the
time of the day and extend friendliness,
which I have appreciated,

It is a wonderful thing to be able to
work in such an atmnosphere and it helps
considerably. It is unavoidable in any
politics that there will be sharp differences
of opinion and there will be occasions
which ordinarily would cause tempers to
rise, but it is characteristic of Western
Australian politics that our differences re-
main political and when we meet outside
we can do so on a friendly basis. Life is,
as a member of Parliament under those
circumstances, worth living much more
than it would otherwise be.

So, Mr. Speaker, so far as I am con-
cerned that will conclude the remarks I
shall make in this session of Parliament.
I trust that the Premier, and everybody
else, will have a very happy Christmas and
that it will be free from worry, and free
from illness and other difficulties. I hope
we shall be able to go about our tasks
in the way we can be expected to do,
and in the knowledge that in this Parlia-
ment we have been able to complete our
labours in an atmosphere which, I feel, it
would be hard to find in any other Par-
liament. It is true, as I have already
said, that we will be obliged to go to the
hustings and there will be a new Parlia-
ment next year. Without doubt, we will
be accusing each other of all sorts
of shortcomings, because that is the very
nature of things. But whatever we say. I
trust it will be kept on a Political level.
I feel sure-as a matter of fact, I know-
that no argument was ever improved by
Indulging in personalities.

I now conclude my first year as leader
of this party, a position which I have
greatly appreciated, and I extend to every-
body within hearing my very best wishes
indeed.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Deputy Pre-
mier) [10.25 p.m.]: I endorse, with a great
deal of enthusiasm, the good wishes that
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have been expressed by the Premier and
the Leader of the opposition to all those
members of Parliament, officers of Par-
liament, members of the Hansard staff,
and others who have in any way helped
to conduct the activities of this House.
I express my very best wishes to them
all.

I specially want to say to the Premier
that we have remained together for
another 12 months, and my association
with him on every occasion has been one
which has been happy and friendly. We
have had quite a number of problems,
which is understandable, but in the final
roundup we have been able to agree, and
it can be said that without any doubt
the combination of the joint parties in
government has worked very well indeed,
especially over the past 12 months. To
all members of Parliament, particularly
the members of the Country Party and
the Ministers of the Country Party, and
my deputy, I wish to express my thanks.

This is the third time we have run the
three years in government. During that
time we have seen a tremendous amount
of Progress and I think we can all take
some credit for making some contribution
to that progress.

As Western Australians we are very
fortunate people. This fact is appre-
ciated more by those members who have
had an opportunity to travel overseas and
have seen tbe conditions that exist in
Europe and other countries. They have
all returned to this State proud and
happy to be Western Australians and have
been urged to make this place an even
better place, if that is possible.

I wish to associate my remarks with
those that have already been made re-
garding the retiring members, who have
had varying terms in this House. I make
special reference to the member for
Northam. I do not know of any other
member who, over the years, has shown
such a friendly spirit as has the member
for Northam; especially when one realises
the diversification of his activities and
the heavy responsibilities he has shoul-
dered whilst he has been a member of this
Assembly. As I have said, he has always
shown a very friendly spirit to every new
member who has entered this Chamber.
I can recall, with a great deal of interest,
the early Years of my association with
the honourable member because he showed
that same friendly spirit to me and to the
other new members who entered the Legis-
lature at that time, and his attitude was
greatly appreciated by all those con-
cerned. I hope he lives for many years
to enjoy his retirement.

I extend similar remarks to the other
members who are retiring; namely, the
Hegney brothers, Mr. Kelly, Mr. May, Mr.
Rowberry. and Mr. Curran. At this point
I might make special mention of the mem.-

ber for Merredtn-Yilgarn and the member
for Collie, because in almost every instance
when I introduced any legislation It seemed
to be the responsibility of either one of
those two members to obtain the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

It has been a very interesting experi-
ence. and because of this it seems to
create a friendly feeling and an under-
standing which seems to exist only among
members of Parliament. I therefore ex-
tend my best wishes to all the memibers
who are retiring, including the members
for Karrlnyup and Claremont. I was
hoping that by 10.30 p.m. we would have
almost concluded all we had to say,
but I know there are other members who
wish to speak. To you, Mr. Speaker, I ex-
press my very best wishes for a merry
Christmas and a happy new year, which
I hope you will pass on to your wile and
family.

The experience we have had in 198'7 will
be memorable and we can only hope that
1968 will dawn with many Possiblities
for all of those who have responsibilities
to carry. I join with the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition in expressing
our best wishes to everyone concerned.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [10.32 p.m.]:
Mr. Speaker, during the brief period of
this goodbye speech of mine, I will again,
for those few moments, be the leader of
a group; a group composed of State Par-
liamnentary Labor Party members who will
sever their official connection with this
Legislative Assembly and in two or three
months' time will cease to be members of
Parliament. Much has been said about
those who are retiring and this applies
to members on both sides of the H-ouse.
I endorse all the remarks which have been
made about those who are to retire, except
some of those made in relation to myself.

If I were capable of being embarrassed
I certainly would have been embarrassed
by some of the wonderful things which
have been said tonight about me. If, after
35 years' service in the Parliament, any
member of Parliament is capable of being
embarrassed, he is unnatural to the great-
est degree. So it is goodbye to Paria-
ment. If this were the moment when we
were cutting ourselves completely adrift
from our colleagues and our friends on
the Government side of the House, and
from all of those who play a part in the
activities of Parliament, this would, in-
deed, be a sad hour and one which would
stir within each of us who is to retire very
sad feelings indeed.

Fortunately, this is not the last moment;
this is not the final hour: because we will
continue as members of Parliament until
the third Saturday in February-or Is it
the first Saturday in March, Mr. Premier?
-when our successors in the various dis-
tricts concerned will be elected by the
electors. So it is goodbye to Parliament
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as such, but only farewell to all the mem- everybody-almost without exception-
bers present here this evening and even
after our successors have been elected by
the people because, speaking for myself,
and I hope for all the other retiring mem-
bers, we will call in as frequently as may
be; and I know we will receive from all
members of Parliament at that time and
from all members of the staff who have
known us a very cordial and friendly
welcome.

I would like to say, publicly, a very
sincere, "Thank you' to the Premier and
his ministerial colleagues for the practical
kindnesses and considerations they have
shown to me, particularly since my retire-
ment from the position of Leader of the
Opposition and Leader of the Parliament-
ary Labor Party in this Parliament. I
appreciate-much more than they would
be able to know-the kindly acts which
they have taken on my behalf.

It will be hard indeed for me, officially,
to say farewell to the people of my own
electorate. When one has known the
people of an electorate for 35 years and
has held their confidence unbroken for
such a long Period, one must certainly feel
the break very keenly. As I think
all members of this House would know.
the Northam Legislative Assembly elector-
ate has had only two members represent-
ing it during the last 63 years. Whether
that is a record in Australia I do not know.
In addition, both those members made the
grade, inasmuch as both, in turn, became
Premier of Western Australia. I was
speaking to one of my electors the other
day when I mentioned that Northam had
been fortunate in having only two members
over a period of 63 years and he said,
"Well, fortunate maybe, but probably we
are people very easy to please."

I think, if I were asked to say what has
been the main motivating factor in my
public life, I would reply in four words:
Service to the people. We must always
remember the people we represent are far
superior to us; and we should alw~ays
remember that our main duty, once we
become public men in this Parliament, is
to give the most conscientious and the best
service there is within us to give. My
greatest personal satisfaction in connection
with my public life is in the fact that, from
Year to year, it has been possible for me
to give constructive, helpful service to so
many people in the Northam electorate.

In that way I think we play a vital
part in the lives of the people we repre-
sent. It is not necessary for me to tell
the members of this Parliament. especially
the more experienced members, how
electors appreciate the interest which
their pariamentarians take In them, and
especially the helpful, constructive service
which parliamentarians are able to give to
the people from time to time.

It is a rather strange thing, Mr. Speak-
er, but everybody who knows me and

with whom I make contact from time to
time, seems to be terribly worried about my
fate when I cease to be a member of Par-
liament. I simply cannot understand the
wvorkings of their minds. I am not wor-
ried. I have been able to look after my-
self reasonably well in the hurly-burly of
politics for 35 years. Any man who is
capable of doing that is, one million times
over, capable of looking after himself
when retirement comes.

I have been asked by a number of
people what are my plans for my period
of retirement, however long or short it
might be. I have no set plans. Good
heavens alive, Mr. Speaker, for the last
35 years I have been planning and have
succeeded in carrying out quite a number
of those plans! Why should any man go
into retirement with the thought of con-
tinuing to plan? I cannot imagine any-
thing more silly, or more dangerous. After
all is said and done, only two things are
certain as far as human beings are con-
cerned: one is birth and the other is
death. Anyone at my age-quite an
advanced age despite my youthful appear-
ance-who plans for the future would be.
in my view, extremely stupid.

I am not planning the future at all. I
am ore of those persons who believe
that time does not pass. I think it is
a fixed quantity, even though it is in-
finite and never ending; we are the ones
who pass and do the Passing. Therefore
I approach my retirement with, I hope, a
sensible philosophy. I do not want any-
body to worry about me at all. If there
is any worrying to be done by my friends
and by those with whom I have been
associated about my future when I am in
retirement, the time for them to start Is
after I start worrying. I give members
the assurance that will never happen.

I made a promise to a member of the
Hansard staff this mowning-after receiv-
ing a plea to do this-of an intention on
my part to keep on talking tonight until
the member of the Hansard staff in
question was at the table and able to
take down at least a part of what I had
to say in expressing goodbye to Parlia-
ment and in conveying the best possible
wishes to everybody, members, staff, and
everyone else included. The member of
the Hansard staff-heaven bless her!-
is now at the table.

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) [10.45
pm.]: The Premier and the Leader of the
opposition: I feel a little bit like the
man who goes in to bat at the fall of the
ninth wicket. I would like to thank the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition,
and the Leader of the Country Party for
the very kind remarks they were pleased
to pass about me. As a matter of fact.
they did not realise it at the time, but
those remarks were very necessary be-
cause, only a few minutes before, my con-
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fidence had been shattered by a comment
one of my Clerks made about my conduct
of a certain debate. I will not quote what
he said, because it was couched in most
unparliamentary language. I leave it. to
the House to decide which Clerk was more
likely to make such a comment. I am
not looking at anyone. Nonetheless, I was
doubly appreciative of the remarks which
the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition,
and the Leader of the Country Party saw
fit to pass.

I never know quite what I should do
on these occasions, because I have to
thank people on my own behalf and I
also have to thank people on behalf of all
those who, in any way, are associated
with Parliament and who are unable to
speak for themselves. At this stage, how-
ever, I would like to tender my own
personal thanks to the staff of Parlia-
ment: to the Clerks: to the other Mem-
bers of the Assembly staff; to Mr. Bur-
ton's staff; to Mr. and Mrs. Burton them-
selves; and to everybody else who is
associated with Parliament.

I would like to thank them for the
many occasions when they have all done
a little bit extra, which makes it so much
easier to do a job properly. They have
done this. This has been a tradition in
this Parliament. The staff always do go
the extra mile, if necessary.

Now, on behalf of those people I have
just thanked, I would like to express
thanks to you, Mr. Premier, to the Leader
of the Opposition, and the Deputy
Premier for the very kind remarks you
have seen fit to Pass.

It is true we will, for certain, have a
number of new faces next year, and I
would like to be associated with the re-
marks made about those retiring members
wvho will not be with us next year.

I have a special word of thanks for the
member for Claremont, who has been a
Deputy Chairman of Committees and
who, perhaps, has done rather more of the
work of relieving me. Also, of course, I
wish to refer to the member for Karrin-

yup who, for 18 years, has taken me for a
walk after tea to keep me away from the
bad influence of other members of Parlia-
ment. I do not know whether or not he
will come along at '7 o'clock every night
to take me out. Although he Is not here
this evening, I would like to express how
very grateful I am for the many pleasant
talks I have had with him during those
walks,

I was a little afraid when the member
for Northam was speaking that he would
Put into effect a threat he made. I think
it is quite improper for anyone to
threaten the Speaker. However, he
threatened he would catch up with me,
but hie forgot, and I am grateful for it. I
am very grateful for what the Premier,
the Leader of the Opposition, and the
Leader of the Country Party have said
about me and also, of course, I am very
grateful that Hansard will record me,

However, they would take back all the
remarks if 1 did not read out the two
messages I have received from the
Legislative Council, If I do not read
them, there may be some difficulty about
Members receiving salaries. This might
upset the equilibrium of, and cause some
worry to, the member for Northami. I
will properly conclude by reading the
messages.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Loan Bill.
2. Appropriation Bill.

Bills returned from the Council
without amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[10.50 p.m.]:- I move-

That the House at its rising ad-
journ until a date to be fixed by the
Speaker.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.51 P.M.
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